ENG 0101 Paper 2 - To be handed in at the IBA office  by Nov 21 at 3 p.m
Question 1
Read the two texts below and answer the questions that follow.
Text 1
1   There are clear indications from the National Child Development Study that poor 

2   physical home conditions are associated with declining levels of achievement. Poor 

3   housing, overcrowding, and even lack of good bathrooms facilities appear to be 

4   statistically related to behavioural differences such as a tendency to play truant 

5   frequently. These are, in turn, related to poor performance on tests of reading and 

6   arithmetic.
7   Language is another problem. Where English is not the mother tongue, children may 

8    have difficulty in trying to master a new language and the school curriculum at the 

9   same time. Where the first language is English, but a different dialect (for example 

10 West Indian Creole), teachers may underestimate a child’s difficulty in speaking both 11  their natural first dialect and the ‘standard’ English of the classroom.

12  Selection procedures, including tests of ‘verbal reasoning’ are almost certain to 

13  discriminate against minority groups with less competence in that kind of ‘test 

14  language’. However able ethnic minority children might be, their talents are wasted if 15 they cannot express themselves in terms understandable to examiners.


From New Society as printed in Study Writing by L. Hamp-Lyons & B. Heasley, CUP
Text 2
1   When we were in England last year, I went fishing with my friend Peter. Early in the 
2   morning we were sitting quietly by the side of a lake when we had an unpleasant surprise. 3   We saw a duck come along with three ducklings paddling cheerfully behind her. As I 
4   watched them, there was a sudden swirl in the water. We caught a glimpse of the vicious 
5   jaws of a pike – a fish which is rather like a freshwater shark – and one of the ducklings 
6   was dragged below the surface.

7   This incident made Peter furious. He vowed to catch the pike. On three successive 

8   mornings we returned to the vicinity and used several different kinds of bait. On the third 

9   day Peter was lucky. Using an artificial frog as bait, he managed to hook the monster. 

10 There was a desperate fight but Peter was determined to capture the pike and he 

11 succeeded. When he had got it ashore and killed it, he weighed the fish and found that it 

12 scaled nearly thirty pounds – a record for that district.
Questions:

a.  Comment on the main linguistic differences between  these two texts. What genres would          

     you say they belong to?

b. How many finite verbs are there in lines 1-6 of text 1? - and in lines 1-6 of text 2?
c. Give a definition of what is meant by ‘a nominalisation’. Identify nominalisations in the 

    first 6 lines of text 1. Rewrite these lines in a more verbal style, so that we understand who 

    does what, but do not change the content of the passage.

d.  Why does appear in line 3 of text 1 occur in the plural?
e. Give a grammatical explanation of the difference between the original lines 14-15 of text 

    1 and the following version: However, ethnic minority children might be able, but their  

    talents are wasted if…examiners. What is the difference in meaning?
f.  Would a simple form sat be a good replacement for were sitting in line 2 of text 2? Give 

     your reason(s).
g.  Explain why cheerfully in line 3 of text 2 has an –ly ending.

h.  What is the exact meaning of scaled in line 12 of text 2?

i.   Text 2 is a written account of an incident. Some language choices in the original would be 

     unlikely if the I person told the story to a friend, i.e. used impromptu spoken language. Can 

     you identify some of these?
Question 2

The following text appeared in a promotion leaflet for an Irish pub in Oslo.  It contains many clear mistakes in grammar and orthography AND a number of awkward and unidiomatic choices of vocabulary. [You will have to assume that the historical facts are correct.]
Correct or improve on what is wrong or unidiomatic and add a very brief explanation for each of your improvements. Write out your own version and add a number after each correction, which you match up with its explanation at the end.
A Little Irish History

  1  Ireland is one of the smallest, but most beautiful lands in Europe. No where else can you 

  2  find such a varying landscape in a relatively small area. From flat lushous green fields to 

  3  steep cliffs that drop vertically down into the sea.

 4  Ireland is an old nation which has been inhabited for more than 8000 years. The land 
 5  gained it’s independence in 1922, although many say that the land is not truely 
 6 independent, because the Northeast corner never gained independence.

 7  The gaelic language and the catholisism became strongly suppressed by the English forces 
 8  under the control of Cromwell, with a heavy, violent hand. But the opposition and the 

 9  hatred  towards the suppressors was strong and continious. In the beginning of the 20the 
10 century the opposition blazed up against the English landlords. A new law gave Ireland 
11 partly independence in 1914, but because of the outbreak of the first world war, the 

12 passing of the law was delayed. The peoples dissatisfaction were growing. This resulted in 

13 the so-called ‘easter uprising’ in 1916. This was suppressed after four days. But when the 

14 uprisingleaders were executed , the bitterness grew throughout the nation, and in 1919 new 

15 armed altercations between the uprisers and the British troops began. The conflict lasted 

16 until 1921 when a ceasefire was agreed and a peace treaty was signed. That divided Ireland 

17 in two parts, Ireland gained 26 of the 33 regions, while Britain retained control of the 

18 remaining 6 in Northern Ireland.
