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WRITTEN	EXAMINATION
Autumn	2017

	
	
4	hours																																																																																																							Friday	8	December	2017
	
You	are	allowed	to	use	an	English	monolingual	dictionary.
The	questions	must	be	answered	in	English.
	
Answer	ONE	question	from	Part	I	and	ONE	question	from	Part	II.	Pass	marks	are	required	on	both	parts.
	
The	texts	provided	are	found	in	the	attached	pdf	document	and	are	also	available	as	printouts.
	
	

1 Part	I
Part	I		(35	%)	-	Choose	ONE	of	the	questions

	
EITHER

	

1.	 Describe	typical	linguistic	features	of	fictional	writing	and	the	situational	and/or	stylistic	motivation	for	these.
Use	examples	from	Text	1	and/or	Text	2.
	

OR
	

2.	 Multimodal	analysis:	Discuss	how	a	multimodal	perspective	can	enrich	or	complement	the	analysis	of
linguistic	elements	in	a	piece	of	discourse.	Use	Text	2	for	exemplification.	

	
OR

	
3.	 Critical	Discourse	Analysis:	Discuss	how	a	critical	perspective	can	enrich	or	complement	a	more

linguistically	based	analysis	of	a	piece	of	discourse.	Use	Text	3	for	exemplification.	

	

Fill	in	your	answer	here
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Fill	in	your	answer	here

	
Words:	0

Maximum	marks:	0

2 Part	II
Part	II	(65	%)	-	Choose	ONE	question

	
EITHER

4:	Based	on	analysis	of	Texts	3	and	4,	give	an	account	of	the	situational	and	linguistic	features	that	distinguish	the
two	registers	represented	by	these	texts.
	

OR
5:	Account	for	the	situational	and	linguistic	features	that	are	characteristic	of	conversational	English,	in	contrast	to
typical	written	registers.	Text	5	should	be	your	main	source	of	exemplification,	but	the	other	texts	provided	may	be
used	for	comparison.
	
Fill	in	your	answer	here

	

Words:	0
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Maximum	marks:	0
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Text 1, Narrative fiction (excerpt from a novel) 
 

Will first saw Angie – or, as it turned out, he didn’t see her – in Championship Vinyl, a little 1 

record shop off the Holloway Road. He was browsing, filling up the time, vaguely trying to hunt 2 

down an old R & B anthology he used to own when he was younger, one of those he had loved 3 

and lost; he heard her tell the surly and depressive assistant that she was looking for a Pinky and 4 

Perky record for her niece. He was trawling through the racks while she was being served, so he 5 

never caught a glimpse of her face, but he saw a lot of honey-blond hair, and he heard the kind 6 

of vaguely husky voice that he and everyone else thought of as sexy, so he listened while she 7 

explained that her niece didn’t even know who Pinky and Perky were. ‘Don’t you think that’s 8 

terrible? Fancy being five and not knowing who Pinky and Perky are! What are they teaching 9 

these kids!’ 10 

 She was trying to be jolly, but Will had learnt to his cost that jollity was frowned upon in 11 

Championship Vinyl. She was, as he knew she would be, met with a withering look of contempt 12 

and a mumble which indicated that she was wasting the assistant’s valuable time. 13 

 Two days later he found himself sitting next to the same woman in a café on Upper 14 

Street. He recognized her voice (they both ordered a cappuccino and a croissant), the blond hair 15 

and the denim jacket. They both got up to get one of the café’s newspapers – she took the 16 

Guardian, so he was left with the Mail – and he smiled, but she clearly didn’t remember him. 17 

 

(From Nick Hornby, About a Boy) 

 

Text 2, Children’s fiction 

 
(From The Gruffalo, by Julia Donaldson (author) and Axel Scheffler (artist)) 
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Text 3, Editorial 

 

The Guardian view on climate talks: Brexit’s heavy weather  1 

If Brexit goes ahead, Britain will need to shape a green politics with devolution and social 2 

justice at its core. And make sure that politicians cannot go back on on our international 3 

obligations. 4 

The tragedy of climate change, as the governor of the Bank of England has put it, is one of the 5 

horizon. The catastrophic impacts of altering the atmosphere impose an enormous cost on future 6 

generations that the current generation creates but has no incentive to fix. To focus the minds of 7 

today’s decision-makers, the 2015 Paris agreement sent a clear signal that the era of fossil-fuel-8 

powered growth was coming to an end. The signatories agreed to limit global warming to no 9 

more than a two-degree Celsius rise, the threshold of safety, beyond which climate change is 10 

likely to become irreversible. The real genius of Paris is not that it is rooted in science but its 11 

