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W       e have engaged Team A-lab with some of the most experienced urban 
developers and designers in Norway and some of the world’s best architects to 
conduct a feasibility study. For the first time, we assess the physical framework 

and conditions for a holistic development of a world-leading innovation district in the 
middle of Oslo.

Oslo Science City will help to position Norway as an internationally leading centre for 
innovation, knowledge-based value creation and sustainable solutions to major societal 
challenges.

Urban innovation districts bring together a critical mass of researchers, students, 
start-up communities, businesses and financial institutions. The location in dense, vibrant 
neighbourhoods promotes creativity and cooperation. Innovation districts stimulate 
interaction and innovation, they raise value added and create new jobs.

Oslo is one of the leading university cities in Northern Europe. In 2019, the City of Oslo 
adopted Campus Oslo - Strategy for the development of the knowledge capital. The 
establishment of Oslo Science City is a key component in the strategy. According to 
the strategy, better cooperation between education, research, business and the public 
sector must be a premise for urban development. It will contribute to increased value 
creation, innovation, transition towards a zero-emission society and new jobs.

Oslo Science City covers the area from Majorstuen via Marienlyst and Blindern to 
Gaustad and Ullevål. It also includes Campus Radiumhospitalet. This is Norway’s most 
knowledge-intensive area, with 300 start-up companies, 7,500 researchers, 10,000 
hospital employees and 30,000 students. The University of Oslo is among Europe’s 
most highly ranked universities within several disciplines. Oslo University Hospital is 
the largest hospital in the Nordic region, and SINTEF is the country’s leading research 
institute. These key institutions, together with a number of specialized research institutes 
and strong start-up communities, represent a strong national force, now joining forces 
to establish Norway’s first innovation district.

Oslo Science City has been established in the form of a membership association, with the 
University in Oslo, the City of Oslo, SINTEF, Oslo University Hospital, the South-Eastern 
Norway Regional Health Authority, the Norwegian Geotechnical Institute, the Foundation 
for Student Life in Oslo and Akershus, Oslo Science Park, Oslo Cancer Cluster, Oslo 
Pensjonsforsikring and Ferd as members.

Oslo Science City will be a leading innovation district where the city, the business 
community, the knowledge environments, the start-up ecosystems, the authorities 
and the public sector will work together to develop new knowledge and take it into use. 

PREFACE
Inclusive innovation districts also represent a pathway into the knowledge economy 
through cooperation with schools, and programs for education and working life. The climate, 
the environment and sustainability are keys to the development of Oslo Science City.

In a rapidly evolving world, innovation is changing the way we live, work and teach. It 
affects the economy, the market and society as a whole. Cities around the world are 
actively positioning themselves to attract smart people and stimulate innovation through 
building dynamic ecosystems associated with their strong knowledge institutions. Oslo 
Science City will draw on the experience from the best in the world. Yet, the development 
of Norway’s first innovation district will also build on own strengths and be adapted to 
our culture and society.

TEAM A-LAB, with BIG BJARKE INGELS GROUP from Denmark, A-lab from Norway, 
transport planners from CIVITAS and the interdisciplinary design community COMTE 
BUREAU has made independent assessments of requirements and opportunities, based 
on the campus strategy and the strategy for Oslo Science City. Dr. Tim Moonen from 
London-based THE BUSINESS OF CITIES, with extensive experience from international 
innovation districts and deep knowledge of Oslo, has contributed as a strategic advisor. 
Leo Grünfeld, partner in MENON ECONOMICS, has on behalf of Team A-lab written this 
report, which summarizes the contents of the feasibility study. The Feasibility Study 
rests on an inclusive process where more than 450 researchers, students, managers, 
employees and residents in the area have participated in a number of workshops. They 
have been joined by key representatives from business, finance and the public sector. 
I am impressed by their commitment and grateful for all contributions. We hope the 
Feasibility Study will engage broadly. Oslo Science City will listen and learn, and bring 
views and assessments into the further development work. We look forward to wide 
involvement around the development of the first innovation district in Norway.

A development project of this kind requires financing. Housing and commercial buildings 
will be funded through ordinary market financing, while multifunctional buildings will 
attract alternative financing solutions for research and teaching. There is a strong interest 
for investing in innovation districts all over the world, and Oslo Science City will attract 
competent capital, both nationally and internationally. 

Oslo Science City will be great for Oslo and important for Norway. 
 

Oslo Science City
Christine Wergeland Sørbye
Chief Executive Officer
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What the feasibility 
study may create

The ambition of Oslo Science City is to become a world-leading innovation district that contri-
butes to increased value creation, sustainable development, innovation and a large number 
of new knowledge-intensive jobs. It will be a dynamic urban district where it is inspiring to 

learn, exciting to work and good to live. 

To respond to this ambition in the best possible way, we have put together an interdisciplinary and 
international team with expertise and experience from similar projects in other countries. A-LAB, 
BIG, COMTE BUREAU, CIVITAS and MENON ECONOMICS have expertise on large and complex 
urban development projects, co-creation processes, complex regulation, sustainability, mobility 
challenges and the knowledge economy. We have worked closely in co-creation processes with 
world-leading researchers, start-up communities, neighbours, business and industry, students 
and various other actors. We have also studied other world-leading innovation districts and gained 
insight in how they succeeded, especially in the early stages. 

It is a formidable challenge to develope a world-leading innovation district. The feasibility study 
itself has been produced in an early phase of the development of the innovation district. Here, we 
present opportunities that transform the ambition into concrete solutions. 

Our conclusion is that everything is laid out for Oslo Science City to become a world-leading 
innovation district if the relevant actors and the authorities commit to this. We describe which 
measures and prioritizations need to be in place to strengthen both knowledge and industry 
development in the area. We also show what is needed to create vibrant urban life. This feasibility 
study presents a proposal for key action points. The study looks more closely at mobility solutions 
and degrees of utilization. It contains concrete measures that can be realized relatively quickly. 
The study also provides suggestions for the prioritization of sub-areas, topics and development 
projects that ought to be followed up in more detail. 

Leo A. Grünfeld
Menon Economics

Geir Haaversen
A-lab 

 Bjarke Ingels
BIG

Joana Sá Lima
Comte Bureau

Olav Fosli
 CIVITAS
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WELCOME TO  

Oslo Science City is a powerful initiative to 
increase the ability to innovate in Norway, 
strengthen the capacity to restructure, 
support long-term value creation and 
contribute to establishing thousands of new 
sustainable jobs. We in Team A-lab have now 
conducted a feasibility study which confirms 
that Oslo Science City can be developed into 
an internationally leading innovation district.
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MEETING PLACES 
AND MULTIFUNCTIONALITY

Outstanding researchers represent the core of a 
dynamic innovation district. This is the departure 
point for innovation and entrepreneur-ship, evolving 
into new products, services, business models and 
solutions. Incubators contribute to commerciali-
zation and the establishment of new enterprises. 
Larger companies and competent capital stimulate 
scaling of companies and internationalization. All 
stages of this process can be strengthened by a 
well-designed system of public policy instruments. 
It is the interaction between these actors which 
is often referred to as an innovation system. The 
strength of the innovation system is dependent 
on critical mass within these components and the 
interaction between them.

