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We are all familiar with the experience of wrongdoing: There are people whose actions cause
harm for others. We may ourselves be the victims of such harm. How should we respond to
the wrongdoing? Should we blame the wrongdoer? But he might not deserve to be blamed.
Should we forgive the wrongdoer? But what does an act of forgiveness bring about and what
are its normative constraints? Or should we punish the wrongdoer? But who has the right or
the duty to punish whom for what? And what should the punishment be? In this course, we
shall explore these and related questions.

The topic of the course is situated at the interface of normative moral theory and the
philosophy of law. First, we shall look at various ways to conceptualize and understand
wrongdoing. Then, we shall explore different ways of responding to wrongdoing and in
particular blame, forgiveness, and punishment.

The course will be taught in English.

Participants are requested to attend the seminar meetings on a regular basis (they cannot miss
more than 3 meetings) and to participate in the discussions. In the course of the semester, they
will have to submit two short texts and a draft of the semester paper (‘semesteroppgave’).
Participants will get feedback to their texts in the course of the semester. At the end of the
semester, they have to submit a revised semester paper. All texts can be submitted either in
English or in Norwegian.

The point of my requesting short texts and a draft for the semester paper is to encourage
participants to write on the topics we discuss and to learn to improve their writing with the
help of the feedback they get.
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