Course report for JAP4520 - Traditional Culture in Modern Japan, Autumn 2012

Did the course run according to plan?

Yes.

Statistics

2 students signed up; 1 took the exam.

Proposed changes

This was the first time we ran our new MA programme, and the first time this course was taught.  We had 10 classes of 3 hours; in each class, we spent about half the time discussing a book chapter or an academic article, and the other half translating and discussing a Japanese primary or secondary source.  This worked well, but has the disadvantage that the course is closed to interested MA students who do not know Japanese.  For part of the course, we were joined by just such a student, who made a very welcome contribution to our discussions.  Another student dropped out because of lacking translation skills.

For these reasons, I will probe the possibility of offering an additional exam option for students without Japanese, so that the course can reach a broader spectrum of students.

Student evaluation
The one student who filled out the electronic questionnaire gave a 5 to both the course as a whole and the “lectures”; a 4 to the “seminars” and the reading list.  It is difficult to interpret this, since all classes were interactive seminars.  The respondent was satisfied with the balance between discussion and translation.
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