timing and its structure. While the 2° target was binding, the national targets agreed by each 12 

nation were not. Those non-binding targets do not add up to a 2° world; if followed to the letter, 13 

they would lead us to a 3° one, unthinkable in terms of the devastation it would cause. So 14 

upping them was part of the point of this year’s UN climate meeting in Bonn, and will be the 15 

main issue at next year’s, and the year after next. 16 

These green talks, which are fundamentally about ethical concerns, are nevertheless 17 

becoming more like discussions about trade. In the case of climate change these involve 18 

transitions from one way of producing, distributing and consuming energy to another, cleaner 19 

way of doing so. It would be good if this could be seen only as a process of mutual support. 20 

However, as the talks in Bonn show, they are also hard-nosed negotiations which revolve around 21 

the exchange of concessions. 22 

Such bargains can lead – once they are set in national plans – into the toxic politics of 23 

globalisation. Domestic politics is central to determining the way people live in a globalised 24 

world, and whether they like it. So an environmentally successful policy can end up politically 25 

dead if it is seen as unfair to the poor or disproportionately favourable to foreign industry. 26 

If Brexit goes ahead, Britain will need to shape a green politics with devolution and 27 

social justice at its core. Outside the European Union, Britain will be less able to ensure that the 28 

Paris agreement is enacted. EU environment laws do not stand alone – the European court of 29 

justice polices their implementation. So there is an open question about how British measures to 30 

tackle climate change will be overseen. Outside the EU – the world’s most powerful trading bloc 31 

– Britain will almost certainly have to obey rules without being able to influence them. Britons 32 

will suffer if we cannot fashion electric vehicle markets to suit our car industry, for instance. We 33 

are healthier and better off as a result of EU protections, safeguards that could be lost if they 34 

become bargaining chips in a future post-Brexit trade deal. In the 1990s Britain was seen as the 35 

dirty man of Europe. We are now the continent’s leading decarboniser. The retreat from the EU 36 

must not mean that a fairer, greener future disappears from the field of view. 37 

 
(The Guardian, 17 Nov 2017. Abridged.) 
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Text 4, Academic article 

 

ASSISTING MRS TOMMY ATKINS: GENDER, CLASS, PHILANTHROPY, 1 

AND THE DOMESTIC IMPACT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR, 1899-1902 2 

Eliza Riedi, University of Leicester 3 

INTRODUCTION: The impact of the South African war of 1899-19802 upon British society has 4 

exercised historians since the 1970s. The identity and motivations of Britain’s volunteer 5 

soldiers; the imperial significance of the 1900 (‘khaki’) election; the meanings of the boisterous 6 

public celebrations of British victories; the membership and ideas of the British peace 7 

movement; the concentration camps controversy and British attitudes to empire; and most 8 

recently the memorialization of the British war dead, have all attracted historical attention. Yet 9 

one profound effect of the war on British civilians has remained almost wholly unexamined: the 10 

removal on active service of the main breadwinner from some 200,000 working-class families, 11 

and the huge philanthropic effort required to support these families adequately for a period of up 12 

to three years. This social impact was acutely gendered, for the direct effects fell 13 

overwhelmingly on the wives, mothers, and children of soldiers while the volunteers who raised 14 

and distributed essential financial assistance were also mainly women. It is perhaps for this 15 

reason that ‘traditional’ imperial historians, notoriously afflicted with ‘gender blindness’, have 16 

overlooked its importance. 17 

As Andrew Thompson has commented, ‘the centrality of charity to many people’s experience of 18 

the South African War’ is still largely unrecognized. Yet charity was certainly central to the 19 

families whose defining war experience was to find themselves reduced to dependence upon 20 

charitable aid; to the 12,000 volunteers who organized this vital war philanthropy; and to the 21 

innumerable donors from all classes and regions who raised £1.3 million (equivalent to around 22 

£110 million at 2010 prices) to finance it. Incorporating these experiences into our 23 

understanding of how the South African war affected British communities at home provides 24 

considerable support to the thesis that the impact of the war upon Britain was more ‘total’ than 25 

is commonly supposed. 26 

This article aims both to situate the charitable effort mobilized to support British soldiers’ 27 

families between 1899 and 1902 as central to understanding the domestic impact of this imperial 28 

war, and to trace its longer-term effects in shaping state policies towards servicemen’s 29 

dependants. The article begins by explaining why charitable support for soldiers’ families 30 

became so important to the British war experience. The second section focuses on the key 31 

charity in the field, the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Association (SSFA), examining the 32 