To facilitate interaction, it is important to create good 
meeting places where thoughts, ideas and concepts 
are presented, discussed, criticized and developed 
further. It is in these meeting places that people most 
easily learn from each other, connect with each other 
and find ways to share resources with each other. In 
a dynamic innovation district, you find multifuncti-
onal buildings, where different actors work in the 
same place. You find multifunctional areas where 
knowledge development and start-up communities 
are represented together with business and urban 
functions. Here, there is room for a wide variety of 
different types of meeting places, everything from 
technology-intensive laboratories to open mingle 
halls, from digital conference solutions to small group 
rooms, from exclusive restaurants to cafeterias.

Norway’s first innovation district has many of 
the features that are needed to develop a 
dynamic innovation ecosystem: a highly ran-

ked university as an anchor institution, the largest 
hospital in the Nordic countries, research institutes 
with world-leading expertise, internationally leading 
enterprises, committed students, dynamic start-up 
communities and access to competent capital. A 
number of large projects in Oslo Science City are 
already being developed. Others are in the planning 
stages.

Today, the district needs more established busi-
nesses, a vibrant urban environment and mobility 
solutions linking the parts of the district together. 
These challenges must be addressed in order to 
realize the great potential that has been identified. 
Furthermore, effective collaborations between the 
actors in the area need to be developed further, and 
new mechanisms for cooperation with actors in the 
public and the private sector regionally, nationally 
and internationally must be established. It is a clear 
strength that the City of Oslo has adopted an offen-
sive strategy to stimulate such a development.

To obtain a leading international position, you have 
to stand on the shoulders of outstanding knowledge. 
Four thematic areas have been identified where 
the actors in Oslo Science City have world-leading 
knowledge: Health and life sciences, Climate, energy 
and environment, Digitalization and computational 
science, and Democracy and inclusion. These thema-
tic gravitational fields will provide Oslo Science City 
with a distinct identity and profile. These are areas 
where Norway and Oslo Science City can participate 
in developing solutions with global relevance.

OPEN, VIBRANT AND 
INCLUSIVE

Oslo Science City will be a vibrant district that is 
designed for people of all ages, from all walks of 
life, cultures and professions to meet. Technology 
and architecture will make spaces, buildings and 
attractions inviting and available to as many people 
as possible. The mobility solutions will connect 
the various neighbourhoods of the innovation 
district. It will offer a large number of modern and 
energy-efficient housing units for people in different 
phases of their life. Service functions and shops 
and an urban and safe residential environment will 
activate the street level and promote well-being. 
The areas will be characterized by a well-developed 
social infrastructure with schools, kindergartens 
and residential centres. Oslo Science City will be a 
district that is vibrant and open, well beyond working 
hours. Multifunctional buildings and well-designed 
urban spaces will help people in the area to connect, 
share and create. Cultural events, debates, seminars, 
events, lectures and general mingling will provide 
this district with a unique character in a Norwegian 
and Nordic context. Openness is also an important 
characteristic of innovative work. It should be easy 
for industry players to get access to laboratories, 
test facilities and arenas for knowledge interaction. 
This way innovation is promoted, increasing value 
creation and the number of new sustainable jobs.

WORLD’S GREENEST 
INNOVATION DISTRICT

Oslo Science City aspires to be a good example of 
how a holistic approach to planning for an urban 
district can provide major environmental benefits. 
Efficient land use and densification go hand in hand 
with a rise in the amount of biomass in the area. 
Environmentally friendly buildings, climate adap-
tation using nature-based solutions, extensive tree 
planting, emission-free mobility, energy efficiency 
and circular principles will characterize Oslo Sci-
ence City. A green and densely vegetated corridor 
provides people in the centre of Oslo with direct 
access to Marka, the forested and hilly nature areas 
surrounding the city. It will service the population  
in summer and winter, on foot, by bicycle or on 
skis. The green corridors bring people close up to 
buildings, restaurants and cultural activities at street 
level in Oslo Science City.



An innovation district 
for all of Norway

OOslo Science City is an initiative of national 
importance. Norway’s first innovation district 
will contribute to increased value creation and 

new jobs in the whole country, through a network-ba-
sed collaboration with researchers, the business 
community and the public sector throughout all of 
Norway. It is possible to realize great benefits through 
better knowledge sharing and cooperation on innova-
tion. Oslo Science City will contribute to precisely that.

UNITING AND PUTTING A SPOTLIGHT ON 
NORWEGIAN EXPERT COMMUNITIES

The University of Oslo, with its world-leading rese-
arch environments within a wide range of disciplines, 
has a large potential for more innovation-based 
interaction with the businesses and the public 
sector. Increased collaboration with Oslo University 
Hospital, SINTEF, NGI and other strong research 
institutes in the area will propel such a development. 
A strengthened national commitment to promoting 
innovation can take the shape of a three-way colla-
boration between enterprises located throughout 
the country, regional knowledge institutions and 
Oslo Science City. This type of collaboration may help 
to consolidate and highlight the knowledge we have 
in Norway in important areas that receive significant 
international attention. Norwegian knowledge insti-
tutions and companies will become more visible to 
research communities abroad, international partners, 
customers and investors. This will also allow Norway 
to strengthen its position in the ever tougher compe-
tition for research programs and innovation-oriented 
funding instruments offered by the EU.

This three-way cooperation can be developed 
through strategic alliances and exchange schemes 
for specialists and researchers. The establishment 
of satellites may boost knowledge sharing and 
generation of ideas through interaction between 
regional actors and enterprises throughout the 
whole of Norway’s long coastline and inland. This can 
be realized through common innovation workshops, 
joint use of laboratories and testing infrastructure and 
allowing access to coworking spaces. Use of digital 
communication such as VR, 3D rooms and holography 
will tie knowledge-Norway more closely together.

This Feasibility Study depicts a large oppor-
tunity space for Oslo Science City. It is 
based on a holistic and well-thought-out 

development of this key urban area in Oslo. The 
study outlines an innovation district that will develop 
a clear profile and a strong international position. 

There are four reasons why a holistic and ambitious 
concept for the development of Oslo Science City 
is recommended:

01. As a knowledge capital, it is important that 
Oslo provides space for both established and new 
knowledge-intensive businesses, located as close 
as possible to the strong knowledge communities. 
This way, you reach a higher activity level in the area. 
You need to reach critical mass in terms of the size 
of research communities, the strength of industry 
clusters, the size of entrepreneurial ecosystems, 
and features such as cultural activities, restaurants 
and different types of housing. The municipality 
should therefore facilitate a greater concentration 
of knowledge-intensive businesses within the 
innovation district, partly through a high degree of 
space utilization. The municipal plan for land use 
(a part of the municipal master plan) and detailed 
zoning plans are key measures in achieving critical 
mass. It is required that the whole is seen from a 
holistic perspective.

