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In Denmark long ago, there was a king called Hamlet and his
queen, Gertrude, and their philosophical son, Hamlet. King
Hamlet also had a scheming brother, Claudius.

Claudius murdered his brother, apparently by poisoning
him as he lay sleeping, and married Gertrude, even while by
ordinary standards she should have been still mourning the
death of her husband.

The dead king’s ghost, a compelling and unquiet spirit
lurking in the shadows of the castle, visited young Hamlet
privately. He told young Hamlet of the murder and told him
he must not fail to avenge his father.

Young Hamlet was devastated; he became manic and obses-
sive. The way he turned in on himself is really amazing.

Young Hamlet then finally killed his uncle, in the midst of
such an orgy of pretend swordplay and real swordplay,
switched goblets of wine which turn out to be poisoned,
everyone killing and then getting killed, that you’re left
appalled.

The story will always be powerfully affecting precisely
because the final bloodletting and revenge feels so haphazard
and not predestined.



 Institutt for litteratur, områdestudier og europeiske språk
SKOLEEKSAMEN/SKULEEKSAMEN

2008/VÅR

4 sider
Bokmål/Nynorsk
ENG4152 Varieties of English Texts

Varighet/Tidlengd:
4 timer/timar
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Tillatte hjelpemidler: Godkjent engelsk-engelsk ordbok.

Oppgavene skal besvares på engelsk.

Answer Part I, ONE question from Part II and ONE question from Part III. Pass marks are required on all parts.

Part I
(30 %)

1. Give brief accounts of any THREE of the following topics. Examples from English should be provided wherever relevant.

a. the poetic macro-function of language
b. felicity conditions

c. metaphorised processes

d. Toolan’s view of generic sentences
e. lexical density
f. members’ resources
Part II
(40 %)
EITHER

2. Give an account of some of the ways in which values and attitudes may be expressed in English. The attached excerpt from Gordon Brown’s Kennedy Memorial lecture 2008 should be used for exemplification. Add your own examples where appropriate.
(Text provided, no. 1)

OR

3. Give an account of some of the ways in which the information in English texts may be structured (particularly relevant are the typical narrative pattern and the BPSE pattern). The attached texts from Newsweek and from Michael Toolan, Language in Literature should be used for exemplification.
(Texts provided, nos. 2 and 3)

Part III
(30 %)
EITHER

4. Give an account of Douglas Biber’s approach to the description and comparison of English text types.

OR

5. Discuss some of the ways in which speech and thought may be rendered in fiction. The attached excerpt from J.D. Salinger’s novel The Catcher in the Rye should be used for exemplification. Add your own examples where appropriate.
(Text provided, no. 4)

Text provided, no. 1

(Excerpt from the Kennedy Memorial lecture given by the British Prime Minster, Mr Gordon Brown MP, at the John F Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Boston on 18 April 2008)

It is a great privilege to be here in Massachusetts, in Boston, and to be present with such distinguished guests in this library where history comes alive and values endure. 

In the years since John F Kennedy's Presidency:

- man has walked on the surface of the moon - directly as a result of his commitment, made on 25th May 1961; 

- the Berlin Wall that he so famously denounced has been reduced to rubble - the Cold War ended, freeing eastern Europe, and making Europe whole again;

- and Nelson Mandela has walked free and apartheid - which John Kennedy denounced as 'repugnant' - has been swept away.

Great events, once the vision of one man - now landmarks in the history of the world.

And although he was President for less than three years I believe that much of the progress of this half century has been testament to the scope of John Kennedy's dream, the worth of the ideals he lived for, the breadth of hope he inspired in us, and most of all - amid all the wit, style, elegance and statesmanship that adorned the Kennedy Presidency - his summons to service ---- one that never fails to inspire people to see farther and reach higher, a call which still reverberates around the world and always will. And his influence for good is so powerful that as Pericles said in ancient times even when he has left this world his influence 'abides everywhere...woven into the stuff of other men's lives'.

Nothing in President Kennedy's enduring legacy has greater importance now - at the beginning of the 21st century - than his words on your Independence Day in 1962 when he proposed a new and global declaration of interdependence.

'Today Americans must learn to think inter-continentally' he said. 'Acting alone by ourselves [America] cannot establish justice throughout the world. We cannot ensure America's domestic tranquillity; provide for its common defence; or promote its general welfare; or secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity. But joined with other free nations we can do all this and more'.

So if the 1776 Declaration of Independence stated a self-evident truth - that we are all created equal - JFK's Declaration of Interdependence in 1962 added another self-evident truth: that we are all of us - all of us throughout the world - in this together. Each of us our brother's keeper, each of us - to quote Martin Luther King - part of an inescapable web of mutuality.

Text provided, no. 2

Lingua Franca: Offshore English

Without a doubt, English is the lingua franca of global business. But oddly, native speakers are at a disadvantage when it comes to brokering deals in their mother tongue. Foreign clients, confused by Anglophone colloquialisms, often prefer to work with other non-native speakers. In order to combat this trend, London's Canning School teaches "offshore English" to future CEOs looking to clean up their language when working abroad.

Offshore English consists of 1,500 or so of the most common English words. It emerged in the 1990s as European and Asian firms saw their international fortunes rise, and it's proved a hit at Canning, where offshore-English course enrollment has doubled in the past decade.

So what do these classes teach? Mainly, what to avoid: no idioms (say "make every possible effort" instead of "pull out all the stops"). No substitutions (don't say "put off" for "postpone"). Use Latin-based words ("obtain") instead of those with Germanic roots ("get"). By the end of class, your vocabulary may be poorer, but your company's prospects will be all the wealthier.

(From Newsweek)
Text provided, no. 3
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(From Michael Toolan, Language in Literature)

Text provided, no. 4
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	‘Hey,’ Stradlater said. ‘Wanna do me a big favour?’

‘What?’ I said. Not too enthusiastic. He was always asking you to do him a big favour. You take a very handsome guy, or a guy that thinks he’s a real hot-shot, and they’re always asking you to do them a big favour. Just because they’re crazy about themself, they think you’re crazy about them, too, and that you’re just dying to do them a favour. It’s sort of funny, in a way.

‘You goin’ out tonight?’ he said.

‘I might. I might not. I don’t know. Why?’

‘I got about a hundred pages to read for History for Monday,’ he said. ‘How about writing a composition for me, for English? I’ll be up the creek if I don’t get the goddam thing in by Monday. The reason I ask. How ’bout it?’

It was very ironical. It really was.

‘I’m the one that’s flunking out of the goddam place, and you’re asking me to write you a goddam composition,’ I said.

‘Yeah, I know. The thing is, though, I’ll be up the creek if I don’t get it in. Be a buddy. Be a buddyroo. Okay?’

I didn’t answer him right away. Suspense is good for some bastards like Stradlater.

‘What on?’ I said.

‘Anything. Anything descriptive. A room. Or a house. Or something you once lived in or something – you know. Just as long as it’s descriptive as hell.’ He gave out a big yawn while he said that.

(From J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye)
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