
Status of AI in the Nordic 

Countries

Nordic Perspectives on Artificial Intelligence

October 13th, 2023

Klas H. Pettersen, CEO, NORA





The Nordic AI meet

October 2023



Status of AI in the Nordic Countries



Finland
AI
Strategy 
2017

Prime Minister

All sectors, but specifically mentions:
Energy; Wellbeing;  transport;



Sweden
AI Strategy 
2018

(Face for the
Swedish AI 

Strategy)

The Government of the Kingdom of 

Sweden is the national cabinet of Sweden, 

and the country's executive authority.

Focus

•
•
•
•

Education and training 

Research

Innovation and use 

Infrastructure

Åsa Zetterberg, the

Government's Chief

Digital Officer.



Denmark 
AI
Strategy 
2019

(Erhvervsministeriet)

Launched by Rasmus Jarlov 

Minister of Business Affairs –

from Ministry of Industry, 

Business and Financial Affairs 

at Digitalt Topmøde 2019

Priority areas:

•
•
•
•

Healthcare
Energy and utilities 

Agriculture 

Transport



Norway
AI
Strategy 
2020

Nikolai

Minister for Digitalisation

Priority areas:
“…health, seas and oceans, 

public administration, energy 

and mobility.”



Academic AI 
Collaborations
in the Nordic countries



€

Finland
Finnish Center for Artificial Intelligence FCAI is a community of 
experts in artificial intelligence in Finland, initiated by Aalto 
University, University of Helsinki, and VTT Technical Research Centre 
of Finland. FCAI is one of the Academy of Finland’s Finnish flagships, 
hubs of top-level research and impact.



MISSION

Real AI for Real People in the Real World

Our goal in FCAI is to create new types of AI, 

which can operate with humans in the complex 

world, and to renew the Finnish industry with this 

new AI.



“The Wallenberg AI, Autonomous Systems and Software

Program (WASP) is a major national initiative for

strategically motivated basic research, education and

faculty recruitment. It is by far the largest individual

research program in Sweden.”

• Launched in 2015

• Will continue at least until 2031
• Funding in total 6 billion SEK (€560M) (4.9

billion SEK from Wallenberg family)

Sweden



Strategic instruments
1. A challenging research 

program

2. A national graduate 

school

3. Strategic international 

faculty recruitment

4. Research Arenas
5. Internationalization by 

exclusive university 

partnerships

6. Communication, events 

and networking



“AI Sweden is the Swedish national 
center for applied artificial 
intelligence. Our mission is to 
accelerate the use of AI for the 
benefit of our society, our 
competitiveness, and for everyone 
living in Sweden”





A total of more than DKK 350 million has been allocated 

to the Centre over the next 13 years. Funding from the 

Danish National Research Foundation, the Novo 

Nordisk Foundation, the Carlsberg Foundation, the 

Villum Foundation and the Lundbeck Foundation

Denmark



Our research is organized 

into seven collaboratories

ex XR FG LO

Causality and explainability

Led by Aasa Feragen, l.@

Assent and Jonas Peters

Extended reality

Led by Dan Witzner Hansen,

Hans Gellersen and Kasi2er

Hornb k

Fine grained analysis

Led by Mads Nielsen and 

Thomas Moeslund

Learning theory and 

optimization

Led by Christian lgfil and Ole

Winther
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Signals and decoding

Led by Lars Kai Hansen and 

Zheng-Hua Tan

Speech and language

Led by Anders S0gaard and 

Barbara Plank

Networks and graphs

Led by Roberta Sinatra and 

Sune Lehmann J0rgensen



Norway
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NORA – a national AI 

research consortium

8 universities

3 university colleges

5 research institutes

Strategic partners



Innovation

Education Research

NORA ecosystem



NORA.startup is 

NORA’s innovation 

network

Through cooperation 

between academia, 

incubators and 

start-up companies, 

NORA.startup

is building a national 

innovation network 

for research-based 

innovation



Partners

NORA Research School Board

Project Manager

Education Council Innovation Council PhD Student Council

NORA Secretariat (executive body)

Startup

Industry Partners

International Advisory Council Leader: Cathrine Pihl Lyngstad (NAV)

Klas Pettersen (UiO/NORA)

Sachin Gaur (UiO / NORA)

Leader: Marija Slavkovik (UiB) Leader: Signe Riemer-Sørensen (SINTEF) Leader: Mari Serine Kannelønning 

(OsloMet)

Strategic partners

Universities / University colleges Research institutes / SFIs Industry / Public sector

Education: NORA Norwegian AI Research School

AI Pioneer 

Centre 



National strategy year 
released

National research AI network

Key sector priorities AI strat.

2017 2018 2019 2020

All sectors, but
Mentions:
Energy;
Wellbeing;  
transport

Education and 
training;
research;
innovation and use; 
infrastructure

Healthcare; 
energy and 
utilities; 
agriculture; 
transport

Health;
seas and oceans;
public 
administration; 
energy;
mobility



The Nordic State of AI



A Nordic AI 

knowledge center for 

management of 

artificial intelligence 

The Nordic Region in 2030 – which path should we take?

How do we use AI to 

improve the 

competitiveness of the 

Nordic Region without 

compromising individual 

rights?



The Nordic Region in 2030 – which path should we take?



The Nordic Region in 2030 – which path should we take?



Yann Lecun in US Senate hearing on national security implications of AI — 09/19/23

“The development of AI is as foundational as the creation of the microprocessor, the 

personal computer, the internet, and the mobile device.”

The Nordic Region in 2030 – which path should we take?



“Open sourcing technology has spurred rapid progress

in systems we now consider basic infrastructure,

such as the internet and mobile communication 

networks.

This doesn't mean that every model can or should 

be open.

There is a role for both proprietary and open source 

AI

models.

But an open source basic model should

be the foundation on which industry

can build a vibrant ecosystem.

An open source model creates an industry standard,

much like the model of the internet in the mid-'90s.”

The Nordic Region in 2030 – which path should we take?
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klas.pettersen@nora.ai