02. The concept is based on creating more urban 
life in a district that is presently characterized by 
single purpose buildings without sufficient activity 
after working hours. To create urban life, we must 
urbanize and transform the area. Streets, squares 

and courtyards are to be established. The area has 
to be densified. Street levels need to be opened 
up and devoted to retail, meeting places and social 
and cultural activities. A holistic approach allows for 
just that. The development of multifunctional areas 
and buildings requires clear strategies and holistic 
measures.

03.  In the area, a considerable number of new major 
projects are already being implemented or are in the 
planning stages. They add significant resources to 
the district, in terms of knowledge, areas for housing 
and commercial activities, and research infrastru-
cture. Through a holistic approach, the feasibility 
study considers these projects in a larger context. 
This way, the individual elements reinforce each 
other and contribute to reaching the ambition for 
the innovation district. 

04. The concept is based on the City of Oslo’s cam-
pus strategy. It states that to realize the ambitions for 
Oslo Science City, comprehensive urban planning 
measures are required. These include solutions for 
mobility, multifunctionality, land use, urban life and 
sustainability. To ensure that the innovation district 
meets future requirements for such solutions, a 
new and holistic way of thinking is needed. A good 
example is the green corridor from Frognerparken 
to Marka, the large nature areas surrounding the 
city. The corridor is a pivotal move for an attractive 
development of the area. It requires planning where 
all neighbourhoods from Majorstuen in the south 
to Gaustadbekkdalen in the north are considered 
in context.
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A holistic and 
ambitious concept
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The innovation district will contribute to 
the green transformation of Norway away 
from the dependence on oil. As society 

transitions to renewable energy, there will be 
large demographic changes and a strong need 
for digital competence.  

LARGE REDUCTION IN OIL AND GAS

We know that revenues from the oil and gas sector 
will fall sharply in future. According to the latest 
yearly report to the Norwegian parliament on the 
long-term perspectives for the Norwegian economy, 
60 % of revenues from this sector will disappear by 
2045. This will require a major restructuring of the 
economy, not least for the knowledge-intensive jobs 
that are land-based. A large labour force in the oil 
sector is gradually freed and may move into other 
industries and parts of society. Knowledge commu-
nities will play a key role in this work of restructuring, 
in close collaboration with the business community.

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
TAKES OVER

Fossil fules production will be substituted by rene-
wable energy. The IEA estimates that the production 
of renewable energy will triple by 2040 in Europe. In 
Norway, demand for renewable energy will grow by 
much less (i.e., barely 20%, according to NVE). This is 
due to increased energy efficiency and the fact that 
we already have a high share of renewable energy. In 
the period up to 2050, the energy market in Norway 
will be characterized by efforts to find new ways of 
saving energy, distributing power and converting 
power demand from fossil to renewable, not least 
in the transport industry. Here, technology commu-
nities, consultants and advisors will play a vital role. 
They will innovate and search for new technological 
solutions. Digital competence becomes a key factor 
is this process of renewal. 

HEALTH WILL BE A KEY ISSUE

The demand for healthcare services will increase 
significantly, here in Norway as well as globally. We 
are getting older and richer, raising the demand for 
good and varied health services. The percentage 
of the population in Norway that is over 75 years of 
age will grow from 8% today to 14% in 2045 (75% 
increase). This requires far more health workers and 
more efficient services. Over the last 25 years, the 
number of health workers in the country has grown 
by 200,000. There is good reason to expect that 
there will be a need for a further 300,000 employees 
in the sector over the next two decades. This growth 
will gain further momentum as the health industry in 
Norway invests more in development of products and 
services, servicing global export markets. Today, the 
health industry has a turnover of over NOK 60 billion. 
In the future, this industry will have strong links to 
digital services, the production of sensors and 
development of control systems. In Norway, much 
of this expertise is located in universities, hospitals 
and research institutes.

A BOOM IN THE NEED FOR 
DIGITAL COMPETENCE

The demand for digital competence will will increase 
massively. Economists Osborn and Frey show that 
by 2050 we will experience that 1 in 3 types of jobs 
will disappear due to automation and digitalization. 
Norway is already one of the world’s most digital 
economies, but we will still see a strong increase in 
the need for digital competence. Our society will be 
shaped by the integration of digital solutions and 
services. It will form all parts of the economy. Our 
everyday life will be shaped by digitalization to a 
much larger extent than most can imagine. It will be 
challenging for many but provides great opportuni-
ties for the country as whole.

LARGER SHARE WITH HIGHER EDUCATION

For those over 25 years of age, the proportion that 
holds a master’s degree increased from 4% in 1989 
to 13% in 2019. Following this trend, more than 20% 
of adults in Norway will have a master’s degree in 
2045. In Oslo, the proportion may reach 30%. The 
need for lifelong learning will also increase strongly. 
Overall, this creates a rich opportunity space for 
knowledge-based innovation and business develop-
ment in Oslo, much like what can be observed in the 
most knowledge-intensive regions of the United 
States. Such a path requires that additional resour-
ces are devoted to our knowledge institutions, 
raising their capacity to work closely together with 
the business community and the public sector.

SOCIAL INEQUALITY WILL MARK SOCIETY

Social inequality will become a growing problem. 
While digital solutions tend to favour the winners 
in the business world, digitalization also provides 
opportunities for a large pool of  new innovative 
commercial solutions that may help to us deal with 
important societal challenges. 

Oslo, Norway and 
the world in the 
coming decades

In the feasibility study, we present 
a future vision of Oslo Science City. The 
innovation district will be a product of 
its own time, but what will Norway and 
the Norwegian economy actually look 
like several decades ahead? What will 
be the structure of the economy, and 
what role will the capital play? What is 
the role of our knowledge institutions 
– as sources of growth and social 
development?
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Social inequality affects people’s health. The 
long-term trend shows that social status explains 
an ever-increasing share of differences in health 
status. Growing inequality and the experience 
of social exclusion can also weaken confidence 
in democracy. There is a considerable need for 
insight and innovative solutions to manage and fight 
inequality and exclusion. New insights in the social 
sciences therefore become just as important as 
technological insight if we are to understand and 
deal with the major societal challenges.

