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Alternative Paths

• United States: Seeking dominance through fossil fuel resources
and military/political might

• China: Seeking expanded influence through renewables and 
international projects

• Europe: The Green New Deal/Industrial Plan... 



Trump 2. Putting America First,
Pulling US out of International Agreements

US has pulled out of over 60 international 
environmental agreements and institutions including 
the Paris Agreement, UNFCCC, and the IPCC

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/09/a-colossal-own-goal-trumps-
exit-from-global-climate-treaties-will-have-little-effect-outside-us





China Clean Tech Leadership



A streamgraph showing the growth in renewable energy capacity since 2000, using data from IRENA and highlighting the impressive gains of some economies, such as China, and the lack of gains in others, such as Canada.

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/sp/visualized-renewable-energy-capacity-through-time-2000-2023/

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2024-04-16/china-extends-clean-tech-
dominance-over-us-despite-biden-s-ira-blueprint

https://www.motive-power.com/national-public-utilities-council/?utm_source=decarb-channel&utm_medium=sponsored-content&utm_campaign=Decarbonization


https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202504/24/content_WS680974c3c6d0868f4e8f2027.h
tml

China will:

• adhere to multilateralism

• deepen international cooperation, boost 

technological innovation and transformation

• pursue South – South cooperation

2030 goals: 

-peak emissions before 2030

-reduce emission intensity by 60-65% from 2005 

levels

-achieve 20% share of renewables in energy mix

2035 goals:

-reduce economy-wide net greenhouse gas 

emissions by 7 percent to 10 percent from peak 

levels

-expand the installed capacity of wind and solar 

power to over six times the 2020 levels, aiming for a 

total of 3,600 gigawatts.

-increase the share of non-fossil fuels in total energy 

consumption to over 30 percent

-make new energy vehicles the mainstream in the 

sales of new vehicles

CHINA‘S NDC



Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization

https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-09-30/China-taking-vigorous-measures-to-build-ecological-civilization-UdovnDNoIM/index.html



Infografik Chinas neue Seidenstraße Englisch

Greening the  Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

China‘s (Green) Belt and Road Initiative

https://www.dw.com/en/new-silk-road-and-chinas-hegemonic-ambitions/a-38843212


Historical turning point(s) for Europe?



Current discussion within the G7. Discussion on how to reduce dependence on China

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=File:Critical_raw_materials_and_their_supply_risk.png


Russian War on Ukraine, 
2022 –

Paradigm shift. Breaking 
dependency on Russia 



https://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/green-deal.jpg


EU Climate Targets: 2050 Climate Neutrality 
Target



Europe

• EU Climate Law
• Fit for 55
• Hydrogen and Gas Package
• REPowerEU



EU Updated NDC (Nationally Determined Contribution)

• 55% reduction of CO2 by 2030 (compared to 1990 base)
• 66.25 to 72.5% reduction of CO2 by 2035 (indicative target)

• Tripling renewable energy capacity globally and doubling the rate 
of global energy efficiency by 2030

• EU remains world‘s largest climate financer





Renewables 44% of electricity generation 2023, estimated 47% 2024.
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