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French disciplines – the CNU
Groupe 5a

French disciplines – the CNU
Groupe 5a 
section 25 - Mathématiques
section 26 - Mathématiques appliquées et applications 
d thé tides mathématiques
Groupe 5b 
section 27 - Informatique
Groupe 6 
section 28 - Milieux denses et matériaux
section 29 - Constituants élémentaires
section 30 - Milieux dilués et optique
Groupe 7 
section 31 - Chimie théorique, physique, analytiquesection 31 Chimie théorique, physique, analytique
section 32 - Chimie organique, minérale, industrielle
section 33 - Chimie des matériaux

http://www.cpcnu.fr/sectionsCnu.htm



Cutting nature at the jointsCutting nature at the joints

Richard Pawson



Disciplines are political institutions thatDisciplines are political institutions that 
demarcate areas of academic territory, allocate 
the privileges and responsibilities of expertisethe privileges and responsibilities of expertise, 
and structure claims on resources. They are the 
infrastructure of science embodied in universityinfrastructure of science, embodied in university 
departments, professional societies, and 
informal market relationships between theinformal market relationships between the 
producers and consumers of knowledge. They 
are creatures of history and reflect human habitsare creatures of history and reflect human habits 
and preferences, not a fixed order of nature. 

Robert Kohler, From Medical Chemistry to 
Biochemistry: The Making of a Biomedical Discipline. 
Cambridge University Press, 1982.



C f fContextualist history views the formation of 
scientific institutions within a twofold set of 

l i hi h d i f h i ifirelationships. … the dynamics of the scientific 
field are organized by individual actors or groups 
i ki i i i h hin staking out positions with respect to other 
positions in the field. The character of those 

iti h i diti d b l lpositions, however, is conditioned by local 
factors of varying sorts, the market for the 

ifi it d th i l d t i lspecific pursuit, and the social and material 
support for it.

Timothy Lenoir, Instituting science: the cultural 
production of scientific disciplines, CA: Stanford p p ,
University Press, 1997, p. 14-15.



Pierre BourdieuPierre Bourdieu

Pierre Bourdieu Sciences de la science et réflexivité
Paris: Raisons d’agir, 2001.

Pierre Bourdieu « Le champ scientifique ». Actes de la 
recherche en sciences sociales 2, no. 2 (1976): 88–104.

http://www.persee.fr/p p



Mary-Jo Nye, From Chemical Philosophy to y y p y
Theoretical Chemistry: Dynamics of Matter 
and Dynamics of Disciplines 1800–1950y p
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986.

l• a genealogy
• a core literaturea core literature
• codified rituals
• a physical homeland

f• recognition from the outside
• a shared set of scientific values• a shared set of scientific values 



Benedict Anderson
Imagined communitiesImagined communities
New York: Verso, 1991

In an anthropological spirit, then, IIn an anthropological spirit, then, I 
propose the following definition of the 
nation: it is an imagined politicalnation: it is an imagined political 
community – and imagined as both 
i h tl li it d d iinherently limited and sovereign.

5 6pp. 5-6.
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