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       TAKE-HOME EXAM 

               AUTUMN 2013 

                     2 pages 

 

 

ENG4116 – Second Language Aquisition   

                                               2–5 December 

 

Your paper must be submitted in the folder “Eksamensinnlevering” (to be found in the Fronter 

“fellesrom”) at 14.00 (2 p.m.) on the submission day. The folder will automatically close at this 

hour. If you have technical problems, you must contact the exam coordinator immediately. 

The first page of your paper must contain:  

 Candidate number (4 numbers, which you find at StudentWeb), NOT your name 

  course code and course name 

 semester and year  

 the title of your paper 

Please use Times New Roman, 12 pt., 1.5 line spacing in the body of the text. In the header you 

write your candidate number, course code and semester. All pages must be numbered. 

When submitting your paper, you must confirm that you are familiar with the University’s rules 

regarding proper citing of sources. Make sure that you have enough time to read through the 

declaration.  

 

 

 

 

Choose ONE of the options below, either option (1) or option (2): 

 

 

EITHER 

(1) 

a) Dörnyei and Chan (2013) base their research on a model of motivation in SLA called the L2 

motivational self system. Discuss similarities and differences between this model of 

motivation and Gardner’s socio-educational model. 

b) Ortega (2009: 146) states that SLA researchers nowadays tend to look at individual 

differences “in the context of complex interrelationships among cognition, conation and 

affect”. How are such interrelationships reflected in the L2 motivational self system as 

described in Dörnyei and Chan’s (2013) article? 

c) Classify the data and method(s) chosen by Dörnyei and Chan. What might be the reasons for 

their choices? 

(You are required to write between 2400 and 4000 words. This does not include the 

bibliography.) 
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OR 

(2) 

a) Saito (2013) describes problems that Japanese learners have with the /l/–/ɹ/ contrast in 

English. Explain these problems in terms of transfer and what Ellis (2007) calls “blocking” 

(see article handed out in class).  

b) Explain what is meant by noticing in SLA research and discuss whether the results in Saito 

(2013) support the noticing hypothesis.  

c) Classify the data and method(s) chosen by Saito and show how his choices are motivated by 

the nature of what he wanted to find out. 

(You are required to write between 2400 and 4000 words. This does not include the 

bibliography.) 

 

 

 

 
The grades will be published within 3 weeks after the exam date. 

 

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the exam coordinator, Kristin Berstad 

(k.m.berstad@ilos.uio.no) within one week after the exam results have been published in StudentWeb. 

Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give a 

written or oral explanation. 
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