The Wolf-Controversy in Norway

2001: controversial wolf cull was authorized by the Norwegian Government 

(“animals were growing too fast and were responsible for the killing of more than 600 sheep in the area of Koppang (200 km north from Oslo) in the year 2000”) 

original plan to kill 20 wolves was scaled down by public outcry

2005: another cull was authorized by the Norwegian government 

with the intent of exterminating 25% of Norway's wolf population (= 5 wolves)

Problematic: serious threat to the survival of this species in Norway, 

serious risk of genetic degradation 

Wolves are protected in Norway and listed as critically endangered (“red-list”) 

Wolves are also listed in appendix II of the Bern Convention

Many opponents: “No other country I know has such an aggressive policy towards its wolves as Norway.”

2006: District Court Oslo (Oslo Tingrett): the Norwegian government won 

January 2008: Court of appeal (Borgarting lagmannsrett): the Norwegian government won (http://www.fvr.no/images/stories/pdf/20080116lagmannsrettsdom.pdf)

Art. 6 Bern Convention prohibits killing of wolves, 

but according to Art. 9: Exceptions are possible, here: Art. 9 No. 1 ?

Problematic: how to define the term “population” in Art. 9?

Norway`s obligations concerning conservation of wolves are independent from Sweden’s, but that does not mean that Norway has to establish an own “Norwegian” wolf population. A viable population of wolf shared between Norway and Sweden is sufficient = a “Scandinavian wolf-population”

