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Constitution of the Student Council 
 

§ 1. Objectives 
The Student Council (SC) is an independent, democratic, student-run organization that is 
committed to the interests of all students participating at the International Summer School 
(ISS) at the University of Oslo (UiO), as regulated by the Norwegian law of Universities and 
Collages, §4.1. SC embraces diversity and welcomes all students to its activities and 
proceedings. SC does not discriminate nor promote on the basis of race, religion, creed, 
gender, political or sexual orientation, marital status, physical or mental disability, language 
fluency, nationality or country of origin.  

§ 2. Membership 
Each class offered at the ISS shall elect two representatives as members to the SC. Each of 
these representatives has full voting rights at each meeting of the SC. At least one member 
from each class must be present at all meetings. If members fail to attend meetings of SC, 
their membership can be revoked at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 

§ 3. Constitutional Meeting 
There is to be a Constitutional Meeting upon the election of the membership to the SC. This 
meeting will be headed by the Control Committee, consisting of at least one member of the 
Student Parliament at the UiO. At this meeting, all compulsory committees are to have 
Committee Heads (CH) appointed to them. Procedure for the execution of this meeting is to 
be determined by the Control Committee. 

§ 4. Compulsory Committees 
The following committees must be formed and have CH appointed to them: 

1) Executive Committee: All members of the Executive Committee should be fluent in 
written and spoken English. This committee is also responsible for writing a letter to 
ISS Administration at the end of the session advising them of important points 
pertaining to the following summer session. This committee consists of four officers: 

▪ President: He/She must be an on campus student and a member of the SC. 
He/She must plan to be enrolled at ISS for the entire session. The President 
sets the agenda for and presides over all meetings of the SC. In the case of a 
tie vote, the President casts the tie breaking vote. The president will serve as a 
facililtator of communications between CH and ISS Activites Coordinators 
(AC). The president gives a speech on behalf of all students at the Farewell 
Party. 

▪ Vice President: He/She must be a member of the SC, but can be an off 
campus student. The Vice President acts as a liason between the SC and the 
Administrative Assistant (AA) at the ISS offices. In the event that the 
President should no longer be able to carry out their duties, the Vice 
President shall become President, and a new Vice President will be appointed 
by SC. In the event that the Vice President is no longer able to carry out their 
duties, and SC shall be responsible for the appointment of a new Vice 
President. 

▪ Secretary: Must be a member of the SC, but can be an off campus student. 
The secretary is responsible for taking minutes at each meeting of the SC. 
These minutes should be made available to all members shortly after each 
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meeting, and will be archived at the end of the summer session for reference 
by subsequent years. The Secretary will also take attendance at all meetings. 
In the event that the Secretary should no longer be able to carry out their 
duties, the Vice President shall assume those duties until a replacement is 
appointed by SC. 

▪ Treasurer: Must be a member of the SC, but can be an off campus student. 
The Treasurer will be responsible for the council`s given budget. All students 
seeking money for approved expenditures must bring the receipt(s) to the 
Treasurer in order to receive reimbursement. In the event that the Treasurer 
can no longer carry out their duties, the Vice President shall assume those 
duties until a replacement is appointed by SC. 

 

2) International Culture Evening Committees: This committee is responsible for 
planning and carrying out the International Culture Evening for all the ISS students. 
This event is to be organized by three committees in coordination with AC: 

▪ Show Committee: This committee can be headed by any member of the SC. 
This committee is responsible for assisting the AC with programming for the 
show. This includes, but is not limited to, hiring a stage manager, holding 
auditions, and organizing rehearsals. Show committee heads must be present 
at all rehearsals prior to the show. 

▪ Cooking Committee: This committee can be headed by any member of the SC. 
This committee is responsible for facilitating the cooking schedule for any 
students wishing to make food to share as part of the International Culture 
Evening. This person must also supervise all cooking activities in the kitchen. 

▪ Stands Committee: This committee can be headed by any member of the SC. 
This committee is responsible for assisting AC with setting up stands used by 
students wishing to set up an exhibit at the International Culture Evening. 
They will also coordinate setup of exhibits the night of the event. 

3) Student Performance Series Committee: This committee can be headed by any 
member of the SC. This committee is responsible for facilitating an opportunity each 
Sunday night at 19:00 for students to perform in the Blindern Dormitory Music 
Room. Advertisement and announcement of the program are the main 
responsibilities, as well as encouraging students to showcase their talents. 

SC also has the power to create any other committee deemed necessary to facilitate activities 
for students at ISS. Each one must be headed by a member of SC. CH are encouraged to call 
on the talents of non-member students to help them in their endeavors. 

§5. Meeting Procedure 
The President must create an agenda for each meeting of SC. This agenda is to be submitted 
to the Control Committee the day before the meeting so that issues of constitutionality can 
be addressed. The following format should be utilized when preparing the agenda: 

I. Call to Order 

A) Bring everyone`s attention to the meeting at hand. 

II. Reports 

A) Each committee head with something to report from their committee should 
make a statement at this point in the meeting. Specific matters can either be 
discussed at this point, later in the meeting, or outside of the meeting. 

III. Old Business 
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A) If some item of business was left unresolved at the last meeting, or otherwise 
requires follow up, those items are to be addressed at this point in the meeting. 

IV. New Business 

A) If anyone wants to present new items for discussion or action, those items would 
be presented at this point in the meeting. 

V. Close Meeting 

A) If time allows, potentially open the floor to last minute comments or concerns 

B) Adjourn Meeting 

No regular meeting should exceed a length longer than one hour. Special meetings of SC can 
be called if deemed appropriate by SC. 

§6. Amendments to the Constitution 
When it is deemed necessary, this document can be amended to reflect changes in attitudes 
expressed by the SC and/or the ISS student body. The following is the process by which the 
constitution can be amended: 

1) Inform the Control Committee of the intent to amend the Constitution. 

◦ This must be done at least five days in advance of the meeting at which the 
amendment would be ratified. 

2) Await the recommendation of the Control Committee 

◦ While the advice of the Control Committee should weigh heavily on the decision 
to continue the amendment process, the Control Committee cannot prevent an 
amendment so long as there is not extenuating circumstances outside of SC 
jurisdiction that would come into conflict in said amendment. 

3) Bring Amendment to SC for ratification 

◦ A vote must be taken to approve any amendments to the constitution. A 2/3 
majority must be reached within at least ½ of all representatives. If less than ½ 
of SC is present at the time of voting, a vote on the issue cannot be held. The 
voting will be done by ballot, and the ballots will be counted by a neutral party. 

4) Act on the vote 

◦ If an amendment is passed, it comes into effect immediately after passage is 
confirmed to the SC. If an amendment is denied, then no further action is taken 
on that amendment. 

Any given amendment can be brought before SC an unlimited number of times so long as 
this aforementioned procedure is adhered to. 


