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Question 1

The text below contains ten clear mistakes in grammar. Correct what is wrong and add a brief explanation of each of your corrections.

You do not have to write out the passage in full. On the ordinary answer paper just number your corrections, refer to the line where the mistake is, write out the corrected version and give brief and concise explanations based on rules of grammar and clues in the context.

1
Living with children is one of the few situations where virtue is rewarded. Though it 

2
sounds intolerable priggish to say so, parents who think first what’s best for their 

3
children really do have an easier, comfortabler life than they who do what they like

4
and make the kids fit in.

5
The key decision is: should both parents go out to work? The important is that 

6
parents realise how vital their care is to a young baby. If they do, then it is easier for  

7
them to decide that the extra money they might earn, don’t count after all.

8
As is often the case, is the evidence not as clear-cut as we expect.  All research is 

9
agreeing that consistent loving care and a high level of stimulation are essential 

10        ingredients in optimal child development. But it is increasing doubt that the 24-hour-11
a-day, seven-days-a-week mum is the best way to provide it.

12
Two recently independent studies have come up with the same result: 40 % of 

13
mothers who stay at home with children under five are clinically depressed, 

14        although the depression is not necessarily caused by staying at home. There are 

15        many mothers who, without to be depressed, are oppressed by the unending 

16
repetitive task of caring for a continuously chattering toddler.

Adapted from an article in M. Swan, Inside Meaning
Question 2

The examples below contain language choices that may not be definitely wrong, but are awkward, unidiomatic or unnecessarily wordy and complicated. Suggest ways of revising and improving them. Explain what you have done and why.

1
While putting the finishing touches to his speech, Mary Smith, his senior colleague, 

            telephoned him to say that there had been an accident.

2
He accepted that Muriel should be offered the job and to advise her as best as he could 

            during her first weeks.

3
Anyone who is better at anything is automatically criticised and regarded among his or 

            her classmates in a negative manner to try and ‘bring them down to earth again’.

4
As a consequence, there is little extra inspiration for the pupils that are above average 

            smartness to excel. Lack of challenges may cause them to lose interest in school, while 

            the more average pupils are satisfied, who are of course the majority.

5 
In the UK only students with rich parents enjoy the privilege of attaining private 

            schools.

6
The education system should be more challenging, effective, and encouraging hard 

            work and develop intelligence.

7         Why some students do not aim for excellence or others do not get top marks even if 

            they try are a complex phenomenon.

8
Marcus had ever since he transferred to his new London school felt very lonely.

Question 3

Write about 500 words on one of the following topics:

a) Describe the relationship between Marcus and his mother in About a Boy and how it develops in the course of the novel.

b) Discuss the role of the English language in Norwegian culture and its influence on the Norwegian language.

c) Write a letter to the editor of a daily newspaper in which you give your opinion of the study reform (“Kvalitetsreformen”) from the point of view of a university student.

Question 4

Read the text extract below and answer the questions that follow. (Underlining and use of italics are as in the original text.)

	1

5

10

15

20
	Felt but not seen

Because our miracle is on the inside…

Our sleep technology is recognized by NASA, raved about by the media, extolled worldwide by no less than 25,000 sleep medical professionals.

Yet this miracle has to be felt to be believed.

While the thick, ornate pads that cover most mattresses are necessary to keep the hard steel springs inside, they create a hammock effect outside – and can actually cause pressure points. Inside our bed, billions of microporoscopic memory cells function as “molecular springs” that contour precisely to your every curve and angle.

Tempur-Pedic’s Swedish scientists used NASA’s early anti-G-force research to invent Tempur pressure-relieving material – a remarkable new kind of viscoelastic bedding that reacts to body mass and temperature. It automatically adjusts to your exact shape and weight. And it’s the reason why millions of Americans are falling in love with the first new bed in 75 years: our high-tech Weightless Sleep marvel.

No wonder, 9 out of 10 enthusiastic Tempur-Pedic owners go out of their way to recommend our Swedish Sleep System to close friends and relatives. 82% tell us it’s the best bed they’ve ever had!

Please telephone us toll-free, without the slightest obligation, for a free demonstration kit. 

Why not call now, while you are thinking about it?

Free sample of tempur pressure-relieving material, the molecular heart of Tempur-Pedic’s legendary Weightless Sleep bed is yours for the asking. You also get a free video and Free Home Tryout Certificate.

For free demonstration kit, call toll-free 888-461-5451


a) How would you describe the text in terms of field and tenor (what is it about, and who is writing to whom)? What is the purpose of the text? Justify your answers.

b) Characterize the style of the text and the choice of vocabulary. To what extent is the style characteristic of this genre?

c) Rewrite the passive clauses in lines 2-3 in the active voice. Why do you think the writer chose the passive instead of the active?

d) What is the effect of using the expression no wonder (line 14)?

e) To what extent do you think the text is successful and effective, given its purpose? Justify your answers and give references to the text.
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