
Langdon Winner is visiting the University of Oslo from April 14th.-19th. In this period he will 
give 3 talks: 
 
 
1. New Technologies and the Dream of Democratic Renewal Wedensday 16th, 13.15 - 14.00, at the 
Forum Auditorium, Forskningsparken (level, 2, Ciens part of the research park) 
Abstract: 
A colorful theme in modern thought is the belief that somehow new technologies will revitalize 
democratic society, enabling citizens to become more effectively self-governing. With the arrival of 
digital technology and the internet, this enduring vision has powerfully rekindled. Will the dream of 
democratic renewal be realized this time around, or derailed by familiar mechanisms of inequality and 
centralized control? 
 
 
2. The Revolt Against Technology in Late Twentieth Century AmericaFriday 18th, 10.15-12.00, Room 
205, Forskningsparken) 
Abstract: 
From the middle 1950s well into the 1980s a focus technology became a central theme in social 
criticism in the U.S.A. and elsewhere. Pacifists, environmentalists, feminists, participants in the 
“counter culture”, as well leading intellectuals identified “technology” as the source of humanity’s 
deepest problems. What were the sources of such criticism? What results came from it? And what is 
its legacy today? 
 
 
3. Technology Studies for Terrorists 
Friday 18th, 13.15-15.00, Room 205, Forskningsparken) 
Abstract: 
Following the terrorist attacks of 9/11, leaders of the U.S.A. decided that the event was the first step in 
a war – “the war on terrorism”. Seven years later, this way of framing the situation has cost hundreds 
of thousands of lives and perhaps $3 trillion. Is there a better way to think about the problems that 
terrorism poses? Recent scholarship in technology studies suggests some promising paths, strategies 
that could be more fruitful in understanding the malady and offering remedies. 
 
 
Langdon Winner is a political theorist known for his writings on technology and politics. He is Thomas 
Phelan Chair of Humanities and Social Sciences at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
 
You can find more info about Langdon in Wikipeda:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Langdon_Winner 
 
or his hompage: http://www.langdonwinner.org/ 
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