EXAM, SUM 3011/4011a

15. October 2007, 0900 - 1300
You are to answer 2 of the following 3 questions.  Try to be comprehensive but concise. The quality of your answer is more important than its quantity.

1. Some claim that, by comparison with mono-disciplinary research, inter-disciplinary research is more relevant for policy-makers but less academically rigorous. Discuss, by reference to different texts, disciplines, and issues.

2. Given any research question, the choice of method or methods brings with it strengths and weaknesses in terms of validity, reliability, quality and so on. Two specific methods that have been discussed in lecture are referred to as ‘experimental study’ (as exemplified in the Nesheim et al. 2006 article in the pensum) and ‘survey’. 

a. What are important criteria to consider in the choice and design of an experimental study?  What are its strengths and weaknesses? 

b. What are important aspects to consider when designing a survey? Describe advantages and disadvantages with the approach.

3. Suppose you have been given one year to find out, and submit a report on, how Norwegians use water in their homes and what is the potential for reducing their water consumption. Justify and describe the methods you would use, discussing the strengths and weaknesses of each.

