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HOME EXAMINATION 

2015/AUTUMN 

2 pages 

 

 

ENG4111 – Corpora in English Language Research 

  

3 days         30 November– 3 December 

 
Your paper must be submitted in the folder “Eksamensinnlevering” (to be found in the Fronter 

“fellesrom”) by 14.00 (2 p.m.) on the submission day. The folder will automatically close at this hour. 

Your paper must contain the following information:  

 Candidate number (4 digits, which you find at StudentWeb), NOT your name 

 Course code and course name 

 Semester and year  

Please use Times New Roman, 12 pt., 1.5 line spacing in the body of the text. All pages must be 

numbered. 

When submitting your paper, you must confirm that you are familiar with the University’s rules 

regarding proper citing of sources. Make sure that you are aware of these rules.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Answer ALL questions.  

Question 1 counts 20%, Question 2 70%, and Question 3 10% of your final mark.  

Proper reference must be given to any source that has been used. Your answer should be around 

10 standard pages. Pass marks are required on all three questions. 

 

Question 1 (20%) 

What are the main advantages and/or disadvantages connected with using the web as corpus? 

Your discussion should draw on insights from texts on the syllabus, as well as your own 

opinion. Corpus examples may be used for illustration where relevant. 

 

Question 2 – Perform a corpus study (70%) 

Choose EITHER task (2a) OR task (2b) 

 

2a) Use ICE Canada and ICE Jamaica with WordSmith Tools to investigate the use of the word 

form claim. Use the Concord tool and search for claim in the two ICE corpora, including both 

the spoken and written part. 

 

Write a paper on claim in these two varieties of English using the following structure: 

 Introduction 

 Aim and research questions 

 Material and method 

 Analysis and discussion: 

o Present the numbers of the different uses of claim, including e.g. distribution, 

word class, complementation patterns, collocation and meaning, and discuss to 

what extent Canadian and Jamaican English differ in their use of this word. Are 

there any differences between the spoken and written modes? Your discussion 

should include corpus examples. 
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 Conclusion 

 References 

 

2b) Use the BNCWeb (cqp-edition) and enter the search string “a real* _AJ0”. Analyse the 

function, use and distribution of real vs. really following the indefinite article and preceding an 

adjective. You may want to use a random sample of e.g. 200 for the detailed analysis. 

 

Write a paper on a real* _AJ0 in the BNC using the following structure: 

 Introduction 

 Aim and research questions 

 Material and method 

 Analysis and discussion: 

o Present the numbers of the different uses of real/really, including e.g. 

distribution, word class, collocation and colligation. Also consider whether there 

are errors in the tagging of the word following real*. Are there any differences 

between the spoken and written modes? Your discussion should include corpus 

examples. 

 Conclusion 

 References 

 

Question 3 – Create a FileMaker file (10%) 

Use your corpus study as your starting point and produce a FileMaker file that includes 

appropriate fields and values in order to register the information relevant to your study – either 

(2a) the use of claim in ICE-CAN vs. ICE-JA or (2b) the pattern a real* _AJ0 in the BNC. 

 

The name of your FileMaker file should be identical to your candidate number; upload it as a 

separate file in the exam submission folder in addition to the rest of your exam paper. (NB! You 

are only asked to create the file and analyse a couple of concordance lines, i.e. you need not 

include the whole sample in FileMakerPro.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The marks will be published in StudentWeb approximately 3 weeks after the submission date. You will 

receive an e-mail when they are ready. 

 

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one 

week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your candidate number. The 

examiner will decide whether to give a written or oral explanation. 


