

Course description for STV 4223 and STV 4223B: Transnational politics and globalization

This is a course description according to ”Utfyllende regler til §§ 2.2, 3.3, (hereby § 3.3.4) og 3.7 in Forskrift om studier og eksamener ved Universitetet i Oslo”. The course description refers to § 3.7.
	The rules and regulations referred to in this document can be found here: http://www.sv.uio.no/studier/forskrifter_regler.html (in norwegian)


1 Course Structure

1.1 Objective
This course is not about a particular region or issue. Rather, it is about two "buzzwords" - transnationalism and globalization. We will seek to understand their nature, how they have affected the historical development of states, and whether, at century's dawn, they are fundamentally changing politics and policymaking within and between states. 
The course is organized in four parts. We begin by developing several tools for connecting the ‘global to the local,’ considering both the constraining and constitutive effects of globalization and transnationalism. Second, we consider instances where the very structure and politics of states have been influenced by long-term historical trends in the global political economy. This historical perspective places current developments in their proper frame, driving home that today's buzzwords in fact have a long pedigree. 
Third, more specific interactions between global and domestic politics are addressed. Here, we consider IR work on transnational politics and globalization, examining the actors involved, the resources at their disposal (money, norms, military arms, arguments) and the pathways and mechanisms through which they influence domestic and international affairs. Finally, moving from a lecture to seminar format, students will have the opportunity to present outlines of their papers and, more generally, debate course themes.
Empirically, our focus will vary across a number of different countries and issues. Topics include foreign-economic policies in developed capitalist countries; the role of international institutions; the spread of global human rights practices; and foreign and national-security policy during and after the Cold War. 


1.2 Structure and content (course scope and syllabus)
The course has three goals. First, it will stress the development of critical thinking abilities -- in particular, by helping you rigorously assess the arguments made by our authors. Second, it will survey the literatures on transnational politics and globalization, and will do so from multiple theoretical perspectives. Third, the course will introduce you to a key contemporary debate in social and IR theory - that between rational choice and social constructivism. It will do so not at the level of meta-theory, but by exploring the differing ways in which the two schools conceptualize and document globalization’s domestic impact.
The course is offered with both 10 and 15 ECTS credits depending on whether the student writes an essay (A-version) or not (B-version), in addition to a 5-hour final exam. The essay and exam each count for 50%, and students will receive one overall grade for the course. The B-version (10 ECTS credits) is only open for students on the hovedfag, and who were admitted to the programme in Spring 2003 or earlier. This arrangement will last until the spring term 2005. The B-version is identical to the A-version except for the additional paper requirement. Students on the B-version follow the same lectures and have the same date for exam as the A-version.

2 Teaching structure

2.1 Forms of teaching
There will be a total of 13 class sessions (each of 2 hours duration), divided between 10 lectures and 3 seminars. The lectures are open for everybody, but not the seminars. You have to attend at least 2/3 of the seminars in order to pass the course.

See Guidelines for obligatory activities. (Retningslinjer for obligatoriske aktiviteter) The guidelines are in norwegian.

2.2 Academic prerequisites
Bachelor's Degree programme in Political Science or equivalent.

2.3 Semester course is taught:
Teaching semester is Autumn 2004. The exam has to be taken the same semester in which the lectures are attended.

2.4 Time period in which the course is taught:
Teaching will be given between August and December 2004

2.5 Language of instruction
Language of instruction is English.

2.6 Administrative unit
University of Oslo.

2.7 Admission requirements
In order to take this course students have to be accepted to a Master’s Degree Program in Political Sciences. 

See the University Law § 40 (Lov om universiteter og høgskoler § 40. Rett til å gå opp til eksamen)

3 Form of Examination

3.1 Forms of assessment
There are two course requirements: (1) a 10-15 page analytic essay; and (2) a 5-hour final exam.  The essay and exam each count for 50%, and students will receive one overall grade for the course. Exam is given at the end of the semester. 
In the following cases, students must prepare new essay:
	He/she have less than 2/3 participation in the seminars
	He/she fail (grade F) on the final exam
	He/she gets the final exam annulled for cheating/attempt of cheating, according to “Forskrift for studier og eksamener ved Universitetet i Oslo § 8.7 Annulering av eksamen eller prøve” (Fastsatt med hjemmel i Lov om universiteter og høgskoler § 54).   


3.2 Academic requirements
The students have to attend at least 2/3 of the seminars in order to pass the course. 

3.3 Semester in which the final assessment takes place
Final exam will be in December 2004. By showing a medical certificate the students may take a postponed exam, see § 7.3. 

3.4 When during the semester the final assessment takes place
Examination is hold in December 2004. The exam has to be taken the same semester in which the lectures are attended.
 
3.5 Special arrangements/final assessment
It is possible to apply for special exam-arrangements on the exam (see §7.5) according to different kinds of disabilities, health issues, etc, including:
	prolonged exam

different exam than the ordinary
Technical arrangements
Practical arrangements

For more information, please see the faculty’s internet page on special arrangements/final assessment
  
3.6 Permitted materials for examinations with supervision
Students may use a dictionary during the 5-hour final exam.

3.7 Permitted materials for examinations without supervision 
References and sources must be referred to according to the Institute’s directions (in norwegian)
Students must submit a confirmation stating that their essay has not been prepared for other courses. If delivering a previous delivered paper, it is considered as cheating/attempt of cheating.

3.8 Language of examination
The students may answer the exam in Norwegian or English, see § 6.4.

3.9 Conditions for non-admitted students to take the examinations:
Hospitants on the course can take exam as normal students on the Master Degree programme. Privatists are not admitted to this course. See § 40 in the University Law (Lov om universiteter og høgskoler § 40. Rett til å gå opp til eksamen.).

For more information, please see the faculty’s internet page on directions for privatists 

3.10 Policy on deferred examinations 
By showing a medical certificate the students may take a postponed exam, see § 7.3 

3.11 Determination of grades
Examinations and evaluations at UiO are graded using letter grades. The scale is descending from A to E for passes and F for fail, § 8.1.1.

The criteria for the ECTS-scale are here:
http://www.statsvitenskap.uio.no/fag/karakter.html (in norwegian)

3.12 Overlap with other courses, reduction in number of credits:

4 Other conditions according the course





