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Question1. 

In November 2008, the Russian ship, KATHARINA, was on a voyage from Skt. Petersburg to Stavanger. 

Off the Norwegian coast the ship got problems with the machine. Due to these problems and strong winds, 

KATHARINA was only able to move forward at a very slow and unstable speed. The master of the ship 

thought the situation was too unsafe for the ship and its crew as the machine seemed unreliable. 

Consequently, a nearby tug - TEDDY - was contacted and came to the assistance of the ship. KATHARINA 

was towed towards Bergen. When they reached more calm waters, the master of KATHARINA and TEDDY 

agreed that towage was no longer needed. It later turned out that towage had in fact not been needed in the 

first place since KATHARINA even in strong winds would have been able to proceed all the way to Bergen 

on her own at a slow speed.  

  

In the process of de-connecting the two ships, TEDDY by mistake backed and the two vessels collided. 

KATHARINA was badly damaged and started to take in seawater. Consequently, further assistance was 

needed. Another Norwegian tug -  BETTY - was contacted by TEDDY.  Members of the crew onboard 

BETTY and KATHARINA managed to make a temporary repair which limited the intake of water. However, 

KATHARINA was still in such a bad state that she needed to be towed the rest of the way to Bergen. 

BETTY offered to perform the towage. However, KATHARINA rejected this offer. Instead the master of 

KATHARINA contacted another Russian vessel - ALEXANDRA - which was now nearby and had her tow 

KATHARINA the rest of the way to Bergen. BETTY objected to this and claimed to have a right to continue 

the salvage. Also ALEXANDRA claimed to have the right to perform salvage. 

Discuss the following questions: 

a) Is TEDDY entitled to a salvage award, i.e. 

  (i)  is the requirement of danger fulfilled? 

 If the requirement of danger is fulfilled;  

  (ii) Is KATHARINA brought to a position of safety?   

  (iii) Shall deduction be made for the collision damages?  

  

b) Can BETTY and/or ALEXANDRA claim a salvage award? 

c)  Are the crewmembers of KATHARINA who carried out the repair entitled to a salvage award? 

All questions must be answered. 

  

2. Give a presentation of the rules in timecharters regarding the duration of the time charter period. 

The answer should at least cover the following issues: 

a) Delivery 

b) Redelivery 

c) Overlap and underlap 



d) Charterer’s options 

All questions are to be answered. 

 


