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(All questions shall be answered under the assumption that the states involved in the scenario are parties to 

the UN Charter, the four Geneva Conventions as well as their two Additional Protocols.) 

The Republic of A, B and C has dissolved and all three federal States have declared independence. An 

ethnic minority X that lives in State A wants to claim independence for its geographical area, which borders 

on State B. State B, which would like to see State A weakened, supports the X rebels with food, petrol and 

other equipment. They also provide them with military equipment including weapons. 

Soon, violent clashes break out between the X rebels and State A military forces. State A engages in a 

bombing campaign against one of the X strongholds, a small village in a very mountainous area. Many 

civilians get killed as there have been no prior warnings so the village was not evacuated. Following this 

bombing campaign, State B decides to send some military advisers and a small contingent of troops to help 

the X rebels in their fight for independence. It is now impossible for State A to send military or law 

enforcement personnel to the area without being attacked. 

Some weeks later, State A tries to take control over the area through deployment of ground troops, as the 

bombing campaigns have not resulted in the surrender of the X rebels. A patrol of A soldiers are driving an 

armed vehicle with an artillery gun attached to its roof towards the front line. Suddenly they see a civilian 

truck on a crossing road. They can see that it carries guns and ammunition, and they assume that this is a 

truck on its way to deliver this to X rebels. An old man is driving the truck, and next to him in the front seat is 

a child. The officer in charge decides that this is a legitimate military target and they fire at the driver of the 

truck with the artillery gun. Both of the persons in the truck die instantly. 

It is a long drive, and everybody is exhausted. An accompanying medic, carrying a red cross on his arm, 

offers to take his turn of the roof, manning the gun. The officer in charge accepts the offer, and the medic 

takes up his position of the roof of the vehicle. Suddenly the vehicle is ambushed by a group of X rebels, 

and all of the personnel is captured and taken away to a camp in the mountains. The State A patrol is 

detained in small tents; they are handcuffed all the time and blindfolded. They are also not allowed to sleep. 

On several occasions they are threatened that they will be shot. After a week of this treatment, an army 

officer belonging to State B arrives in the camp. She tells the X rebels in charge of the camp that those 

State A detainees that are entitled to Prisoner of War status cannot be subject to this kind of treatment. 

Identify and discuss the legal questions arising from this text. 

 


