
Welcome to econometric modelling in August!  

 

The Syllabus/achievement requirements section of the ECON 4160 course page lists ECON 

2130 (Statistikk 1/Statistics 1), ECON 3150/4150 (Introductory Econometrics), or similar 

courses from other universities, as recommended background knowledge for ECON 4160. 

The web page also mentions ``basic knowledge of matrix algebra’’ as recommended 

background. In the economics study program in Oslo, this is given in ECON 

4120(Mathematics 2: Calculus and linear algebra). Matrix notation will be introduced "from 

scratch" in ECON 4160, but having the recommended basic knowledge in matrix algebra will 

do you no harm. 

The last item on the recommended background list is the course ECON4130 Statistics-2. 

Experience shows that (with the exception of ECON4130-2 which may well be taken in 

parallel with ECON 4160 for example), some students struggle because they take too lightly 

on the recommended background. But it is also true that students who realize that they have a 

"hole" in their background knowledge, and do something about it, usually end up doing very 

well! 

To help you "bench-mark" yourselves, or simply to help you to tune in to the course, I have 

just posted a note that reviews the essential statistical concepts and theorems that we will 

assume known in the lectures and seminars. There is also a section with exercises, and a final 

section with suggested (background) reading. 

As announced in the Schedule, we start the course with a "workshop" on Monday 21 August. 

I will be there to answer questions, in particular about the exercises, and about how to 

approach our primary textbook by Hendry and Nielsen (HB).  As well as other questions that 

you have at that stage. 

The regular teaching will start on Thursday 24 August, with a review of the first no less than 5 

chapters of the textbook by HB.  

A detailed lecture plan will be ready by that time, along with the first seminar exercises as 

well. 

Looking forward to seeing you in August! 

 

Ragnar  

28 June 2017   


