Course Report for EAST4510 –Approaches to East Asian Culture and History, Autumn 2012

Lectures for the course EAST4510 in Autumn 2012 followed the lecture plan without any significant deviations. 5 students took the final exam.  The grade results were average or above average. This statistic allows us to assess the motivation level of the students as very satisfactory.

The lectures and the course as a whole were assessed more or less positively (grade 5) by the only student who gave his/her answers. However, I do think that there is one problem with this course, and that is certain incongruence between the theoretical part, mostly based on the world-system theory, and the lecturing by almost all the teachers – apart from me – which is mostly utilizing other theoretical instruments. I think that next time, I will try to first check with all the other teachers which theories they mostly use in their teaching, and build up my theoretical introduction anew, with full consideration given to the theoretical elements in the actual teaching by all the other colleagues. So far I have noticed that the other teachers seem to be mainly replying upon the diverse theories of nation-state building, as well as the theoretical instruments relevant for the research on the changes in the gender paradigms on the way towards modernity, or for the exploration of the acceptance of the European international law outside of Europe. I will try to check it all in-depth with all the teachers involved, and make the changes to my theoretical part accordingly. Moreover, I am afraid that there were too few seminars (in practice, only one, on the techniques of writing a master project description). I think that more seminars may be needed, since the teaching based almost exclusively on the lectures, may demotivate the students.  
I am not sure how representative the answers to the questionnaire are, since only one out of 5 students ever responded to the questions. In the future I will try to get the students’ feedback and responses in the midst of the course, in order to be able to make the changes on the way to better suit students’ needs and wishes.
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