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Please answer both 1 and 2 in complete sentences.
1.
The following text contains TEN errors (none of which involves commas or full stops). Identify and correct these errors. Explain your corrections by reference to context and/or grammatical rules.
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	For the past 30 years or so, something peculiarly has been happening. Decade by decade, life expectancy for older people have risen at unpresidented rates. Yet those older people have taken a double dividend by retiring earlier and earlier, often stretching the start of effective retirement to as early as 50. 
    Forget that dream: that is the message coming from pension providers. Earlier this month the Institute for Public Policy Research, the governments favourite think-tank, advocated rising the standard retirement age to 67. Physical strength clearly declines with age. So, too, does some cognitive skills. Elder workers perform worse than younger ones in tests of working memory and the ability to process complex new informations rapidly. However, what matters in today’s workplace is the mix of skills, experience and character that individuals bring to bare. And older employers show less absenteeism, lower turnover, fewer accidents, higher job satisfaction and more positive work values than younger workers.


2.
Answer the questions below, which refer to the two texts which follow. Text 1 is a reader’s letter to the American news magazine Newsweek, Text 2 a similar letter to the British magazine The Spectator.
Questions

a. State briefly what you take to be the main message of each text.

b. Sum up the main arguments put forward by each writer in support of his view. Which writer would you say argues his case more convincingly?

c. What is the purpose and effect of the four questions contained in Text 1?

d. Text 2 contains three quotations from other speakers/writers (Spiro Agnew, Paul Robinson and George W. Bush). How does the writer of Text 2 signal his own opinion of the views expressed in those quotations?

e. What do you think is the purpose of including the three adverbials certainly (Text 1, line 2), aptly (Text 2, line 2) and admittedly (Text 2, line 10)?

f. Between them the two texts contain four progressive verb forms. Identify these verb forms, and explain what meaning the progressive expresses. How would the meaning change if the progressive was replaced by the non-progressive in these four cases?

g. The word there occurs twice in Text 2 (lines 7 and 16). State what syntactic pattern this word is part of in each case. Would any difference in pronunciation be likely between the two uses of there?
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	Fareed Zakaria’s article, which should be required reading for the entire Bush team, was certainly correct about the administration’s handling of the Iraq debacle. Your pullquote, “This has been a massive enterprise undertaken with little planning and extreme arrogance,” should be the motto engraved on the monument built to honor the U.S. and allied dead in this expensive, horrific fiasco. While our forces continue to be killed, what is being gained? Is Iraq liberated? Is my world safer from terror? Can the United States regain its prestige? We continue to spend billions of dollars on the war, but our economy is in trouble. Thousands are laid off, and the chances of speedy re-employment are minute. Lets’ hope that the coming election sends the right message to the White House.

Edward Johnson
Pompton Lake, New Jersey
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	Sir: A past, but disgraced, American vice president, Spiro Agnew, coined the phrase, ‘the nattering nabobs of negativism’, which aptly describes Paul Robinson, author of the article ‘Will the UN and the EU triumph over the US?’ (18 October). Referring to Iraq he says, ‘I suspect that they [the Americans] will fail to achieve their real aims, and that the result will be something that one can only call “defeat”.’ I have news for Mr Robinson and his friends. Democracy is already sprouting in Iraq. There is now a free press with more than 100 newspapers printing what they please. And when Iraqis do not like what their occupiers are doing, they take to the streets and demonstrate – and we let them do so. It is admittedly messy at present, but progress is being made against formidable odds. As Mr Bush also said this past May, ‘The advance of freedom is the surest strategy to undermine the appeal of terror in the world. Where freedom takes hold, hatred gives way to hope. When freedom takes hold, men and women turn to the peaceful pursuit of a better life.’

Stay tuned. We will get there in spite of the nattering nabobs of negativism. Don’t underestimate our resolve.

Howard I. Shapiro
Woodmere, New York


