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1. Discuss treaties as instruments for developing the content of international law, 

including relevant principles of interpretation and different techniques in designing 

treaties to accommodate the need for a dynamic international system. 

 

2. The following is taken from the European Court of Human Rights’ judgment in the 

Case of Demir and Baykara v. Turkey (2008): 

“85. The Court, in defining the meaning of terms and notions in the text of the 

Convention [the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms], can and must take into account elements of international law 

other than the Convention, the interpretation of such elements by competent organs, 

and the practice of European States reflecting their common values. The consensus 

emerging from specialised international instruments and from the practice of 

Contracting States may constitute a relevant consideration for the Court when it 

interprets the provisions of the Convention in specific cases. 

86. In this context, it is not necessary for the respondent State to have ratified the 

entire collection of instruments that are applicable in respect of the precise subject 

matter of the case concerned. It will be sufficient for the Court that the relevant 

international instruments denote a continuous evolution in the norms and principles 

applied in international law or in the domestic law of the majority of member States of 

the Council of Europe and show, in a precise area, that there is common ground in 

modern societies (…).” 

Discuss the Court’s views in light of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.  

Should different principles be applied in interpreting other treaties than the European 

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms? 

 

 

Both questions should be answered. 

 


