
Borrowing from Hitler and Mussolini? Fascism in Norway 

As Robert Paxton reminds us, Fascism was the most important political innovation of the 20th century. 

To many contemporaries, it offered not only a radical political alternative both to Western 

democracies and Communism; also, it seemed to show the way to the racial regeneration of the 

nation. Thus, world-wide fascination with Hitler’s Germany and Mussolini’s Italy can hardly be 

overrated. How these two dictators and their regimes were viewed abroad before World War II can 

tell us much about the fears, desires, and utopias prevalent in Western societies during the inter-war 

period. Writing a transnational history of Fascism in Norway, for instance, may ultimately help us 

better understand national history as well. The topic is perfect for those Master’s students who are 

drawn more to the dark side of transnationalism. 

 

Possible topics may include, but are not limited to: 

 A matter of race? Fascism and Norwegian population experts 

 The Third Rome: Fascist architecture and urban planning in Norway 

 Colonial dreams in a country without colonies? Norway and empire building in Fascist Italy 

 


