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EKSAMEN I JURIDISKE VALGEMNER  

VÅR 2016 

Dato: Onsdag 4. mai 2016 

Tid: Kl. 10:00 – 14:00 

 

JUS5405 – Law of the Sea  

The language of examination for this course is English: students may answer in English ONLY, answers in 

any other language than English will be given  a F (F for fail). 

Question 1 

Give an account of the concept of the freedom of the seas under international law and its historical 

development. Discuss to what extent and how the idea of the freedom of the seas is still recognized under 

the contemporary law of the sea, especially in light of the recognized prerogatives of coastal states over 

their coastal sea areas and continental shelf.   

 

Question 2 

The drilling rig Sea Puncher was drilling for oil at the Norwegian Continental Shelf about 150 nautical miles 

west of Norway. A few nautical miles from the platform, the rig’s stand-by vessel Seabed Alpha, engaged by 

the petroleum licensee, collided with the passing cargo vessel Shana Dexter. After the collision, the vessels 

started to drift towards the platform. After a while, they both had to be abandoned and sank 

The distance from the platform to the wrecks was about 450 meters. Both vessels were therefore within 

the declared safety zone of 1000 meters around the platform (UNCLOS art. 60 and 80). 

Norway ordered the wrecks removed, as the wrecks could be dangerous or in the way for drilling 

operations. Both flag states protested, and newspaper reports suggested that they wished to save their 

shipowners from the cost of wreck removal and any exposure of the vessels’ poor condition. Officially, the 

flag states maintained that they disagreed that the wrecks would be dangerous or in the way for drilling 

operations, and that the wreck removal operation in any event would be dangerous. 

Does the Norwegian government have a basis in UNCLOS or general law of the sea principles for demanding 

one or both of the wrecks to be removed? 
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Both questions shall be answered. The first question is estimated to take twice as much time as the 

second. 

 

 

 

 

*** 
 
 

The result of the exams will be announced wednesday 25
th

  May, at 15.00 hours. You can check the results in the 

StudWeb, or by contacting the Information Centre, phone 22 85 95 00.  After the exam results are announced, 

candidates have the right to be informed of the grounds for the result as long as a request is made within one week of 

the announcement. The names and contact information of the examiners can be found on the Faculty’s website, or by 

contacting the Information Centre. The deadline for appeal is three weeks after the announcement of the results. 

 

Oslo, 04.05.2016 


