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You are to answer 2 of the following 3 questions.  Try to be comprehensive but concise. Quality is more important than quantity.

1. In the Wilhite et al. article from the compendium on household energy use in Japan and Norway, the researchers use qualitative interviews (a small sample of in depth, open-ended interviews) as their primary research method.  Ortner, in her article about the relationship between Sherpas and mountaineers in Tibet relies on an ethnographic methodological approach, i.e. one grounded in participant observation.  Compare and contrast these two research methods.  Give attention to advantages and disadvantages of each.

2. Describe and compare the challenges involved in undertaking multi-disciplinary research and interdisciplinary research. You should adopt the OECD (1972) distinction between the two:

multi-disciplinary: autonomy of the different disciplines; does not lead to changes in the existing disciplinary and theoretical structures;

interdisciplinary:  formulation of a uniform, discipline-transcending terminology or common methodology; cooperation within a common framework shared by the disciplines involved.

3. Answer the following questions regarding the randomization of a research sample: what does randomization mean, in what kind of studies is randomization performed, and what is the purpose of it? In your answer, address how a randomized sample selection differs from a non-random (subjective) sample selection. Also address how choice of method (randomized versus subjective) is relevant with regard to bias and validity of results.
