Periodic Evaluation Report

KIN2501 - Chinese Society and Politics 

The course Kinas samfunn og politikk has been changed from a basic level to an advanced level course since Fall 2010. There were in total twenty-nine students who attended the Fall 2011 course, and twenty-three students took the final exam. Among those who took the exam, one student was given a grade A, seven were given a grade B, eight were given a grade C, six were given a grade D, and one was given a grade E. 

Following previous course arrangements, the content of the Fall 2011 course was also separated into various topics, including family, social mobility, social welfare, religion, mass media, etc. How to narrow down all these general topics and how to find a balance between analytical and introductory teaching preferences are the main challenges for the teacher. Necessary changes could be made either through overall course content arrangements, or through teaching methods: 

(1) Course arrangement: The teacher chooses one specific topic as the focus of the course, and helps the students to develop an understanding of Chinese society and politics through an in-depth exploration of the chosen topic. 

(2) Teaching method: Classes can be arranged in a seminar-format, which consists of presentations and discussions. The presentations and discussions focus on specific cases with relation to suggested seminar topic. 

The feedback from the students who took the Fall 2011 course shows that they were interested in the diversity in course content. The latter change might be a better solution. 
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