URBANIZATION AND PROXIMITY TO NATURE

The Oslo region will grow significantly over 
the coming decades. According to Statistics  
Norway, the region will grow by 22% by 2045, and  
1.6 million inhabitants will live here. The main dri-
vers for this strong growth are urbanization and 
the search for geographical proximity. Also, ties to 
other parts of the country are becoming far stronger 
through closer professional collaboration enabled 
by digital solutions. A growing proportion of those 
who work in Oslo Science City will be able to live 
outside the city. More people may use their holiday 
cottages, both as dwelling and as workplace. This 
improves access to qualified labour. With a rapidly 
growing population, the Oslo region also faces 
challenges, not least with regards to capacity in 
municipal health and care services. In the future, 
Oslo Science City can become a fully integrated 
test arena for new municipal solutions in close 
cooperation with technology suppliers.

2020

2045

Construction and retail trade
15%
15%

Life Science 
16%
12%

Oil and gas
3%
12%

ICT – digital services
14%
8%

Manufacturing
6%
8%

Energy and knowledge-based services
11%
7%

Culture, recreation and tourism
8%
5%

Seafood
3%
1%

Why do we need an 
innovation district?

Several countries with strong knowledge communities 
are now following the same active and conscious stra-
tegy to strengthen innovation capability and attract 

knowledge-intensive business and industry.  They develop 
compact geographical districts where they facilitate the 
location of large and small enterprises, entrepreneurial 
ecosystems and investor milieus, collaborating closely 
with universities, hospitals and strong research institutes. 
These districts are characterized by short distances, many 
common meeting places, and easy access to the knowledge 
and the funding that is needed. Also, the districts provide a 
large selection of potential knowledge-intensive jobs. 

These places are named “innovation districts”. Firms and 
institutions located there create new solutions, technolo-
gies and services at a much higher rate than elsewhere. They 
become engines for economic and social development, 
both nationally and internationally. The list of such districts 
is beginning to get long. Our overview in this chapter is just 
a small selection.

2020

2045

Bygg, anlegg og varehandel
15%
15%

Helse og omsorg
16%
12%

Olje og gass
3%
12%

IKT-digitale tjenester
14%
8%

Industri
6%
8%

Energi- og kunnskapstjenester
11%
7%

Kultur, fritid, reiseliv
8%
5%

Sjømat
3%
1%



1
Business park 
(community)

2
Innovation center 

(building)

3
Industrial /

innovation park

4
Innovation 

district
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These are the three forces that contribute 
to cities growing rapidly, to industry clusters 
arising, and not least to innovation districts 
creating added value for society. 

SHORT DISTANCES INCREASE LEARNING

What makes these districts innovative? Research 
points to some clear drivers. First: Shorter distan-
ces between actors help increase the exchange of 
knowledge. Studies of patenting among enterprises
and researchers, for instance, show that the shor-
ter the geographical distance to those who have 
developed other related patents and studies, the 
more frequently these are cited. If you reduce the 
physical distance between patentors by 10 percent, 
the probability that they cite each other increases 
by 4 percent. In other words, distance has a strong 
impact on learning.

MATCHING AND SHARING

Secondly, empirical research shows that workers 
and employers are more easily matched when they 
are located close to each other (Petrongolo and 
Pissaridis 2001).

Thirdly, empirical analyses show that when many 
organizations are gathered in one place, costs for 
access to shared infrastructure (such as transport 
solutions, meeting places and learning arenas) 
drops. Duranton and Puga (2004) show that when 
sharing, matching and learning get to work together, 
increased productivity and innovation are created 
through co-location.

FROM BUSINESS PARK TO INNOVATION DISTRICT

Co-location may happen on many levels in the 
economy. You have the small business parks offe-
ring advanced office spaces. One level up you find 
innovation buildings that have been designed for 
innovative companies with a need for equipment, 
specialized premises and interaction with suppliers 
and customers in the same building. Moreover, in 
industrial parks and innovation centres, a larger 
number of businesses are co-located in the same 
area and benefit from the three features we have 
pointed out above. Good examples are Mo Industrial 
Park in Mo i Rana, Herøya Industrial Park in Gren-
land, Oslo Cancer Cluster at Radiumhospitalet, the 
innovation centre at Kjeller and Oslo Science Park 
in Oslo.

Innovation districts are larger geographic urban 
areas that are developed multifunctionally. They 
contain a larger critical mass of knowledge and 
business actors. They connect people and actors 
both physically, socially and digitally. An innovation 
district is far more than just the co-location of 
different functions. Knowledge institutions and the 
business community are woven together with the 
city’s infrastructure and services, public agencies 
and residential areas, in a way that stimulates the 
innovation ecosystem and enables growth and 
development. The district becomes an integrated 

Learning Matching SharingLearning Matching SharingLearning Matching Sharing

a strong presence in the district for the innovation 
ecosystem to function optimally: 

Universities and research institutes, established 
companies, founders and entrepreneurs, authori-
ties, and competent capital. When these five types 
of actors meet and interact effectively, a so-called 
”helix” occurs – a positive interaction which incre-
ases innovativeness and lays the foundation for 
new products, services and solutions for societal 
challenges. Strong innovation districts also become 
engines for innovation and societal development in 
the rest of the country. Close ties to the business 
community and knowledge environments in other 
parts of the country and beyond national borders 
are developed. This way, the innovation district 
becomes a connecting link between knowledge 
resources elsewhere.

part of the city, ensuring short distances and 
attractive meeting places where all stakeholder 
groups can benefit from common resources through 
learning, matching and sharing. Researchers Katz 
and Wagner (2014) document how such innovation 
districts in the United States amplify the ability to 
innovate and create a basis for high growth. Among 
other places, they point to Kendall Square in Cam-
bridge (Boston), which has close ties to MIT, and 
University City of Philadelphia where UPenn is the 
district’s anchor institution.

THE PENTAHELIX-MODEL

There exists no ready-made recipe for the deve- 
lopment of successful innovation districts. It is 
important to take local factors into account. But 
that being said, it is clear that some basic elements 
need to be in place. Five types of actors should have 
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DOCUMENTED SUCCESS FACTORS

On behalf of the EU, Rissola and Haberleithner 
(2020) have recently summarized the experiences 
from five different innovation districts in Europe 
and the United States. There are some clear 
commonalities that they believe support 
the successful establishment of such districts:

 • The establishment of the district must be 
clearly anchored in local, regional and national 
goals and strategies. Without this, it quickly 
becomes difficult to pull in the same direction.

 •
 • An innovation district does not become a 

success without easy access to talent. There-
fore, the district’s innovation activity should be 
founded on strong expert communities, both 
in knowledge institutions and in companies. 
Access to good students as candidates 
for both research, entrepreneurship and 
established businesses is absolutely crucial.

 •
 • Access to common infrastructure is decisive 

for a well-functioning interaction between the 
five types of actors. Attractive meeting places, 
open testing facilities and laboratories, good 
conference premises and areas for mixing 
and mingling are important instruments for 
the ecosystem to function. The innovation 
district must direct most of its focus towards 
the international arenas. The smaller the 
country, the more important this is. Hence, it 
is important to establish attractive conditions 
for visits and for the establishment of foreign 
companies and international researchers.

