Essay Questions for ENG1303: An Introduction to British Literature
The first draft must be handed in to Gunnar Renslo or Tone Sundt Urstad (or the office) by 14 March, and the final version by 25 April. 

1.
Give an interpretation of one of the sonnets on your syllabus, paying special attention to structure, imagery and theme.

2.
Give a brief presentation of Neoclassicism in British literature and single out those elements in Pope’s ‘Epistle to Miss Blount, On Her Leaving the Town, After the Coronation’ and/or Swift’s ‘A Description of the Morning’ that may serve to define these poems as typical of the Neoclassical period.
3.
‘The passing of time’ is a perennial theme in literature. Discuss how this theme is handled in two or more works on your syllabus.

4.
Compare and contrast the characters of Mr Rochester and St John Rivers and indicate what role they play in Jane Eyre’s development towards maturity.

5.
Shylock in The Merchant of Venice – victim or villain? Discuss.
6.
Compare and contrast the speeches by Brutus and Mark Antony to the crowd in Act III, Scene II of Julius Caesar.
