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Extreme weather events

Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse

Critical change to Earth systems 

Misinformation and disinformation

Inequality

Adverse outcomes of AI technologies

Societal polarization

Cyber espionage and warfare
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Challenging geopolitical development



Climate, environment and 
biodiversity

Digitalisation, AI and quantum
technology

Health and aging population Democracy and inclusion

Four defining trends 



Biodiversity on the brink 

85% of the planet’s
wetlands have been

lost 

66% of the marine 
enviroment has been
significantly altered

75 % of the Earth’s land 
surface has been

siginificantly altered

One million species 
are at risk of

extinction







Knowledge is responsibility

• Develop new knowledge and research
• Science-based education
• Innovation – put knowledge to use
• Contribute to an informed public discourse

The higher education sector has four key roles:



The role of business

• Efficient production of goods and services
• Develop new solutions, processes and technologies
• Create good jobs
• Value creation that generate tax revenues
• Drive productivity development and restructuring
• Ensure efficient resource allocation and utilization



Time for collaboration
• Strategic focus on innovation and talent

• More research in critical and emerging technologies 

• More effective collaboration between education, research and 
business

• Focus on contextual understanding, critical thinking and 
interdisciplinary collaboration 



Opportunity and responsibility



Trust is a valuable resource that 
must be managed actively and wisely
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Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together is progress, 

and working together is success.
- Henry Ford
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