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Answer TWO of the three questions below.  Write 2000 – 2500 words for each answer.
1.  “Words do not have meaning of their own. They get their meaning from the context.”  Write an essay to support or reject this statement of extreme contextualism. Would the statement apply equally well to all sorts of words in all text types?  Provide examples to support your own view.

2. Give an account of what semantics contributes to the explication of utterance meaning and discuss its shortcomings.  In your discussion, you should comment on the utterances below, and explain what aspects of their meaning are accounted for by semantics and which aspects by pragmatics. You might have to describe likely contexts for the utterances. Feel free to bring in further examples of your own to illustrate your points.
a. That hotel room was much nicer than this one is.

b. Mary left the hospital. She felt fine.

c. Don’t come a step nearer!

d. Some people say that I'm superficial, but that's just on the surface.
3. Answer both A) and B).
A) Identify the situation type, tense and aspect of the verb phrases underlined in the text excerpt below. Then establish the relative temporal references of the situations referred to in the finite sentences, and give semantic reasons for your judgments as far as possible. Discuss briefly to what extent pragmatic principles are needed to establish the relative temporal references.

B) What is meant by the linguistic concept metaphor? Identify one metaphorical expression in the text below, provide two ways of accounting for its interpretation and argue briefly for a potential preference of one over the other.

After graduating with a first in chemical physics from the University of Edinburgh, Leslie Yellowlees felt she had had her fill of science, and left to work as an administrator in the NHS. She remained there for a year, before moving to Brisbane with her husband, Peter, to work on solar energy research. It was to prove a life-changing experience. 
 (from The Observer, 3 Nov 2013)
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