
FIL4080 

Schedule including readings 

The reading list includes texts that discuss philosophical method explicitly, but also texts that serve as 

examples of various methodological approaches. Not all approaches and variations are represented 

in these texts. Some of the texts argue in favor of specific approaches. As always, read critically. 

Some texts are categorized as illustrations, and some as supplementary. These provide background, 

illustrations and food for further thought. Some of these will be relevant readings for the writing 

samples. Texts are available in pdf in FIL4080’s fronter room, except for most of the supplementary 

texts. Assigned readings are approximately 300 pages, excluding supplementary readings. 

 

Session 1. Overview, advice, and information 

Introduction. We’ll give an overview of different approaches to philosophy. We’ll also talk about - 

and give some advice concerning - the practice of doing academic philosophy. In the second half, 

we’ll introduce you to the main philosophical research projects hosted by our department. 

Beaney’s entry on analysis gives a nice overview of different understandings of philosophical analysis 

in a historical perspective. The extract from Reichenbach introduces the context of discovery – 

context of justification distinction. This distinction is relevant both for understanding approaches in 

philosophy of science, and for reflecting upon philosophical practice itself.  

 Beaney, Michael, "Analysis", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2012 Edition), 

 Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = <http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2012/entries/analysis/>.  

 Reichenbach, Hans  ”The three tasks of epistemology” in Experience and Prediction, University of 

 Chicago Press 1938. 

Session 2. Conceptual analysis and revisionary approaches 

We’ll talk about conceptual analysis, partly in contrast to revisionary and constructive approaches. 

Jackson’s text is a defence of conceptual analysis. The approach of experimental philosophy will also 

be discussed, and the text by Knobe & Nichols introduces the topic from the perspective of two the 

central contributors in the field. Russell’s classic “On the notion of cause” illustrates a revisionary 

approach. 

 

 Jackson, Frank “The role of conceptual analysis” in From Metaphysics to Ethics, OUP 1998. 

  

 Knobe, Joshua & Shaun Nichols ”An experimental philosophy manifesto” in Joshua Knobe & Shaun 

 Nichols (eds.), Experimental Philosophy. Oxford University Press (2007)  

  

 Russell, Bertrand “On the notion of cause” in Russell on Metaphysics, edited by Stephen Mumford, 

 Routledge 2003. 

 

 

http://philpapers.org/s/Joshua%20Knobe
http://philpapers.org/s/Shaun%20Nichols
http://pantheon.yale.edu/~jk762/manifesto.pdf


Session 3. History of philosophy  

Hand in first writing sample! 

 

We’ll talk about history of philosophy, and critically dicuss methodological approaches within this 

branch of philosophy. We’ll also discuss hybrid approaches, i.e. approaches that attempt to be both 

historical and make contributions to contemporary debates.   

Skinner’s text focuses on “mythologies” in history of philosophy and ideas. He explains and illustrates 

several methodological problems, and gives many examples from the literature. Korsgaard’s text 

illustrates a neo-kantian, possibly hybrid, approach. 

 Skinner, Quentin “Meaning and understanding in the history of ideas”, History and Theory, Vol.8, No. 

 1, pp 3-53, 1969. 

 Korsgaard, Christine “The right to lie: Kant on dealing with evil” Philosophy and Public Affairs, Vol.15, 

 No.4, pp. 325-349, 1986. 

 

Session 4. Analytic-Continental divide and masterclass 

We’ll discuss the so-called analytic-continental divide in philosophy. Føllesdal’s text and the interview 

with Glendinning discusses the analytic-continental divide. Also, CSMN post.doc Sebastian Watzl will 

visit and answer questions about method, approach, etc in his paper “How attention structures 

consciousness”. Make sure to prepare for this session by reading his paper and prepare questions.  

 

Føllesdal, Dagfinn “Analytic Philosophy: What is it and why should one engage in it?” Ratio (New 

series) IX 3 December 1996. 

 

Glendinning, Simon http://philosophybites.com/2013/05/simon-glendinning-on-philosophys-two-

cultures-analytic-and-continental.html 

 

 Watzl, Sebastian “How attention structures consciousness” under review. 

     

Session 5. Methods in Ethics 

Hand in second writing sample! 

 

In this session we’ll discuss methodological approaches in ethics. In particular, we will look at the 

method of reflective equilibrium, and the use of intuitions within this branch of philosophy. Snare 

gives an overview of different kinds of methodological approaches in ethics. Singer and Elster discuss 

the use of intuitions and imaginary cases. The text by Thomson illustrates an approach that relies 

heavily on intuitions and test cases. 

 Snare, Frank “John Rawls and the methods of ethics” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 

 Vol.36, No.1, pp. 100-112, 1975. 

 Singer,Peter “Ethics and intuitions” The journal of ethics, 9, pp 331-352, 2005 

http://philosophybites.com/2013/05/simon-glendinning-on-philosophys-two-cultures-analytic-and-continental.html
http://philosophybites.com/2013/05/simon-glendinning-on-philosophys-two-cultures-analytic-and-continental.html


 Elster, Jakob “How outlandish can imaginary cases be?” Journal of Applied Philosophy,Vol.28, No.3, 

 2011. 

 Thomson, Judith-Jarvis “Self-Defence” Philosophy and Public Affairs, Vol.20, No.4, pp. 283-310, 1991. 

 

 

 

Supplementary texts 

The following four texts give background on the analytic-synthetic distinction, the possibility of conceptual 

analysis, and Quine’s critique of logical empiricism and views on ontology. 

 

 Soames, Scott “Ontology, analyticity, and meaning: the Quine-Carnap dispute” in Metametaphysics, 

 edited by Chalmers, Manley and Wasserman. Oxford. 

 

 Carnap, Rudolf “The Objective” in The logical structure of the world, University of California Press 

 1967. 

 

 Quine, W.V.O. “On what there is” in From a logical point of view, Harvard University Press, 1953. 

 

 Quine, W.V.O. “Two dogmas of empiricism” in From a logical point of view, Harvard University Press, 

 1953. 

 

The introduction from Feyerabend is included as a contrast to Reichenbach. Together with Kuhn’s classic it is 

relevant for one of the writing sample topics. 

 

 Feyerabend, Paul “Introduction” in Against method, Verso 1988. 

 Kuhn, Thomas The structure of scientific revolutions, University of Chicago Press, 3
rd

 edition 1996. 

 

Gadamer’s book is a classic when it comes to method and interpretation. 

  

 Gadamer, Hans-Georg Truth and Method, Continuum international publishing group, 1975. 

 

Stalnaker’s text discusses Jackson’s defence of conceptual analysis. 

 

 Stalnaker, Robert “Metaphysics without Conceptual Analysis” Philosophy and Phenomenological 

 Research, Vol.62, No.3, pp 631-636, 2001.  

 

Finally, Williamson’s book is at the core of contemporary debates in metaphilosophy, and Cappelen’s recent 

contribution is also widely discussed. 

 

 Williamson, Timothy The Philosophy of Philosophy, Blackwell 2007. 

  

 Cappelen, Herman Philosophy without intuitions, Oxford University Press 2012. 

 


