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OPPGAVEN

Question 1

a.
The text below contains ten clear mistakes in grammar. Correct what is wrong and add a brief explanation of each of your corrections.
You do not have to write out the passage in full. On the ordinary answer paper just number your corrections, refer to the line where the mistake is, write out the corrected version and give a brief and concise explanation based on rules of grammar and/or clues in the context.

1
“For those which have not seen the Harry Potter films, is this the car that is flying 

2
every time you see it in the movies, and it is very good known,” a police spokesman 

3
said. The blue Ford Anglia, registration 7990 TD, went missing from the South West 

4
Film Studios in St Agnes, Cornwall, western England.

5
Devon and Cornwall police said the car vanished between 5.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

6
October 26 and 4.15 p.m. the following day.

7
“The film prop was stored under tarpaulin for to protect it. It was not in good 

8
condition and could not have been driven away under its own steam,” the police 

9
spokesman told the UKs Press Association.

10
“It is suspected that it would have to have been towed or lifted from the scene, but it 11
were few clues to the identity of the thiefs.”

12
PC Mark Durkowski, from Peranporth, told Reuters the Ford Anglia was in the 

13
grounds of the film studios and visible from the road.

14
“It was very much in the open,” he said, adding that he did not believe the majority of 15
people in the area had any idea of the car’s connection with the Harry Potter films. So 16
far, no one have come forward with informations in the case.

b.

The following examples contain language choices that may not be definitely wrong, but they are awkward, biased, confusing, or unidiomatic. Suggest ways of revising and improving them without changing the intended meaning of the original. Explain what you have done and why. 

1. Having been thrown in the air, the dog caught the stick.

2. The FDA has established guidelines for drug safety and requiring pharmacists to comply with them.

3. Radiation exposure may be dangerous, precautions need to be taken.

4. Recer's article addresses the low level of literacy in America, and writes that there has been a steady decline in reading comprehension test scores on the SAT over the past two decades.

5. Any doctor needs to establish a relationship of full confidence with his patients.

Question 2

Write an account of some 20-25 lines in which you refer to features of vocabulary and grammar in these texts that can be said to be typical of the two genres, a news report and a speech respectively.




Assad’s dilemma

1
The release last week of a United Nations report on the assassination of former Prime 2
Minister Rafik Hariri of Lebanon threatens to create a perfect storm of adversity for 

3
the regime of President Bashar al-Assad of Syria. By satisfying the international 

4
community’s call that Syria cooperate with the inquiry of the UN prosecutor, Detlev 

5
Mehlis, Assad would undermine his domestic hold on power; by avoiding this, Assad 6
would ensure Syria’s almost total isolation and perhaps the imposition of international 7
sanctions.

8
On Tuesday, The UN Security Council began discussing the Mehlis report. This came 9
after Assad wrote a letter to the council, dated Sunday, in which he affirmed that while 10
Syria was ‘innocent’ of Hariri’s Feb 14 assassination, he was ‘ready to follow 

11
up action to bring to trial any Syrian who could be proved by concrete evidence to 

12
have had connection with this crime.’ The question now is how will Assad interpret 

13
his pledge.

14
In his report, Mehlis stated that his ‘investigation is not complete,’ and the UN 

15
secretary general, Kofi Annan, subsequently extended the inquiry until Dec. 15. But 16
the prosecutor had enough confidence in the information he had garnered to add that 17
there is ‘converging evidence pointing at both Lebanese and Syrian involvement in 

18
this terrorist act.’

International Herald Tribune, October 28, 2005





Politics as a moral duty

1
Let me first thank you, each of you, and through you, the hundreds, the thousands of 

2
Labour Party members for the work done, week in and week out, year in and year out, 3
to secure a historic third term victory, a victory not just in Labour votes and Labour 

4
seats: but a victory for our Labour values. 

---

6
It is because of you that the world has come together to double aid to Africa. It is 

7
because of your commitment that within five years millions more aids sufferers will 

8
have help. It is because of your persistence that 11 European governments [---] are 

9
now pledged as we are to meet the UN target of 0.7 percent of national income spent 10
on aid.


----

12
And let no one doubt that we will spend what it takes, bear each and every hardship, 13
endure each and every sacrifice […] and we will at all times have the strength and 

14
resolution so that there is no hiding place for terrorists – or those who finance 

15
terrorism - and so we will protect and defend the security of the people of this country.

16
And we will have the strength and resolution to take the right long term economic 

17
decisions too.

18
Why has it been that at every point since 1997, faced with the Asian crisis, the IT 

19
collapse, a stock exchange crash, an American recession, last year a house bubble, this 20
year rising oil prices, why has it been that at every point since 1997 Britain uniquely 21
has continued to grow?

22
I tell you…



Extracts from Gordon Brown’s speech at Labour’s annual conference, 2005

Question 3.

Write about 500 words on ONE of the following topics

1.

‘We need to outlaw preparing for an act of terrorism, publishing or selling material that incites terrorism and giving or receiving training in techniques such as how to spread viruses, place bombs and cause a stampede in a crowd. But such anti-terror legislation can act as a breach of human rights, and it may not be compatible with human rights law.’ Discuss. 

2.

‘According to the Future Foundation, we are increasingly curbing our enthusiasm for profligate consumption. Gone is the guilt-free pleasure-seeker, to be replaced by the model well-meaning citizen, the New Puritan - who thinks through the consequences of activities previously thought of as pleasurable and invariably elects to live without them. They're the New Puritans. A generation of young, educated and opinionated people determined to sidestep the consumerist perils of modern life. So if you own a 4x4, spend all your time shopping, or are simply overweight - watch your back. You might meet the moral minority aiming to mend our ways.’

Give your views on modern consumerism. 

(Adapted from The Guardian)
3.

In Nick Hornby’s book ‘About a Boy’ we meet two boys, thirty-six-year-old Will Freeman and twelve-year-old Marcus. The main theme of this book is that ‘no man is an island’.

Discuss.
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