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This course is very demanding because most of the students who take it have no background 

in South Asian history/studies. Over the years of teaching this course I have developed 

techniques which allow those students who are willing to meet the challenge to succeed. A 

great many students who begin the course drop out, but those that remain tend to do well.  

This year out of 8 who took the exam, one failed. Of the others there were three C’s, two B’s, 

and two A’s.  As with last year, I am pleased with the results and think that they are a fair 

representation of what students accomplished in taking the course. As I told the students, 

when I discussed their first draft of the essay, my impression was that they all took the 

assignment  seriously and were struggling with the issues presented by the oppgave text. 

To help the students, after the first introductory lecture, the next five lectures are posted on 

the web, not including a theoretical article which I go through with them in detail in class and 

which is on their syllabus. As a result of a suggestion which I received from students the last 

time I taught this course, this year I also usually made up a list of the words and dates in the 

order that they appear in a lecture and passed this out at the beginning of the class. This 

worked very well for me, as well, because I did not have to take time to write items on the 

blackboard. As a result this was the first time I was able to keep to the time-table of lectures 

which I had planned before the lectures started. 

Another technique I employ is to use lots of transparencies of maps, buildings, and sculpture. 

I also regularly divide the students into groups with questions for them to discuss together 

which are related to the topic of the day. This is followed by classroom discussion where the 

groups report on what they decided. I do this in the very first class meeting. This chance to 

talk about a topic helps them to find out what they do not know and, of course, they become 

more at ease in asking questions and speaking in class. Still, I would welcome more class 

participation. 

I realise that having only 8 students take an exam may not be encouraging in the eyes of the 

department leadership. My feeling, though, is that this course is equivalent, in a way, to the 

courses offered in Sanskrit at the Faculty. They are intended for those students who are 

especially motivated.  The courses transmit important knowledge about India/South Asia to 

produce scholars who can take a longue durée view of civilization on the subcontinent. This 

knowledge is useful in debates when dealing with those who, all too often, focus strictly on 

post-colonial events and trends. 

Pamela Price, 9 December 2010 