 •
 • There should be one main actor taking a clear 

and coordinating role in the development of 
the district. A successful innovation district 
depends on well-organized interaction 
between the players in the area over time.

THE CITY OF OSLO’S CAMPUS STRATEGY 
 
Oslo Science City represents a key initiative 
in the City of Oslo’s campus strategy and will 
strengthen the position of Oslo as an internati-
onally attractive knowledge capital and a more 
business-friendly city. Improved interaction bet-
ween urban development, education, research, 
the business community and the public sector 
will yield higher value creation, more jobs, incre-
ased innovation and a successful transition to 
a zero-emission society. The establishment of 
innovation districts lays at the heart of this stra-
tegy. To realize the strategy, the City of Oslo will:

 • Facilitate land use that makes it possible 
to locate business activities and other 
important functions close to the knowledge 
communities of Oslo  

 • Help to support the organization of the 
collaboration in the innovation district

 • Contribute to a holistic development of the 
innovation district based on a unified and 
mutually agreed action plan across sectors 
and enterprises

 • Utilize the innovation district as an innovative 
urban area and testing arena for new solutions 
and new industries

In future, the City of Oslo aspires to see urban 
development and business and industry policy as 
interrelated issues, to a larger degree than what has 
traditionally been the case in Oslo. The development 
of knowledge institutions and the business sector 
should now be included as a natural and integral 

part of urban development. By this, it contributes to 
greater mixing of functions, urban life and activity. 
The municipality helps to realize the ambitions for 
Oslo as a knowledge capital, by supporting desired 
urban development and a high degree of space 
utilization in selected areas. 

This will be reflected in the land use part of the 
municipal master plan, where priority is given 
to knowledge-intensive business and research 
and development activities inside the innovation 
districts.
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SELECTED INNOVATION 
DISTRICTS WITH A LOT TO SHOW: 

 • Kendall Square, MIT, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, USA

 • University City, Philadelphia, USA

 • 22@Barcelona, Spain

 • Copenhagen Science City, Denmark

 • Stockholm Science City (Hagastaden), 

Sweden

 • Espoo Innovation Ecosystem, Finland

 • High Tech Campus Eindhoven, 

Netherlands

 • Industry City Innovation District, New 

York, USA

 • Werksviertel, Munich, Germany

 • King’s Cross Knowledge Quarter, 

London, UK

 • San Diego Idea District, California, USA

 • Sydney Central Park, Australia

 • Santa Clara, San Jose, California, USA

 • MiND Milan, Italy

 • Be’er Sheva Innovation District, Israel

 • Melbourne Innovation District, 

Australia

 • Advanced Manufacturing Innovation

 • District, Scotland

 • Innovation Quarter North Carolina, USA

 • South Lake Union (Seattle)

 • White City Campus (London)

 • Liverpool Knowledge Quarter

 • Oxford Road Corridor (Manchester)

 • Vidensby (Lyngby-Taarbæk)
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Oslo Science City has already moved 
far in the direction of developing an 
innovation district. Oslo Science City 
is thoroughly anchored to the City 
of Oslo’s campus strategy which is 
unanimously adopted by the city 
council. The membership association 
Oslo Science City, representing all 
the key players in the area, is now 
well established and will ensure that 
ambitions for the area are realized.

Already   
 on track OSLO 

SCIENCE 
CITY

The development of Oslo Science City as an 
innovation district is already well underway. 
The City of Oslo’s campus strategy offers 

a clear strategic framework from the perspective 
of local authorities. A significant number of major 
development projects are now being implemented 
or are in the planning stages. These projects will, 
both individually and collectively, make important 
contributions to realizing the objectives for Oslo 
Science City and provide a concrete platform for 
further development work.

Oslo Science City is situated in one of  the country’s 
best locations for innovation. With its proximity to 
some of the strongest universities and research 
institutes, walking distance from Oslo city center, 
and a direct connection to 430 km2 of nature areas 
in Nordmarka, the district is attractive for almost 
everyone who is interested in innovation, science, 
the environment and business development. The 
area is large enough to house Europe’s largest 
innovation district. It contains land areas that can 
be developed with both urban and green qualities.

Oslo Science City as a project and as an innovation 
district is in fact already developing rapidly:

1. The member association Oslo Science City has 
been established, with close and formalized colla-
boration between the largest knowledge and real 
estate players in the area, the municipality and the 
start-up ecosystems. Here, the actors pull in the 
same direction and coordinate important initiatives.

2. Construction and development projects pro-
vide a solid foundation for the future development 
of Oslo Science City. The feasibility study builds 
on these projects and includes them in a holistic 
development of the area.

3. Several of the actors in the innovation district, 
including the University of Oslo, are establishing or 
have established their own master plans for their 
properties. Plans are linked to the overall strategy 
for Oslo Science City.

4. During the last year, students, researchers, 
business representatives, the municipality, interest 
groups and the voluntary sector have taken part in 
the workshops and conferences on the Feasibility 
Study, providing vital input. In total, 500 participants 
have discussed needs, solutions and opportunities 
for Oslo Science City in the future.

5. Oslo Science City has highlighted four ”gravita-
tional fields” where the existing knowledge base 
already has obtained, or realistically can develop, 
internationally leading positions in the future. 
These gravitational knowledge fields form the very 
foundation of Oslo Science City. They will form the 
innovation district’s profile and identity, nationally 
as well as internationally.
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Running projects 
and important plans

Here we present a list of projects that are either 
up and running or have progressed far into the 
planning stages. The ground has been cleared 

for investment projects amounting to approximately 
NOK 15 billion. 200,000 m2 are made available for 
knowledge actors in these areas. Investment plans 
amount to NOK 35 billion, totalling 400,000 m2 of spe-
cialized knowledge buildings for Oslo Science City, as 
well as residential and commercial areas. At the time of 
writing, the list of planned and ongoing development 
projects in Oslo Science consists of 14 initiatives.

UIO AND OUS: LIFE SCIENCE BUILDING
When completed, the Life Science Building will be 
Norway’s largest (100,000 m2) and most modern 
building for interdisciplinary research and teaching. 
The building will house large parts of the academic 
communities for life science at the University of Oslo 
(UiO) and the Division of Laboratory Medicine (KLM) 
at Oslo University Hospital (OUS). The building will 
be designed for extensive cooperation with external 
actors and cooperation partners. Expected completion 
by the end of 2026.

NGI: CAMPUS ULLEVÅL
NGI plans to build a new research and business campus 
(30,000 m2) on its current property. The building will 
be a model for environmentally friendly technical 
solutions and constitute the northeastern entrance to 
Oslo Science City. Expected completion in 2025. The 
Norwegian Geotechnical Institute (NGI), the Norwegian 
Institute for Energy Technology (IFE), the Norwegian 
Institute for Water Research (NIVA) and the Norwegian 
Institute for Air Research (NILU) have entered into a 
strategic cooperation on research and innovation. 
The four institutes plan to be physically present on the 
new Campus Ullevål and are collaborating to establish 
this as a campus and a powerhouse for research and 
innovation within climate, energy and the environment.

