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All answers must be written on carbon paper.
Answer BOTH Part I and Part II.

Answer ONE question from Part I and ONE question from Part II. The question in Part I carries 60% of the paper’s mark; the question in Part II carries 40% of the paper’s mark. Candidates are reminded that in linguistic commentary they are expected to use the standard conventions, including phonetic symbols, where appropriate.

Candidates must receive pass marks on both parts.

Candidates may use 1 monolingual English-English dictionary.

Part I (60%)

1. Give an account of at least THREE sound changes that have occurred in the history of the English language, illustrating your account with examples of all the sound changes described. Your essay should include definitions of the terms ‘combinative change’ and ‘isolative change’. To what extent is it possible to explain any of the changes you describe? 

OR

2. Old English had a relatively rich inflexional system, with e.g. five cases; three grammatical genders; four different types of verbs which were inflected for tense, person and number; both weak and strong adjective declensions, etc. Present-Day English has lost most of these inflexions. Write an essay on morphological change in the history of English, including definitions of the terms ‘analogy’ and ‘paradigmatic levelling’, and giving examples for illustration (syllabus texts provided on request). You should also indicate the reason(s) for the loss of inflexional endings.
OR

3. Write an account of the language of the Ormulum, citing concrete examples from the text to back up your claims. You may limit your account to THREE of the following linguistic aspects: morphology, syntax, vocabulary, orthography, (inferred) phonology. In general terms, how does Orm’s language differ from the languages of (a) the Old English texts on the syllabus and (b) the Chaucer text (texts provided on request)?
Part II (40%)

4. Give an account of the rise and spread of written Standard English in the fifteenth century.
OR

5. To what extent, and how, has contact with Scandinavian languages influenced the English language? You should consider at least FOUR of the following aspects: vocabulary, phonology, morphology, syntax, place-names, semantics, orthography.
Hvis du ønsker begrunnelse: Ta kontakt med din faglærer på e-post innen 1 uke etter at sensuren er kunngjort i StudentWeb. Oppgi navn og kandidatnummer. Sensor bestemmer om begrunnelsen skal gis skriftlig eller muntlig.

Explanation: For an explanation of the mark obtained, contact the teacher responsible for the course no later than 1 week after the exam results have been published in StudentWeb. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give a written explanation or call you in for an interview.
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