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Research is for others ! 
 

If this is true, work that never reaches 
its intended audience – because it is not 
published or presented – or work that 

once disseminated is never read or 
understood or has no impact on anything 

or anyone, should not be regarded as 
research of quality (if as research at all) 

 
P. Salmon (2003). How do we recognise 
good research? The Psychologist, 16(1). 



Godfrey Harold Hardy (1877 –1947) 
was an English mathematician, known 
for his achievements in number theory 
and mathematical analysis. In addition 
he is remembered for his 1940 essay on 
the aesthetics of mathematics, titled  
A Mathematician's Apology.  

Good research should 
satisfy 3 criteria: 
1) Is it true? 
2) Is it new? 
3) Is it relevant? 



What is good research?  

• Good research should be rigorous (i.e. follow rules and 
conventions that support Hardy’s point 1: truth). 

• In particular the social sciences should use standards that are 
distinguishable from (and possibly obtain results that are better than) 
journalism, blogging, tweeting… 

• However, there is the danger of falling into an epistemology of 
methodologism, i.e. “research is good only if it has been 
conducted according to certain state-of-the-art methods” (e.g., 
quantitative measures, fancy statistics, MRI, etc.) 

• ‘Good’ research is typically playful (e.g., Feynman’s pleasure of 
finding things out) and research that slavishly follows 
methodological standards might lack imagination or common 
sense. 

• Hardy’s points 2 and 3 (novelty and relevance) are just as 
important as point 1 



• Good research should have a question 
about the phenomenon and only then the 
appropriate method for finding an 
answer should be looked for… 

• Substantial part of modern psychology 
follows the opposite order of decisions: 
first it is decided to use some methods, 
then one seeks a problem… 

  





If all you have is an 
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everything may look 
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According to Web of 
Science: 118 articles in 
59 different journals  
(IF range: .942 – 11.64 ) 
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Daniel Kahneman 

May-Britt og Edvard Moser 
utdannet i psykologi (cand.psychol.) fra Universitetet i Oslo 

http://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cand.psychol.


https://f1000.com/prime/recommendations 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: 
 
F1000Prime publishes recommendations of articles in biology and medicine from a 
"faculty" of around 6,000 scientists and 5,000 more junior "associate" faculty. The 
service covers 32 disciplines and around 3,700 journals.  
 
When Faculty Members recommend an article for F1000, they rate it as 'Good'. 
F1000 uses the individual scores to calculate the total scores for each article, which 
are used to rank the articles in each discipline. The F1000Prime score is an article-
level metric, or altmetric, and is a potential indicator of the scientific impact of 
individual papers… 

https://f1000.com/prime/recommendations





