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WRITTEN EXAMINATION 

SPRING 2015 

4 pages 

 

 

ENG2152 – Varieties of English Texts 

4 hours                            Tuesday 19 May 2015 

You are allowed to use an English–English dictionary. 

The questions must be answered in English. 

The answers must be written on copy-sheets. 

 

 

Answer Part I, ONE question from Part II and ONE question from Part III. Pass marks are 

required on all parts. 

 

Part I 

(20 %) 
 

1. Give brief accounts of any TWO of the following topics. Examples from English should be 

provided wherever relevant. 

a. turn-taking 

b. language functions 

c. pure narrative 

d. situational context 

 

 

 

Part II 

(40 %) 

 

EITHER 

 

2. Give a brief account of lexical cohesion and analyse such features in Text 1. (Text provided, 

no. 1) 

 

OR 

 

3. Describe some of the features that characterize conversational speech. Use Text 2 for 

exemplification.  (Text provided, no. 2) 
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Part III 

(40 %) 

 

EITHER 

 

4. Analyse Text 3 in terms of its narrational modes (pure narrative, direct speech/thought, 

indirect speech/thought, free direct/indirect discourse, narrative report of discourse act). 

Discuss any problems of analysis and justify your solutions to the problems.  (Text provided, 

no. 3) 
 

OR 

 

5. Give an account of the cooperative principles of conversation. Use examples from Texts 2 

and 3 for exemplification. (Texts provided, nos. 2 and 3) 

 

 

Text provided, no. 1 

Salman Rushdie slams critics of PEN’s Charlie Hebdo tribute 1 

The author called writers who had objected to the award, including Peter Carey, Michael 2 

Ondaatje and Francine Prose, ‘Six Authors in Search of a bit of Character’ 3 

Salman Rushdie, who spent years in hiding after a fatwa was issued against him, has spoken out 4 

strongly against the decision by six of his fellow authors to withdraw from the PEN annual gala 5 

in New York over the organisation’s decision to honour Charlie Hebdo with its freedom of 6 

expression courage award. 7 

“The award will be given. PEN is holding firm. Just 6 pussies. Six Authors in Search of a bit of 8 

Character,” Rushdie wrote on Twitter on 27 April, having the day before told the New York 9 

Times that the authors – who include Peter Carey, Michael Ondaatje and Francine Prose – were 10 

“horribly wrong”. 11 

“If PEN as a free-speech organisation can’t defend and celebrate people who have been 12 

murdered for drawing pictures, then frankly the organisation is not worth the name,” Rushdie 13 

said. “What I would say to both Peter and Michael and the others is, I hope nobody ever comes 14 

after them.” 15 

Peter Carey, Michael Ondaatje, Francine Prose, Teju Cole, Rachel Kushner and Taiye Selasi 16 

announced on Sunday that they had withdrawn from next month’s PEN American Center gala, 17 

citing objections to the literary and human rights organisation’s honouring of the French satirical 18 

magazine Charlie Hebdo. 19 

The PEN American Center is due to honour the Paris-based satirical weekly, where 12 people 20 

were killed by gunmen earlier this year, with the PEN/Toni and James C Goodale Freedom of 21 

Expression Courage award on 5 May.  22 

The free speech organisation has said that “in paying the ultimate price for the exercise of their 23 

freedom, and then soldiering on amid devastating loss, Charlie Hebdo deserves to be recognised 24 

for its dauntlessness in the face of one of the most noxious assaults on expression in recent 25 

memory”. 26 

The prize is set to be accepted by Charlie Hebdo staff member Jean-Baptiste Thoret, who missed 27 

the 7 January attack because he arrived late for work that day.28 

 

(from http://www.theguardian.com/books/) 
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Text provided, no. 2 

(Transcript from the British National Corpus. The symbol <-|-> indicates overlapping speech.) 

