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ENG2154: Old English, Introduction
Varighet: 4 timer/hours Fredag, 5. desember 2008

Answer ONE question from Part I, and ONE question from Part II. Candidates are
reminded that in linguistic commentary they are expected to use standard conventions,
including phonetic symbols, where appropriate.

Candidates may use one English-English dictionary.

Candidates must receive a pass mark on both parts of the exam.

Part I (60%)
EITHER

1. First, identify the work from which the following extract is taken, and state what is
known about its authorship and probable date of composition. Second, translate it into
idiomatic present-day English (you may, if you wish, give a literal translation first).
Third, answer questions (a) — (¢) immediately following this text. Numbers in parentheses
refer to the line numbers of the printed text.

495. Hér comon twégen ealdor-menn on Bretene, Cerdic

and Cynric his sunu, mid fif scipum, in pone stede pe is
gecweden Cerdices-Ora; and py ilcan daege gefuhton wip

Wealum.

565. Her feéng Apelbryht to6 Cantwara rice, and héold préo
and fiftig wintra. On his dagum sende Gregorius @s fulluht,
and Columba masse-préost com td Peohtum and hie gecierde
t0 Cristes geléafan; pat sind ponne wearderas be norpum

morum. And hiera cyning him gesealde peet Tegland pe man Ii

nemnep. Par s&€ Columba getimbrode mynster, and hé pzr
was abbod twa and britig wintra, and pzr forpférde pa hé
was seofon and hundseofontig wintra. Pa stowe habbap giet
his ierfe-numan. Stp-Peohtas wzron #r gefullode of Ninia

biscope, s€ was on Rome gelered.
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(a) In the sentence pa stowe habbap giet his ierfe-numan, printed as lines 12-13, identify
(i) the verb, (ii) its subject, (iii) its object. How far do the inflections make clear the
meaning of this sentence?

(b) Explain the grammar and meaning of trwégen ealdormenn (1) and préo and fiftig
wintra (5-6). What syntactic function does each phrase serve?

(c) What parts of what verbs are getimbrode (10) and habbap (12)? What is the subject of
gefuhton (3)?

(d) What are the gender, number and case of gefidllode (13), and how do you know? What
syntactic function does it serve?

(¢) Identify the one instance of the instrumental case in this text, and explain the meaning
of the phrase. To what extent is it necessary to make a distinction between case form
and case function in order to determine whether this phrase is instrumental or dative?

OR

2. First, identify the work from which the following extract is taken, and state what is
known about its authorship and probable date of composition. Second, translate it into
idiomatic present-day English (if you wish, you may give a literal translation first). Third,
answer questions (a) — (f) immediately following this text. Numbers in parentheses refer
to the line numbers of the printed text.

Alc para pe pas min word gehierp, and ba wyrch, bip
gelic pb2m wisan were, s€ his hiis ofer stan getimbrode. Pa
cdm bzr regen and micel flod, and p2r bléowon windas, and

ahruron on bzt hiis, and hit na ne féoll: soplice hit wes ofer
stan getimbrod.

And zlc para pe gehierp bas min word, and pa ne wyrch,
s€ bip gelic pzm dysigan menn, pe getimbrode his hiis ofer
sand-c€osol. Pa rinde hit, and p&r cdmon flod, and bléowon

windas, and ahruron on pat hiis, and pat hiis féoll; and his
hryre waes micel.

Gif hwelc mann hafp hund scapa, and him losap an of pzm,
ht, ne forlztt he pa nigon and hundnigontig on p£m muntum,
and g&p, and séch pat an pe forwearp? And gif hit gelimpp
bat he hit fint, soplice ic Eow secge pat hé swibor geblissap
for p#&m @num ponne ofer pa nigon and hundnigontig pe na
ne losodon.
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(a) What is the syntactic function of /£lc para pe pas min word gehierp, and pa wyrch
(1)? Give an analysis of the grammatical relationships that hold between the various
words of this phrase.

(b) Explain the subject-verb concord of wyrep (1) and com (3).

(c) Explain the grammatical and syntactic relationship between the words of the phrase
pem dysigan menn (7). Which adjective declension is used, and why? What are the
gender, number, and case of each word?

(d) What are the gender, number and case of getimbrod (5)? What syntactic function does
it serve?

(¢) What parts of what verbs are geblissap (15), and gep (14)? What is the subject of
losap (12)?

Part IT (40%)
EITHER

3. Write an account of the uses of the subjunctive mood in Old English, taking care
to include both formal and semantic aspects. You may, if you wish, invoke
comparison with present-day English or other languages if you find it useful to do
s0.

OR

4. Give an account of the system of cases in Old English. Your essay should
indicate (a) which word classes are inflected for case, and (b) the main uses of
each case. Illustrate with at least ONE full inflectional paradigm.

OR

5. Explain and give examples of any 3 of the linguistic terms below:
(a) Grimm’s Law
(b) Verner’s Law
(c) i-mutation
(d) breaking
(e) assimilation, simplification, and syncope
(f) preterit-present verbs

OR

6. Discuss Zlfric's Life of King Edmund as a literary composition. (Text No. 1,
provided on request.)
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