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Autocoding

Top-down coding for quick impressions, to compare with own coding, and to visualize

▪ Autocode: 

▪ themes (topic modeling) (based on language pack),

▪ sentiment (sentiment analysis) (based on dictionary), 

▪ speaker (based on identified structure)

▪ You can also get an overview of material before coding with:

▪ Word cloud (based on word frequency)

▪ Word tree (based on word in contexts)

▪ And you can run a text query and save query results as code



Page 4

NVivo: ORGANIZE and VISUALIZE codes across cases

CODES: keywords you tag your 

material/data with 

(texts/pictures/videos etc).

Organize and visualize your 

codes:

▪ Child codes

▪ Coding stripes

▪ Color coding codes

▪ Hierarchical coding charts

CASES: objects of your study 

e.g. persons, places, 

organizations 

Classify your cases with 

attributes (variables) to see 

codes across these

For example:

▪ Case: student

▪ Attributes: age, gender

QUERIES: explore your 

material across codes and 

cases/case attributes

See patterns through 

complex queries 

For example:

▪ Crosstab queries

▪ Retrieve codes across 

case attributes

▪ Matrix queries

▪ Retrieve material 

based on a range of 

options

FILES: the material you import 

and code

File formats NVivo accepts: 

▪ Word

▪ Text (txt and rtf)

▪ PDFs

▪ Video, pictures, audio

▪ Excel (import as 

Dataset)

Files and Cases

▪ A file can pertain to 

one case or many 

cases

▪ Several files can 

pertain to one case
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CASES

EXAMPLES OF CASES IN PROJECTS
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My research project is 

about critical thinking 

skills in the 

curriculum looking at 

current school curricula 

and interviews with 

teachers.

Criminology: interviews 

with 10-15 convicts who 

have anklets. I'll be 

looking at their 

experiences with 

anklets and what 

meaning they have for 

them.

15 interviews with parents. The 

interviews are based on video 

clips of interactions between 

parents and a child (a reading 

situation). The topic is 

emotional socialization, how 

parents relate to and teach 

children about emotions.

Exploring clinicians’ 

reflections and 

reactions on the use of 

machine learning as 

an aid in making 

treatment choices for 

psychological treatment

Criminology - on Ap’s and 

Frp's criminal policy related 

to youth crime. The data 

material is news articles and 

party programs.
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My research project is 

about critical thinking 

skills in the 

curriculum looking at 

current school curricula 

and interviews with 

teachers.

Criminology: interviews 

with 10-15 convicts who 

have anklets. I'll be 

looking at their 

experiences with 

anklets and what 

meaning they have for 

them.

15 interviews with parents. 

The interviews are based on 

video clips of interactions 

between parents and a child (a 

reading situation). The topic is 

emotional socialization, how 

parents relate to and teach 

children about emotions.

Exploring clinicians’ 

reflections and 

reactions on the use of 

machine learning as 

an aid in making 

treatment choices for 

psychological treatment

criminology - on Ap’s and Frp's 

criminal policy related to youth 

crime. The data material is news 

articles and party programs.

Case: school curriculum

Attribute: which school Case: convicts

Attribute: what location 

(city or village)

Case: parents

Attribute: child age

Attribute: child gender

Case: clinicians

Attribute: Level of 

experience in IT 

and/or AI

Case: political party

Attribute: Ap or Frp
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Project: Environmental issue through the legal system

«Jeg forsker på miljøkonsekvensutredninger og skriver en phd-avhandling om hvordan samlede og langsiktige 

miljøvirkninger blir utredet i norsk rett.»

▪ The project is the investigation and processing of environmental issues through 

the legal system from law proposal to law enactment

▪ For this project, the researcher classified each environmental issue as follows:

▪ Case: Environmental issue (miljøsak) 

(e.g. «Industriprosjekt ved Oslofjorden» and «Kraftutbygging av Lennaelva i Trøndelag»)

▪ Case attribute: where in the legal system (what level) the environmental issue was dealt with 

(beslutningsnivå: prosjektnivå, plannivå, forskriftsnivå, lovnivå)

▪ The researcher could then look at a select case across documents and levels 

through the legal system (from proposal to law)

▪ And/or look at codes (e.g. references to energy or pollution) in select cases and 

across specific stages of the process (e.g. prosjektnivå and lovnivå)
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Project: Environmental issue through the legal system

• Objects of study: various environmental issues (miljøsaker) 

• e.g. «Industriprosjekt ved Oslofjorden» and «Kraftutbygging av Lennaelva i Trøndelag»

• Files (data/material to code): reports, proposals, legal documents, etc.

