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The questions must be answered in English.

Candidates may use1 - one – English-English dictionary.

They must receive a pass mark on both questions.

Question 1 (50%)

1A

The following text contains 10 errors of grammar. Correct them and explain your corrections with reference to rules of grammar and/or contextual clues.

Skiing down Everest

1
The news of Mr Miura, the Japanese skier who attempted to ski down Mount Everest, 2
have reached the international press.

3

He told reporters how he narrowly escaped the death when he took a tumble 

4
just before a dangerous vertical drop. He came down the mountainside at about 80 

5
miles an hour, dodging boulders in his path, when he suddenly lost control. At that 

6
moment he was convinced he should be killed, but the fall saved him. 

7

He said he had began his downhill run after that he had waited a long time for 8
the wind to decrease, but once he started, the 40-degree slope sent him rushing down 

9
at 80 miles an hour. He found that his parachute, that was intended as a brake, 

10
failed to slow his descent and he tried desperate to check his speed by pressing the 

11
edges of his skis harder into the snow. But he skied on undulating rock-strewn 

12
ice, with huge boulders everywhere, and in an altitude of 23,600 feet, he slithered 

13
sideways, lost his right ski and crashed into a boulder. When he finally came to a halt 14
close to the vertical drop, was he almost unconscious. But he was unhurt.

1B

The examples below contain language choices that may not be definitely wrong, but they are awkward, unidiomatic, inappropriate or full of jargon.  Suggest ways of improving them. Explain what you have done and why.

A
In four months, our nation has comforted the victims, begun to rebuild New York, rallied a great coalition, getting rid of thousands of terrorists. 
B
School boy: ‘Dad, our English teacher said something about the passive in     

                                  class today. But, in simple terms, what is it’?

Dad:  ‘Passivising a clause means leaving out the agent of the verbal action and 

          focusing on the effects on the entity referred to by the new subject, with 

          concomitant changes to the morphology of the verbal phrase’.

C
Although used as an artificial arm, we cannot defend spending so much money on something that will benefit so few.

D
Internet chat rooms and message boards are full of people who are simply nasty. It might offend many teenagers.

Question 2 (50%)

Read the two texts below and answer the questions at the end.

Text 1

This man walks into a bar that is on top of a very tall building, he orders one large drink. Downs it in one, goes over to a window and jumps out. 10 minutes later the same man walks back in. Orders one large drink, downs it in one, goes over to the window and jumps out.
Another ten minutes later he walks in again. Orders one large drink, but before he drinks it a man who has been watching all of this stops him and asks, "Excuse me, but how are you doing this? How can you be fine after jumping out that window?"

The man replies, "Well, when you down this drink in one, it gives you a warm sensation inside and everyone knows that hot air rises. So when you jump out the window all the warm air rushes to the top of your body and gently floats you to the ground."

"I've gotta try this!" the other man says. So he orders one large drink, downs it in one, goes over to the window, jumps out, and splats on the pavement below.

The barman looks over at the bloke who's still sitting at the bar and says, "You're a tosser when you’re drunk, Superman."

Text 2

Physically, the Searl Effect Generator (SEG) consists of three concentric rings each made of a composite of four different materials which are also concentrically attached to each other. The three rings are fixed to a base. Surrounding each of the rings, and free to rotate around them, are rollers - typically 10 on the first ring, 25 on the next and 35 on the outer ring. Surrounding the rollers on the outer ring are coils which are connected in various configurations to supply either AC or DC current at a variety of voltages. 


Multiple magnetic poles are imprinted on the rings and rollers to form frictionless magnetic bearings. These also arrange the static charge into opposing charge clusters which cause the rollers to rotate around the circumference of the ring (as shown here).

Some expressions currently in use to describe the source of the energy for the SEG are The Space Fabric, Quantum Energy field of Space or Zero Point Energy.  This is an unlimited and constant source of energy which can be made to flow when the correctly proportioned masses concerned are stimulated by the correct frequencies creating an 'open system'. 
The idea of utilising this source of energy is currently the subject of various devices and experiments such as the 'Lamb shift', 'Casimir Effect', and the work of the Russian Nobel Prize winner Ilya Prigogine. However, these devices and experiments tend to only prove the existence of the energy and are not a method to create a coherent, ordered flow to produce useful power.

a)  Describe briefly the similarities and differences between the two texts as regards field, tenor, mode, purpose and style.

b)  Identify and describe how any differences in field, tenor, mode, purpose and style are reflected in lexical and grammatical choices, making explicit comparisons between the two texts.
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