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The exam consists of two parts. Part 1 counts 1/3 and part 2 2/3 in the final 

grading. The exam can be written in English or Norwegian. 
 

Make sure the copy is legible. 

 

 

PART 1. 

Briefly outline and discuss four (4) of the following six concepts: 

 Neoliberalism 

 Second demographic transition 

 Gender pay gap 

 Refugees 

 Asylum seekers 

 Universal breadwinner model 

 

 

PART 2. 

Answer ONE of the following three assignments: 

 

 

EITHER 2A: 

Discuss Esping-Andersen’s concept of de-commodification in social policies, and show how 

he employs it to develop his three-fold typology of social-democratic, conservative and liberal 

welfare states.  

 

 

OR 2B:   

In line with Einar Maseng’s analysis, six historical versions of the Nordic state system have 

been distinguished: 

- The Kalmar union 1397-1521 

- The Nordic two-state system 1523-1814 

- The Nordic three state system 1814-1917 

- The Nordic neutral five state system 1918-1945 

- The Nordic Cold War state system 1945-1990 

- The Nordic EU-related state system 1990-today.  

Choose three of these: present the main features of the state system and its development in 

these three phases, and compare them. 

 

OR 2C:  

Explain the relationship between the fact that the Nordic countries both have a high female 

employment rate and relatively high fertility. 


