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Tillatte hjelpemidler: Godkjent engelsk-engelsk ordbok.

Answer ONE question from Part I, and ONE question from Part II. Candidates are reminded that in linguistic commentary they are expected to use the standard conventions, including phonetic symbols where appropriate.


Part I
65%
EITHER

1. First, identify the work from which the following extract is taken, and state what is known about its authorship and probable date of composition. Second, translate it into present-day literary English. Third, answer questions (a) – (f) immediately following this text.
Is éac tó witenne þæt sume gedwolmenn wǽron þe woldon

áweorpan þá ealdan ǽ, and sume woldon habban þá ealdan and

3 
áweorpan þá níwan, swá swá þá Iúdéiscan dóþ; ac Críst self

and his apostolas ús tǽhton ǽgþer tó healdenne, þá ealdan

gástlíce and þá níwan sóþlíce mid weorcum. God gescóp ús

6 
twá éagan and twá éaran, twá nosþýrlu and twégen weleras,

twá handa and twégen fét, and hé wolde éac habban twá

gecýþnessa on þisse worulde gesett, þá ealdan and þá níwan;

9
for þǽm þe hé déþ swá swá hine selfne gewierþ, and he nánne

rǽdboran næfþ, ne nán mann ne þearf him cweþan tó: ‘Hwý

dést þú swá?’ Wé sculon áwendan úrne willan tó his geset-
12
nessum, and wé ne magon gebíegan his gesetnessa to úrum lustum.
(a) What are the subjects of the verbs Is (1) and gewierþ (9)? Explain the meanings of these verbs, and grammatical constructions.

(b) What part of speech is healdenne (4)? How, grammatically, is it linked with the rest of its clause?

(c) Identify the inflexions of ealdan (4) and níwan (5), and explain why they are used in this context.

(d) Explain the grammar and meaning of for þǽm þe (9).

(e) What are the number, gender and case of willan (11)? How do you know?

(f) What conclusions about negation in Old English can be drawn from this text?
OR

2. First, identify the work from which the following extracts are taken, and state what is known about its authorship and probable date of composition. Second, translate it into present-day literary English. Third, answer questions (a) – (g) immediately following this text.
Hér nam Beorhtrc cyning Offan dohtor Éadburge.

And on his dagum cómon ǽrest þréo scipu; and þá se geréfa

3 
þǽrtó rád, and híe wolde drífan tó þæs cyninges túne, þý

hé nyste hwæt híe wǽron; and hine man ofslóg. Þæt wǽron

þá ǽrestan scipu Deniscra manna þe Angel-cynnes land ge-

6 
sóhton

………………………

Hér Ecgbryht cyning forþférde. And hine hæfde ǽr

Offa Miercna cyning and Beorhtric Westseaxna cyning

9 
áflíemed þréo géar of Angelcynnes lande on Franc-land ǽr hé

cyning wǽre; and þý fultomode Beorhtric Offan þý hé hæfde

his dohtor him tó cwéne. And sé Ecgbryht rícsode seofon and

12 
þritig wintra and seofon mónaþ; and féng Æþelwulf Ecgbryht-

ing to Westseaxna ríce.

. ………………………
And þæs ofer Éastran geaf Æþelwulf cyning his dohtor Burgrede cyninge, of West-Seaxum 15 
on Mierce

(a) In the sentence printed as line 1, identify (i) the verb, (ii) its subject, and (iii) its object, if any. How far do the inflexions make clear the meaning of this sentence?

(b) What is the subject of wolde (3)? How do you know?

(c) Explain the verbal concord of wǽron (4).
(d) What is the historical significance of the sentence Þæt wǽron ... gesóhton (4-6)?
(e) In what case is þréo géar (9)? What bearing does this have on the historical interpretation of the text?

(f) What is the significance of sé in  And sé Ecgbryht (11)?
(g) What is the political significance of  the sentence And þæs ofer Éastran … on Mierce (14–15)?

Part II
35%
EITHER
3. Write an account of the verbal system of Old English. You are free to invoke comparisons with other languages if you find it useful to do so.
OR
4. What is to be understood by ‘case’? How far do case-inflexions rather than word-order establish the meanings of Old English sentences?
OR
5. From a literary and historical point of view, what can be said about Ælfric's Life of King Eadmund (text no. 1, provided)?
OR
6. What picture of Anglo-Saxon religion emerges from the Old English texts that you have read?
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