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ENG 0101 Praktisk engelsk språkbruk  – generell innføring
Question 1  (331/3%)
Write about 500 words on one of the following topics:  
a)  Give a summary of the main points in David Graddol’s article ‘The future of English 

     as a European Language’.

b)  To what extent do the characters of Marcus and Will develop in the course of Nick  

      Hornby's novel About a Boy?
c)  Discuss and exemplify the difference between sympathy and empathy.

d)  What evidence is there that Oslo is developing into a multi-cultural city?

Question 2 (331/3%)
The text below contains ten clear mistakes in grammar and orthography. Correct what is wrong and add a brief explanation of each of your corrections. 

You do not have to write out the passage in full. On the ordinary answer paper just number your corrections, refer to the line where the mistake is, write out the corrected version and give a brief and concise explanation, drawing on the appropriate meta-language.

1
Is our permissive world of diminishing ‘Don’ts’ the direct cause of the present social 
2
and cultural mediocrity? Have we somehow got it all wrong, pampered ourself to a 
3
standstill? Perhaps the natural perversity in the man and beast to disregard all such 
4
prohibitions are the stimulant for many levels of adventure and achievement. Take the 5
young child which is told to stay in one room and immediately wants to do anything  

6
but that- or the dog that is given a brand new basket and straight away decides to sleep 7
out of it in the coldest place on the kitchen floor.
8
For people with a compliant nature it is little stimulus in challenging accepted norms, 9
but for some extraordinary people the same perversity can be the spur for high 
10
achievement, acts of outstanding courage, or the fuse that leads to the detonation of 
11
enormous talents.
12
The most of us, when told that we were mortally ill with cancer, would write our wills, 13
make peas with God and accept our fate. But Sir Francis Chichester, already at an age 14
when most people want to live a quiet and comfortable life, chose to sail around the 
15
world alone.

16
Bernard Shaw knew it, probably all of us know it, yet few of us recognise its power-
17
packed potential: ‘Reasonable people’, said Shaw, ‘adapt themselves to the world- 
18
unreasonable people expect the world to adapt itself to them. Therefore all progresses 19
will be made by unreasonable people.’
20
So perhaps a little more of ‘you can’t, you mustn’t, you shouldn’t’ would spark off 
21
a lot of dormant talent and help us overcome any defects we might have. So if your 
22
child breaks a leg while she skies, don’t despair- she may end up an olympic 
23
champion, or if she is slow at maths and can never do the sums correctly, console 
24
yourself with the thought that that’s how it was for Einstein too.
   Adapted from ‘Top Flaw’ in V. Hazandra- Despotopoulou, Attitudes and Opinions

Question 3 (331/3%)
Read the two text extracts below and answer the questions that follow. A)  can be answered briefly,  b) requires a fuller answer.
Text 1

Flat out on the outside
1
London 2.55pm you’ve got to get to Edinburgh in a hurry so you board the new 
2
InterCity 225 at Kings Cross and Britain’s fastest train races out of the station and the 3
grey of North London becomes the green of Hertfordshire and surely this can’t be 
4
Peterborough already but yes it is or rather it was because you’re off again and this is 5
your driver speaking we are now flying at a height of 6 feet above the ground at speeds 6
up to 125 mph and countryside rushes past a blur of green and gold fast forward to 
7
York don’t blink or you’ll miss the historic Minster all aboard and once again you’re
8
going flat-out across Yorkshire’s hills and dales with no roadworks, radar-traps or 
9
flashing blue lights to stop you and the cars in the fast lane on the motorway race past 10
you backwards coming soon to a window near you Newcastle phew it’s a wonder you 11
don’t need seat belts on this train and the Northumberland coast is clear and you sprint 12
along beside the sea to picturesque Berwick and one day you decide you’d like to stay 13
here longer but not today and you’re in Scotland now don’t take the high road or the 14
low road take the railway and you’ll be there before anyone because time waits for no 15
man except you travelling on the InterCity 225 it’s now three hours fifty-nine minutes 16
since you left today this must be a record welcome to Edinburgh.



From R. Carter et al, Working with Texts
Text 2

Bush steps up pressure on North Korea

1
President George Bush yesterday turned a farewell party visit to his Texas ranch by 
2
Jiang Zemin into an informal lobbying session to persuade China to exert the 
3
maximum pressure on North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons programme.

4
On the sidelines of this weekend’s summit of the Pacific rim nations in Mexico, Mr 
5
Bush will discuss the crisis on the peninsula with the leaders of Japan and South Korea 6
– both of whom had been working to improve ties with the reclusive Communist 
7
regime before the stunning disclosure last week that it was secretly developing nuclear 8
arms.
9
But Mr Bush believes China’s stance is the key to a concerted effort to make the North 10
Koreans back down.




From The Independent, 26 Oct, 2002
Questions:
a. What is the purpose of each text?  Justify your answer.

b. Comment on the main linguistic differences between the two texts and discuss if the   

    options chosen in each contribute to effective communication given its purpose and 

    content .