 

Hayley: Yeah you can make me some, I don't know what I, I don't want anything but I <-|-> 1 

dunno <-|->   2 

Gordon: <-|-> <unclear> <-|-> all I've eaten in the last week and one day is <pause>  salads  3 

Hayley: Yeah <-|-> well that's <-|->   4 

Lyn: <-|-> Oh you're on a <-|-> diet as well are you?   5 

Hayley: Oh I, well the thing is he <pause> I can't cook chips Lyn, if I'm doing it, it's not fair is 6 

it?   7 

Lyn: No.   8 

Hayley: I mean he got to <-|-> anyway.   9 

Lyn: <-|-> So if you <-|-> diet he's gotta diet?   10 

Hayley: Me and him'd sit and eat <-|-> from half past six <-|->   11 

Lyn: <-|-> I'm very lucky <-|->   12 

Hayley: till we went to bed.   13 

Lyn: I'm very lucky er I don't cook. Russell does all the cooking, I never <-|-> cook.   14 

Hayley: <-|-> I enjoy it though Lyn, I do.   15 

Lyn: Well I don't like cooking, I do the washing up mind.  I mean I go out <-|->   16 

Hayley: <-|-> I enjoy cooking.  I'd cook anything.   17 

Lyn: and clean up the mess after him. He just cooks <-|-> and <-|->   18 

Hayley: <-|-> Oh <-|-> I do that as well.  <pause> Oh I enjoy it though, I've gotta <-|-> be 19 

honest.   20 

Gordon: <-|-> <unclear> <-|-> gone to bed right, say you've gone half past ten, eleven <-|-> 21 

gone to sleep <-|->   22 

Gordon: woke up about two starving and gone out and cooked <-|-> <unclear> <-|->   23 

Hayley: <-|-> We have, <unclear> <-|-> that's how bad, that's why I have to t-- er have those 24 

tablets.   25 

Lyn: What do you do, go downstairs and cook <-|-> <unclear> <-|->   26 

Hayley: <-|-> Oh I <unclear> <-|-> bed and go to sleep.  We wake up and <-|->   27 

Gordon: <-|-> Well we go to bed about <pause> half past ten, eleven, go to sleep <-|-> we wake 28 

up <unclear>   29 

Hayley: We talk about food.   30 

Gordon: she'll go down <-|-> <unclear> <-|->   31 

Lyn: <-|-> And then you go down and make food do you?   32 

Hayley: I go down, yeah.   33 

Lyn: No matter what time it is? <laugh> <-|->   34 

Hayley: <-|-> No and eat chips. <pause>   35 

Gordon: <unclear> two plates <-|-> packed with stuff right <-|->   36 

Lyn: <-|-> I know we, I've done that.   37 
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Text provided, no. 3 

 

‘I’m so sorry he hasn’t got back to you,’ Robin told the caller, seven miles away in the office. 1 

‘Mr Strike’s incredibly busy at the moment. Let me take your name and number, and I’ll make 2 

sure he phones you this afternoon.’ 3 

 ‘Oh, there’s no need for that,’ said the woman. She had a pleasant, cultivated voice with 4 

a faint suspicion of hoarseness, as though her laugh would be sexy and bold. ‘I don’t really need 5 

to speak to him. Could you just give him a message for me? I wanted to warn him, that’s all. 6 

God, this is… it’s a bit embarrassing; it isn’t the way I’d have chosen… Well, anyway. Could 7 

you please just tell him that Charlotte Campbell called, and that I’m engaged to Jago Ross? I 8 

didn’t want him to hear about it from anyone else, or read about it. Jago’s parents have gone and 9 

put it in the bloody Times. Mortifying.’ 10 

 ‘Oh. All right,’ said Robin, her mind suddenly paralysed like her pen. 11 

 ‘Thanks very much – Robin, did you say? Thanks. ‘Bye.’ 12 

 Charlotte rang off first. Robin replaced the receiver in slow motion, feeling acutely 13 

anxious. She did not want to deliver this news. She might be only the messenger, but she would 14 

feel as though she were delivering an assault on Strike’s determination to keep his private life 15 

under wraps, on his firm avoidance of the subject of the boxes of possessions, the camp bed, the 16 

detritus of his evening meals in the bins every morning. 17 

 Robin pondered her options. She could forget to relay the message, and simply tell him 18 

to call Charlotte and get her to do her own dirty work (as Robin put it to herself). What, though, 19 

if Strike refused to call, and somebody else told him about the engagement?20 

 

(From Robert Galbraith, The Cuckoo’s Calling) 

 

 

 

 
The marks will be published in Studentweb within 3 weeks. You will receive an e-mail when the result is 

ready. 

 

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one 

week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your name and candidate number. 

The examiner will then decide whether to give a written or oral explanation. 

 