• Case (case classification): «Environmental issue» (Miljøsak)

• Case attributes (variables): Beslutningsnå

• Where on the latter of the bureaucracy the environmental issue is dealt with

1. Prosjektnivå

2. Plannivå

3. Forskriftsnivå

4. Lovnivå
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Project examples

Children in medieval hagiography

• Working with code organization 

through an iterative process

• Child codes

• Coding stripes

• Coding charts

Sleep parenting in the US

• Working with case classification to 

retrieve codes based on attributes

• Cases: moms

• Case attributes: employment status

working mom / stay-at-home / part-time

• Codes: topics 

• bedsharing, sleep training, bottle feeding, 

nursing, attachment parenting, etc.
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Visualizations

Visualize data before, through, and after coding and classifying:

1. Word clouds and Word trees

2. Hierarchical charts

3. Crosstab and Matrix queries 
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Matrix queries: children in late medieval miracle stories
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Other formats



https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/datasets.htm

Page 25

Datasets (survey data collected in Excel)

When working with an imported Excel file in NVivo, you have these options:

▪ 1 Classifying fields—cells in this column contain information about your data—for example, the age and sex 

of survey respondents. Classifying fields have a gray background.

▪ 2 Codable fields—cells in this column contain the information you want to analyze—for example, responses

to open-ended survey questions. Codable fields have a white background.

▪ 3 Table and Form View tabs—use these tabs to switch between Table View and Form View.

• Sort or filter the dataset based on the values in classifying columns

• Annotate the text in codable columns

• Code or query the text in codable columns (you can also code file shortcuts)

• Create see-also links on the text in codable columns

https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/datasets.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/datasets.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/datasets.htm


Coding images

https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/

Content/files/pictures.htm
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https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-

videos.htm
Page 29

What can I do in an audio or video file?
• Create a transcript—you can transcribe the media in NVivo yourself, or you can import an existing 

transcript. If you don't need a transcript, you can leave it blank (and hide it if you want to).

• Play, pause, forward and rewind the media—you can go to an exact location using the timeline

• Code the media directly on the timeline or code the text in the Content column of the transcript

• Annotate the media directly on the timeline or annotate text in the Content column of the
transcript.

• Create see-also links from the timeline or text in the Content column of the transcript

https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/15/win/Content/files/audio-and-videos.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/14/win/Content/files/create-audio-or-video-transcripts.htm#Play
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/14/win/Content/files/import-audio-video-transcripts.htm
https://help-nv.qsrinternational.com/14/win/Content/files/import-audio-video-transcripts.htm


Page 30

Notes

Memos are text files you create in Nvivo and can 

be coded like other files. A memo can be separate 
or linked linked to a file. It can be however long you 

want it. Use it for logging, drafting, note taking, etc.

See-Also Links lets you connect between files and 

relevant sections in files. E.g. a memo can include a see-

also link to a relevant section in an imported file.

Annotations are essentially footnotes you add to files. The 

files that have annotations are listed and linked to under 

Notes in Annotations.
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Further reading and resources
▪ NVivo @ UiO online help with guides, course list, contact info: 

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/research/data-collection-and-analysis/nvivo/index.html

▪ Beekhuyzen, J. & Bazeley, P. (2024). Qualitative data analysis with NVivo (4. ed.). Sage.

▪ Denzin, N. K. et al. (2023) The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research (6. ed.). Sage.

▪ Patton, M. Q. (2015). Qualitative research & evaluation methods (4. ed.). Sage.

▪ Tjora, A. (2019). Qualitative research as stepwise-deductive induction (Vol. 26, Routledge advances in 

research methods). Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge.

▪ Tjora, A. (2018). Viten skapt : Kvalitativ analyse og teoriutvikling. Oslo: Cappelen Damm akademisk.

▪ Norwegian stop words: see our online guide or: 

▪ https://stavanger.instructure.com/files/903420/download?download_frd=1

▪ https://gist.github.com/kmelve/8869818

▪ Transcribe with UiO Whisper Autotekst:

▪ https://autotekst.uio.no/en
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https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/research/data-collection-and-analysis/nvivo/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/research/data-collection-and-analysis/nvivo/index.html
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/qualitative-data-analysis-with-nvivo/book284044
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-handbook-of-qualitative-research/book275161
https://uk-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uio.no/en-gb/eur/qualitative-research-evaluation-methods/book232962
https://uk-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uio.no/en-gb/eur/qualitative-research-evaluation-methods/book232962
https://uk-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uio.no/en-gb/eur/qualitative-research-evaluation-methods/book232962
https://uk-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uio.no/en-gb/eur/qualitative-research-evaluation-methods/book232962
https://uk-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uio.no/en-gb/eur/qualitative-research-evaluation-methods/book232962
https://www.routledge.com/Qualitative-Research-as-Stepwise-Deductive-Induction/Tjora/p/book/9781138304499
https://www.routledge.com/Qualitative-Research-as-Stepwise-Deductive-Induction/Tjora/p/book/9781138304499
https://www.routledge.com/Qualitative-Research-as-Stepwise-Deductive-Induction/Tjora/p/book/9781138304499
https://cappelendamm.no/_viten-skapt-aksel-tjora-9788202442996
https://www.uio.no/tjenester/it/forskning/datafangst-og-analyse/nvivo/hjelp/oppsett.html#stoppord
https://stavanger.instructure.com/files/903420/download?download_frd=1
https://stavanger.instructure.com/files/903420/download?download_frd=1
https://gist.github.com/kmelve/8869818
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