SSFA’s wartime policies and considering how the Association’s actions influenced subsequent 33 

state policy-making. The SSFA’s work depended both on the sustained commitment of 34 

thousands of volunteers at grassroots level, and on the willingness of the general public to fund 35 

its operations: the third section considers the motivations and attitudes of its middle-class, 36 

mostly female, volunteers, and analyses how class and regionality shaped public giving to 37 

patriotic philanthropy. Finally, the article investigates how the South African war affected both 38 

perceptions of soldiers’ wives and mechanisms for their support in the First World War. 39 

 

(The Historical Journal, 60, 3 (2017), pp. 745–769  © Cambridge University Press 2017) 
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Text 5, Conversation 

Speakers A and D are male, B and C are female, all in their early 20s and students in Northern Ireland. 

 

<A>   So what are you going to do for the summer 1 

<B>   Don’t know  .  Work { [ probably ] 2 

<C>   [ But sure ] } you can get a loan out 3 

<B>   I know 4 

<A>   And you’ve already got a couple of them like 5 

<B>   It wouldn’t really work  .  It’s only eight hundred 6 

<A>   So that means we’re stuck with you then for the rest of the summer as well then 7 

<B>   I don’t know  .  I don’t know what I’m doing  .  Sure I’ll see  .  See what happens 8 

<A>   Oh well  .  I’ll think of you whenever I’m at sunny Queen’s Island 9 

<D>   Where’s that 10 

<A>   Underneath the cranes at the ship yard 11 

<B>   Yeah 12 

<A>   It’s going to be my sunny hot spot for the summer  .  It’ll be lovely 13 

<B>   Just like our back yard 14 

<D>   Are you planning on staying at Shorts Tony for the 15 

<A>   Foreseeable future 16 

<D>   Yeah 17 

<A>   haven’t a notion 18 

<D>   I thought you were talking about going back to England 19 

<A>   Och I well well the thing is I I was 20 

<C>   Were you  .  { [ Are you serious ] 21 

<A>   [ I’ve got ] } my wee addresses for MSCs but it’s a bit late now in the year to start going 22 

for them  .  All the decent ones will be taken and I’ll be left going to some crap poly somewhere  23 

.  Being a top of the range engineer I wouldn’t want to lower myself 24 

<D>   So what are you going to stay there at least another year { [ and try next year ] 25 

<A>   [ At least another ] } year anyway you know  .  I’ll see where I am next year now .  Same 26 

place as I am this year no doubt .  Och I don’t know .  I’ll see what the craic is you know  .  Got 27 

a few <unclear 3 sylls> got to get the oul bank balance into the black before I worry about going 28 

<unclear several sylls> ..   It’s a I’ve  .  go . I’ve got my student loan coming in 29 

<D>   I always thought your finances would have been well in order 30 

<A>   Bollocks  .  I’m still I’m still I’m still I’m in the red at the moment 31 

<D>   Yeah 32 

<A>   Six months on  .  I’m still in the red  .  And I’m going to be done for student loans any 33 

time now  .  That’s another eight eight hundred quid I have to give back  .  Bloody government 34 

<D>   So Elaine have you managed to do all your stuff today 35 

<B>   Uh . yeah 36 

37  

(From the ICE-Ireland Corpus.) 

Glossary: craic = news/fun. MSC= Master of Science. Poly= a regional college. In the red = with a deficit. 
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Text 1, Narrative fiction (excerpt from a novel) 
 

Will first saw Angie – or, as it turned out, he didn’t see her – in Championship Vinyl, a little 1 

record shop off the Holloway Road. He was browsing, filling up the time, vaguely trying to hunt 2 

down an old R & B anthology he used to own when he was younger, one of those he had loved 3 

and lost; he heard her tell the surly and depressive assistant that she was looking for a Pinky and 4 

Perky record for her niece. He was trawling through the racks while she was being served, so he 5 

never caught a glimpse of her face, but he saw a lot of honey-blond hair, and he heard the kind 6 

of vaguely husky voice that he and everyone else thought of as sexy, so he listened while she 7 

explained that her niece didn’t even know who Pinky and Perky were. ‘Don’t you think that’s 8 

terrible? Fancy being five and not knowing who Pinky and Perky are! What are they teaching 9 

these kids!’ 10 

 She was trying to be jolly, but Will had learnt to his cost that jollity was frowned upon in 11 

Championship Vinyl. She was, as he knew she would be, met with a withering look of contempt 12 

and a mumble which indicated that she was wasting the assistant’s valuable time. 13 

 Two days later he found himself sitting next to the same woman in a café on Upper 14 