OSLO UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL: RIKSHOSPITALET
This project is planned with a large (140,000 m2), 
new and future-oriented stock of buildings for Oslo 
University Hospital. It will unite regional and national 
functions, and at the same time serve as a local hospital 
for 200,000 inhabitants of Oslo. The development will 
house highly specialized functions within patient care, 
research and education. Expected completion in 2030.

NEW BUILDINGS AT RADIUMHOSPITALET
Oslo University Hospital will develop Nye Radiumhospi-
talet further as a specialized cancer hospital with a new 
clinic building and a proton treatment unit. Expected 
completion in 2023.

SINTEF
SINTEF plans to expand its existing offices and labo-
ratories in Gaustadbekkdalen with 21,300 m2. A new 
building of 11,000 m2 is planned at MiNaLab (micro- 
and nanotechnology).

OSLO SCIENCE PARK
Oslo Science Park will be expanded so it can house 
more start-ups and high growth companies for a longer 
period of time. The expansion of 22,000 m2 will take 
place through several stages and bring Oslo Science 
Park to a total size of 78,000 m2. The first major mile-
stone is a new 12-storey building above the entrance 
square with expected completion in 2024. 

NEW CLINIC BUILDING FOR ODONTOLOGY
The University of Oslo is planning a new clinic build-
ing for dentistry/odontology on the site of today’s 
Nemko-building. Four clinics and the Dental Health 
Service’s Competence Center East will be located 
here. The project is awaiting approval for start-up of a 
preliminary stage.

OSLO CANCER CLUSTER
Oslo Cancer Cluster is planning to expand the existing 
innovation park with 7000 m2. In addition, Oslo Cancer 
Cluster is in discussions with neighbouring landowners 
about a further expansion of 40,000-50,000 m2. The 
expansion is expected to be completed in 2023.

NEDRE BLINDERN
More than 20,000 m2 will be freed up in the Nedre 
Blindern area when institutes for pharmacy and che-
mistry move into the new Life Science Building in 2024. 
There are also some opportunities for densification on 
Campus Blindern to meet future space needs of the 
University of Oslo. 

FERD: MARIENLYST-PROJECT
The former site of the Norwegian Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (NRK) of 85 acres at Marienlyst will be developed 
into a new and inclusive area with 1200 new homes, 
jobs, sports and culture. Ferd plans to create meeting 
arenas between students, sports, children, young 
people, culture and the innovation ecosystems in the 
surrounding area. Marienlyst will be a cooperation 
partner for Oslo Science City, but the area will be 
developed on its own terms, with its own vision and 
objectives. Marienlyst will also be an area for recreation 
and socializing, and a variety of high quality homes and 
commercial premises will be developed. 

RUTER: TRANSFORMATION OF MAJORSTUEN 
METRO AND TRACK AREA
Norway’s third largest public transport hub will be 
upgraded, connected to the Fornebu rail line and 

placed underground. This will free 100,000 m2 for 
sustainable urban and commercial development. The 
area has been proposed as a “Gateway to Oslo Science 
City”.  Expected completion 2027.

NEW STUDENT HOUSING
The Foundation for Student Life (SiO) has built new 
student housing in Blindernveien. The world’s tallest 
solid wood building contains 290 units of new student 
housing. There is also a new cafe, a youth club and a 
student kindergarten with four units connected to the 
building. The first housing units were opened in May 
2021.

KNOWLEDGE STREET
Kunnskapsgaten Blindernveien UiO is working on a 
concept for the development of Blindernveien as a 
knowledge street. This type of development will enable 
the co-location of university functions and knowledge-
intensive businesses. The Knowledge Street will mirror 
the overall ambition of Oslo Science City and help 
create meeting places for knowledge sharing. Status: 
Feasibility study completed.

SOGNSVEIEN 80-90
The area around Blindern upper secondary school will 
be developed into a diverse neighbourhood, which 
may function as a showcase and a learning arena for 
future-oriented, sustainable urban development. The 
project will include a school, nursing home, sports 
facilities and a kindergarden, and provide opportuni-
ties for the development of residential housing and 
knowledge-based business and industry.

4.5. Pågående utviklingsprosjekter

Det er en rekke påbegynte eller planlagte utviklingsprosjekter i innovasjonsdistriktet Oslo Science City.
Se kart på side 54 for oversikt.

UiO: Livsvitenskapsbygget

UiOs nye livsvitenskapsbygg på 
67.000 m2 blir Norges største univer-
sitetsbygning og arbeids- og studiested for 
1000 ansatte og 1.600 studenter. 

Livsvitenskapsbygget skal huse kjemisk 
institutt og farmasøytisk institutt, samt et 
stort antall forskningsplasser, og bygger på 
grunnleggende ideer om tverrfaglighet og 
konvergens. Bygget til 6,7 milliarder kroner får 
en toppmoderne utstyrspark og skal bidra til 
å sikre Norge internasjonal konkurransekraft 
innen livsvitenskap.  

Status: Byggearbeid påbegynt, 
forventet ferdigstillelse ultimo 2024.

     NGI: Utvidelse Campus Ullevål

NGI er Norges ledende geotekniske fagmiljø 
og et internasjonalt senter for forskning og 
rådgivning innen ingeniørrelaterte geofag. NGI 
planlegger nå bygging av et nytt bygg på sin 
tomt langs Ring 3 og lage et Campus Ullevål på 
om lag 30 000 m2 som skal huse NGI og andre 
komplementære forskningsvirksomheter. NIVA 
er et av FoU-miljøene som skal inn her, i det 
som skal bli den nordøstlige inngangen til Oslo 
Science City. Fasilitetene i tilknytning til Ullevål 
Stadion vil bli en attraktiv ressurs for dette 
innovasjonsområdet.
 
Status: Planforslag er under behandling i Oslo 
kommune. Forventet ferdigstillelse i 2025.
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OUS: Nye Rikshospitalet

OUS Rikshospitalet er et ledende 
regionssykehus med høyspesialiserte 
funksjoner innen pasientbehandling, 
forskning og utdanning. Det ble i 2019 
vedtatt å bygge et komplett regionssykehus 
med lokalsykehusfunksjoner på Nye Rikshospi-
talet, Gaustad. Prosjektet er sammen med Nye 
Aker bevilget en låneramme på 29,1 milliarder 
kroner fra Stortinget.  

Status: Forventet ferdigstillelse i 2030. 
Forslag til reguleringsplan er nå på høring.
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SINTEF: Utvidelse

SINTEF er et av Europas største forsknings-
institutter og et ledende kunnskapsmiljø 
innen teknologi, naturvitenskap og samfunns-
vitenskap. 

