Course Report for EAST4520 – Topics in East Asian Societies and Politics, Spring 2013
Lectures for the course EAST4520 in Spring 2013 followed the lecture plan without any significant deviations. 5 students took the final exam.  The grade statistics allows us to assess the motivation level of the students as relatively satisfactory, “C” being the median grade. Judging from the self-selected topics of their written essays and presentations, the students showed interest in a diverse array of subjects, ranging from English loanwords in contemporary Mandarin Chinese to the Buddhist justifications for the pre-1945 Japanese militarism. Such a diversity of interests is to be encouraged, but it also makes difficult custom-tailoring the course to suit all or at least most of its participants. 
The lectures and the course as the whole were assessed very positively (all the 2 students who answered the questionnaire, gave the lectures and the course grades 6 and 5 respectively).  I am not sure, however, how representative the answers to the questionnaire are, since only 2 out of 5 students responded to the questions. Judging from what students told me personally, I would suggest that their general attitude towards the course was largely positive, but certain points in its content and form were – mostly rightly – questioned. 

“Societies and politics” in the East Asian societies, encompassing around one-fourth of the humanity, is potentially a topic of enormous breadth. It is completely impossible to cover it all in its entirety by 10-12 lectures; the alternative we chose was to pick up the identical sub-themes for all the three teachers involved (teaching on China, Japan and Korea respectively) and organize the teaching around them. For the Spring 2013, the selected sub-themes were migration, media and general modes of government, owing partly to the teachers’ own research topics (the principle of research-based teaching). While this way of teaching East Asia’s society and politics seems to be justifiable as such, certain problems do remain. 

· First, while the last two topics are mutually linked (governance is organically connected to media management, especially in East Asian societies), the first topic (migration) does not seem to be naturally connected to the rest. Thus, most likely, in the future we will have to build a more internally inter-connected package of sub-themes. 

· Second, despite all our efforts, the lack of coherence between the three teachers engaged in teaching the course was still criticized. Which means, that next time, the teachers will most likely have to share their lecture materials before the lectures, so that to ensure that they at least try to answer certain interrelated questions on governance, media etc. in diverse countries of East Asia.  

· Third, it appears that among the two books on the reading list, Digital Media in East Asia: National Innovation and the Transformation of a Region, was more useful for both teachers and students than Wind over Water: Migration in an East Asian Context. We most likely have to reconsider the use of the latter as obligatory source, and ideally, should just switch to uploading the needed articles to the Fronter, dealing away with the traditional “obligatory reading list” of paper books as such.
The method of final assessment employed at this course (term paper + oral presentation) appears to be more or less unproblematic. It seems, however, that we may need more seminar presentations by the students, to keep them more active throughout the duration of the course.
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