Street. He recognized her voice (they both ordered a cappuccino and a croissant), the blond hair 15 

and the denim jacket. They both got up to get one of the café’s newspapers – she took the 16 

Guardian, so he was left with the Mail – and he smiled, but she clearly didn’t remember him. 17 

 

(From Nick Hornby, About a Boy) 

 

Text 2, Children’s fiction 

 
(From The Gruffalo, by Julia Donaldson (author) and Axel Scheffler (artist)) 
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Text 3, Editorial 

 

The Guardian view on climate talks: Brexit’s heavy weather  1 

If Brexit goes ahead, Britain will need to shape a green politics with devolution and social 2 

justice at its core. And make sure that politicians cannot go back on on our international 3 

obligations. 4 

The tragedy of climate change, as the governor of the Bank of England has put it, is one of the 5 

horizon. The catastrophic impacts of altering the atmosphere impose an enormous cost on future 6 

generations that the current generation creates but has no incentive to fix. To focus the minds of 7 

today’s decision-makers, the 2015 Paris agreement sent a clear signal that the era of fossil-fuel-8 

powered growth was coming to an end. The signatories agreed to limit global warming to no 9 

more than a two-degree Celsius rise, the threshold of safety, beyond which climate change is 10 

likely to become irreversible. The real genius of Paris is not that it is rooted in science but its 11 

timing and its structure. While the 2° target was binding, the national targets agreed by each 12 

nation were not. Those non-binding targets do not add up to a 2° world; if followed to the letter, 13 

they would lead us to a 3° one, unthinkable in terms of the devastation it would cause. So 14 

upping them was part of the point of this year’s UN climate meeting in Bonn, and will be the 15 

main issue at next year’s, and the year after next. 16 

These green talks, which are fundamentally about ethical concerns, are nevertheless 17 

becoming more like discussions about trade. In the case of climate change these involve 18 

transitions from one way of producing, distributing and consuming energy to another, cleaner 19 

way of doing so. It would be good if this could be seen only as a process of mutual support. 20 

However, as the talks in Bonn show, they are also hard-nosed negotiations which revolve around 21 

the exchange of concessions. 22 

Such bargains can lead – once they are set in national plans – into the toxic politics of 23 

globalisation. Domestic politics is central to determining the way people live in a globalised 24 

world, and whether they like it. So an environmentally successful policy can end up politically 25 

dead if it is seen as unfair to the poor or disproportionately favourable to foreign industry. 26 

If Brexit goes ahead, Britain will need to shape a green politics with devolution and 27 

social justice at its core. Outside the European Union, Britain will be less able to ensure that the 28 

Paris agreement is enacted. EU environment laws do not stand alone – the European court of 29 

justice polices their implementation. So there is an open question about how British measures to 30 

tackle climate change will be overseen. Outside the EU – the world’s most powerful trading bloc 31 

– Britain will almost certainly have to obey rules without being able to influence them. Britons 32 

will suffer if we cannot fashion electric vehicle markets to suit our car industry, for instance. We 33 

are healthier and better off as a result of EU protections, safeguards that could be lost if they 34 

become bargaining chips in a future post-Brexit trade deal. In the 1990s Britain was seen as the 35 

dirty man of Europe. We are now the continent’s leading decarboniser. The retreat from the EU 36 

must not mean that a fairer, greener future disappears from the field of view. 37 

 
(The Guardian, 17 Nov 2017. Abridged.) 
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Text 4, Academic article 

 

ASSISTING MRS TOMMY ATKINS: GENDER, CLASS, PHILANTHROPY, 1 

AND THE DOMESTIC IMPACT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR, 1899-1902 2 

Eliza Riedi, University of Leicester 3 

INTRODUCTION: The impact of the South African war of 1899-19802 upon British society has 4 

exercised historians since the 1970s. The identity and motivations of Britain’s volunteer 5 

soldiers; the imperial significance of the 1900 (‘khaki’) election; the meanings of the boisterous 6 

public celebrations of British victories; the membership and ideas of the British peace 7 

movement; the concentration camps controversy and British attitudes to empire; and most 8 

recently the memorialization of the British war dead, have all attracted historical attention. Yet 9 

one profound effect of the war on British civilians has remained almost wholly unexamined: the 10 

removal on active service of the main breadwinner from some 200,000 working-class families, 11 

and the huge philanthropic effort required to support these families adequately for a period of up 12 

to three years. This social impact was acutely gendered, for the direct effects fell 13 

overwhelmingly on the wives, mothers, and children of soldiers while the volunteers who raised 14 

and distributed essential financial assistance were also mainly women. It is perhaps for this 15 

reason that ‘traditional’ imperial historians, notoriously afflicted with ‘gender blindness’, have 16 

overlooked its importance. 17 

As Andrew Thompson has commented, ‘the centrality of charity to many people’s experience of 18 

the South African War’ is still largely unrecognized. Yet charity was certainly central to the 19 

families whose defining war experience was to find themselves reduced to dependence upon 20 

charitable aid; to the 12,000 volunteers who organized this vital war philanthropy; and to the 21 

innumerable donors from all classes and regions who raised £1.3 million (equivalent to around 22 