SINTEF planlegger å utvide eksisterende 
kontorer og laboratorier i Gaustadbekkdalen 
med 21.300 m2. Det planlegges også et nytt 
bygg ved MiNaLab (mikro- og nanoteknologi) 
på 11.000 m2.

Status: Modernisering av Forskningsveien 1 
pågår og nybygg Forskningsveien 1B 
bearbeides innenfor eksisterende 
reguleringsplan.

Det odontologiske fakultet ved UiO har 
landets største fagmiljø for tannhelsefag. 
Fakultetet utdanner tannpleiere, tannleger, 
tannlege spesialister og forskere.

UiO planlegger sammen med 
Statsbygg et nytt klinikkbygg for 
odontologi på tomten til dagens 
NEMKO-bygg. Fire klinikker fra odontologi 
skal samlokaliseres med tanntekniker-
utdanningen og Tannhelsetjenestens 
kompetansesenter Øst. I tillegg kan det bli 
plass til noe næringsliv.  

Status: Prosjektet er i tidligfase og 
venter på godkjennelse av 
oppstart forprosjekt.

UiO: Nytt klinikkbygg for odontologi
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Forskningsparken i Oslo er et senter i Gaustad-
bekkdalen for verdiskapning og kommersi-
alisering, med rundt 300 bedrifter, forsknings-
grupper og institutter, i tillegg til inkubatorer 
som StartupLab, ShareLab og Aleap. 

Forskningsparken skal utvides med 22.000 m2 
til 78.000 m2/3500 personer.
 
Status: Byggetrinn 1 planlegges ferdigstilt 
ultimo 2021. Siste byggetrinn er en pågående 
reguleringssak i Oslo kommune. Forventet 
ferdigstillelse siste byggetrinn i 2035.
     

Forskningsparken i Oslo: Utvidelse

OUS Radiumhospitalet er et spesialisert kreft-
sykehus som i tillegg til pasientbehandling har 
en omfattende forskning- og innovasjons-
aktivitet på høyt internasjonalt nivå. 
Nye Radiumhospitalet skal videreutvikles som 
spesialisert kreftsykehus med et nytt klinikk-
bygg og en behandlingsenhet for proton.  

Status: Byggearbeid påbegynt, 
forventet ferdigstillelse i 2023.

     

OUS: Nytt klinikkbygg og protonsenter ved Radiumhospitalet50
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Oslo Cancer Cluster

Utvidelse av innovasjonsparken Oslo Cancer 
Cluster Innovasjonspark på 37 000 m2 skal  
utvides med et nytt byggetrinn på 7000 m2. I 
tillegg er Oslo Cancer Cluster i dialog med
andre tilgrensende tomteeiere om en 
ytterligere utvidelse på 40.000- 50.000 m2.

Status: Byggetrinn 1 forventet
ferdigstilt i 2023.

UiO: Blindernrokaden

Det frigjøres over 20.000 m2 på Nedre Blindern 
når fagmiljøer som farmasi og kjemi flytter til 
det nye Livsvitenskapsbygget i 2024. Det er i 
tillegg en rekke fortettingsmuligheter på 
Campus Blindern for å møte fremtidige areal-
behov knyttet til UiOs egen virksomhet, og øke
samarbeidet med eksterne aktører. Området 
har potensial for stor transformasjon og 
bedre påkobling til omkringliggende 
byområder.

Status: UiO utreder fremtidig bruk av arealene i 
pågående revisjon av UiOs campus-
utviklingsplan (Masterplan for UiOs eiendom-
mer) som skal styrebehandles i juni 2021.
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SiO: Nye studentboliger

Studentsamskipnaden SiO bygger 290 nye 
studentboliger i Blindernveien. Bygget blir 
verdens høyeste massivtre-bygg og har et 
stort fokus på bærekraft og miljø. Det bygges 
i tillegg en kafé og en studentbarnehage med 
fire avdelinger.  

Status: Byggearbeidet påbegynt, forventet 
ferdigstilt i 2021.

UiO arbeider med et konsept for utvikling av 
Blindernveien som en kunnskapsgate. En slik 
utvikling vil muliggjøre samlokalisering av 
universitetsfunksjoner og kunnskapsintensivt 
næringsliv. Kunnskapsgaten skal gjenspeile 
ambisjonen for Oslo Science City og bidra til 
å skape møteplasser for kunnskapsdeling og 
møteplasser. 

Status: Mulighetsstudie utført.

UiO: Kunnskapsgaten Blindernveien
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Ferd: Utvikling av NRK-tomten

Ferd har gått inn som langsiktig eier og 
utvikler av NRK-tomten på Marienlyst. 
Tomten er på 85 mål og skal omreguleres 
til å bli et nytt og inkluderende område 
med 1200 nye boliger, arbeidsplasser, 
opplevelser, idrett og kultur. Ferd plan-
legger å skape møteplasser mellom 
studenter, idrett, barn, unge, kultur og 
innovasjonsmiljøene i området rundt. Ferd 
skal bidra til å styrke kunnskapsaksen og 
skape rom for innovasjon, forskning og 
bærekraftig utvikling med utgangspunkt i 
kunnskapsmiljøene fra Forskningsparken 
og Blindern og ned mot Majorstuen.

Status: Planprogram ble vedtatt juni 2019 
og detaljregulering ble igangsatt i mai 
2020.
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Majorstuen stasjon er Norges tredje 
største kollektivknutepunkt. Sporområdet 
transformeres når dagens stasjon opp-
graderes og etableres under bakken, noe 
som frigjør 100.000 m2 for bærekraftig 
byutvikling. 33 prosent av området foreslås 
bebyggets, mens resten tilgjengeliggjøres 
for befolkningen i form av grøntområder, 
torg o.l. 

Transformasjonen av området kan gi rom 
for over 400 nye boliger, handel og service, 
skole, kulturaktiviteter, ca. 1300 kontor-
arbeidsplasser, to barnehager, park og 
offentlige byrom, samt en rekke andre 
funksjoner.

Status: Ruter har utarbeidet planforslag for 
utforming av området. Forventet ferdigstilt 
i 2030.

Ruter: Transformasjon av Majorstuen T-bane og sporområde
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Involve, engage 
and find 
opportunities

The process of this feasibility study has shown 
that there is strong interest and commitment 
among the people who will create, live, study 

and work in Oslo Science City. Through a broad- 
based participation process in 2020 and 2021, a 
total of 500 researchers and employees, neighbours, 
students, business representatives, entrepreneurs, 
growth companies, top executives and politicians 
have been involved in a series of workshops and 
interviews.

As many as 18 workshops and a long series of 
conversations have been conducted during this 
period. Life sciences, digitalization, democratic 
development, inclusion, climate, energy and sustai-
nability were subjects in the center of discussion. 
The workshops have also considered business 
development, urban development, investments 
and competence requirements. All participants 
have developed a more detailed understanding of 
what it will take for Oslo Science City to become a 
world-leading innovation district. 

