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Answer TWO of the three questions below. Write 2,000-2,500 words for each answer.

1. Leech sets up his Politeness Principle on a par with Grice’s Cooperative Principle as different kinds of interpersonal principles. Do you see any problem with this? Give reasons for your opinion. In the course of your answer you should explain how the politeness maxims work as compared to the Gricean maxims, and use the two sets of maxims to account for the examples below. Feel free to supply further examples of your own.

a. A: How did Molly’s presentation go?

B: She had a lot of good examples.

b. A: I was robbed on the way home last night!

B: How awful!

c. A: Have you finished the book review?

B: Yes, you wouldn’t mind having a quick look at it, would you?

d. A: Have you finished the book review?

B: Yes, but I’m not quite sure about some of the sentences...

2. What did Austin mean by a speech act, and why did he think such a notion was needed? In the course of your answer you should explain the difference between constatives and performatives, between implicit and explicit performatives and between locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary acts. Use the examples below to illustrate your points, and feel free to add other examples of your own.

a. I demand an answer.

b. Leave him alone.

c. Pop by if you have the time.

d. I declare this hospital open.

e. Congratulations!

f. The Bactrian camel has two humps whereas the Arabian camel has only one.

g. That camel bites.

h. He ordered me to bring him coffee!

On p. 93 Thomas (1995) seems to suggest that Austin’s distinction between locution and illocution corresponds to Grice’s distinction between what is said and what is meant. To what extent do you agree with this? Give reasons for your answer.

3. Explain the similarities and differences between the classical theory of concepts and the prototype theory and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses. Supply your own English examples to illustrate your points.
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