£110 million at 2010 prices) to finance it. Incorporating these experiences into our 23 

understanding of how the South African war affected British communities at home provides 24 

considerable support to the thesis that the impact of the war upon Britain was more ‘total’ than 25 

is commonly supposed. 26 

This article aims both to situate the charitable effort mobilized to support British soldiers’ 27 

families between 1899 and 1902 as central to understanding the domestic impact of this imperial 28 

war, and to trace its longer-term effects in shaping state policies towards servicemen’s 29 

dependants. The article begins by explaining why charitable support for soldiers’ families 30 

became so important to the British war experience. The second section focuses on the key 31 

charity in the field, the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Association (SSFA), examining the 32 

SSFA’s wartime policies and considering how the Association’s actions influenced subsequent 33 

state policy-making. The SSFA’s work depended both on the sustained commitment of 34 

thousands of volunteers at grassroots level, and on the willingness of the general public to fund 35 

its operations: the third section considers the motivations and attitudes of its middle-class, 36 

mostly female, volunteers, and analyses how class and regionality shaped public giving to 37 

patriotic philanthropy. Finally, the article investigates how the South African war affected both 38 

perceptions of soldiers’ wives and mechanisms for their support in the First World War. 39 

 

(The Historical Journal, 60, 3 (2017), pp. 745–769  © Cambridge University Press 2017) 
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Text 5, Conversation 

Speakers A and D are male, B and C are female, all in their early 20s and students in Northern Ireland. 

 

<A>   So what are you going to do for the summer 1 

<B>   Don’t know  .  Work { [ probably ] 2 

<C>   [ But sure ] } you can get a loan out 3 

<B>   I know 4 

<A>   And you’ve already got a couple of them like 5 

<B>   It wouldn’t really work  .  It’s only eight hundred 6 

<A>   So that means we’re stuck with you then for the rest of the summer as well then 7 

<B>   I don’t know  .  I don’t know what I’m doing  .  Sure I’ll see  .  See what happens 8 

<A>   Oh well  .  I’ll think of you whenever I’m at sunny Queen’s Island 9 

<D>   Where’s that 10 

<A>   Underneath the cranes at the ship yard 11 

<B>   Yeah 12 

<A>   It’s going to be my sunny hot spot for the summer  .  It’ll be lovely 13 

<B>   Just like our back yard 14 

<D>   Are you planning on staying at Shorts Tony for the 15 

<A>   Foreseeable future 16 

<D>   Yeah 17 

<A>   haven’t a notion 18 

<D>   I thought you were talking about going back to England 19 

<A>   Och I well well the thing is I I was 20 

<C>   Were you  .  { [ Are you serious ] 21 

<A>   [ I’ve got ] } my wee addresses for MSCs but it’s a bit late now in the year to start going 22 

for them  .  All the decent ones will be taken and I’ll be left going to some crap poly somewhere  23 

.  Being a top of the range engineer I wouldn’t want to lower myself 24 

<D>   So what are you going to stay there at least another year { [ and try next year ] 25 

<A>   [ At least another ] } year anyway you know  .  I’ll see where I am next year now .  Same 26 

place as I am this year no doubt .  Och I don’t know .  I’ll see what the craic is you know  .  Got 27 

a few <unclear 3 sylls> got to get the oul bank balance into the black before I worry about going 28 

<unclear several sylls> ..   It’s a I’ve  .  go . I’ve got my student loan coming in 29 

<D>   I always thought your finances would have been well in order 30 

<A>   Bollocks  .  I’m still I’m still I’m still I’m in the red at the moment 31 

<D>   Yeah 32 

<A>   Six months on  .  I’m still in the red  .  And I’m going to be done for student loans any 33 

time now  .  That’s another eight eight hundred quid I have to give back  .  Bloody government 34 

<D>   So Elaine have you managed to do all your stuff today 35 

<B>   Uh . yeah 36 

37  

(From the ICE-Ireland Corpus.) 

Glossary: craic = news/fun. MSC= Master of Science. Poly= a regional college. In the red = with a deficit. 
 

 

 