How did the participants experience these work-
shops? Have they strengthened their idea of Oslo 
Science City as an engine for innovation and value 
creation in Norway in the time to come? We have 
presented them with three statements on the topic. 
A total of 95 participants have told us what they 
think:

Oslo Science 
City will increase 
the ability of Oslo 
and Norway to 
create value
in the coming 
decades.

Oslo Science City will increase the ability of Oslo and 
Norway to create value in the coming decades

By connecting knowledge, the business community and the 

public sector more closely, Oslo Science City will contribute 

to increased capacity to innovate 

Workshops have given me stronger insight and more 
motivation to help realize the ambitions for Oslo Science City

18% Strongly agree

45% Agree

27% Somewhat agree

5% Somewhat disagree

2% Disagree

2% Strongly disagree

24% Strongly disagree

54% Agree

18% Somewhat agree

3% Somewhat disagree

1% Disagree

1% Strongly disagree

23% Strongly agree

33% Agree

31% Somewhat agree

8% Somewhat disagree

4% Disagree

1% Strongly disagree



30OSLO SCIENCE CITY HOW TO FINANCE AN INNOVATION DISTRICT? 31

How to 
finance an 
innovation 
district?

Multifunctional buildings allow research and 
teaching to share premises and common 
functions with start-up communities, busi-

nesses, restaurants and other services. Such buil-
dings are an important part of a dynamic innovation 
district. The establishment of such multifunctional 
buildings opens up for alternative financing models. 
Today, we have many examples of multifunctional 
buildings in Norway. Among these are Oslo Science 
Park and Oslo Cancer Cluster, which are two key 
players in Oslo Science City.

Multifunctional buildings are attractive since 
knowledge-intensive companies want to be 
co-located with internationally leading research 
environments to be able to access outstanding 
research. Knowledge institutions, for their part, 
appreciate proximity to innovative businesses to 
share laboratories and other research infrastructure, 
and to get access to market insight and financial 
resources. The start-up ecosystems need access 
to both research results and market opportunities, 
searching for help with distribution and scaling.

Historically, the preferred funding model for build-
ings for research and educational purposes in Nor-
way is a grant over the government budget for single 
purpose buildings with a university or a research 

institute as owner. In multifunctional buildings, there 
will be many different players who potentially could 
take a role as developer and owner of the building. 
Both nationally and internationally, we see real estate 
investors that specialize in developing and owning 
buildings that are designed to host knowledge 
institutions. This way, a university or a research 
institute can limit its financial exposure by entering 
an ordinary time-limited lease agreement where the 
rental price will be correlated with the length of the 
lease.

Actors with particularly important expertise and 
who are willing to enter into long-term leases should 
expect particularly favorable lease terms, as they 
exert a strong attraction on others who will benefit 
from locating themselves in the same building. In this 
way, multifunctional buildings contribute to a faster 
realization of necessary research infrastructure and 
expansion of outstanding research communities, 
in accordance with the overall objectives for the 
national knowledge policy.

This feasibility study outlines solutions that imply a 
significant increase in land areas used for knowledge 
development. Many of these projects have already 
secured financing.

Experiences from other countries 
show that innovation districts are often 
established in a series of profitable 
construction and development projects 
which are connected through a larger 
and multifunctional concept. This way 
both public and private, national and local 
actors get to participate in new ways 
of financing the innovation district.
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Gravitational 
fields
A strong innovation district cannot be 
built from scratch. It must stand on the 
shoulders of strong and leading expert 
communities that already have a pre-
sence in the district. In the area from 
Majorstua to Gaustad, we currently 
find more than 10,000 researchers, 
teachers, entrepreneurs, business 
developers, business managers, 
investors and people working in public 
administration. They all have cutting-
edge expertise within their disciplines.
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From the broad and varied knowledge base in 
Oslo Science City, four strong thematic fields 
clearly stand out. They can all point to broad 

and internationally leading expertise related to rese-
arch and innovation. These are broad thematic fields 
that span a wide range of professional disciplines. 
We call them «gravitational fields of expertise».

•  Health and life sciences
•  Digitalization and computational sciences
•  Climate, energy and the environment
•  Democracy and inclusion

The four thematic gravitational fields demonstrate 
particular strengths in today’s Oslo Science City. 
Here, we find solid and well-established alliances. 
The fields also cover the thematic structure of the 
EU’s new framework program for research and are at 
the center of the national policy approach to solving 
major societal challenges locally, nationally and glo-
bally. The fields attract and collaborate with national 
and international institutions within civil society and 
the business sector, speeding up innovation and 
value creation.

Consequently, it is particularly relevant to build 
an innovation district around these fields. Notice 
though, that there is also world-leading expertise 
in the district that does not neatly fit into these 
wide thematic fields. Oslo Science City should be 
organized in a way that ensures that innovations 
within all disciplines are supported.

Health and 
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The need for health services is growing rapidly, 
due to increasing life expectancy, changes 
in the composition of the population and 

greater expectations with regards to access to new 
technology and treatments. The health industry is now 
experiencing the highest growth rate of all mainland 
industries in Norway (estimated at approx. 6.5% per 
year). The health industry is the industry with the 
largest share of entrepreneurs in Norway (Menon, 
2021) and currently exports for NOK 60 billion. It 
is a small industry in international comparison, but 
with a huge potential for increased exports. There is 
broad political agreement in Norway on promoting 
the further development of the health industry and on 
the importance of realizing the potential for increased 
value creation, exports and employment through the 
facilitation of the production of critically important 
medicines in Norway.

THE LARGEST GRAVITATIONAL FIELD 
OF EXPERTISE IN OSLO
Health and life sciences today represents the greatest 
thematic gravitational field in Oslo Science City, with 
the University of Oslo and Oslo University Hospital 
functioning as engines for research and innovation. 
With 1500 academic staff and 1300 PhD students, 
the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Oslo is a 
national knowledge hub with strong links to academic 

communities in the rest of the country and to leading 
environments in the rest of the world. The faculty is 
inextricably linked with Oslo University Hospital (OUS) 
with its 24,000 employees. Most of the research at the 
University of Oslo is performed at the hospital. Oslo 
University Hospital is the largest hospital in the Nordic 
region (with 1.2 million patient treatments per year) 
and world-leading expertise in a wide range of fields. 
The research communities in this district of the city 
are primarily located at Radiumhospitalet, Rikshospi-
talet and Ullevål hospital. From 2026, the Life Science 
Building will enable close integration of the laboratory 
environments of Oslo University Hospital and similar 
environments from UiO, and from 2031, the centre of 
gravity for research activities will be concentrated to an 
even larger extent around Nye Rikshospitalet. 

A holistic approach to urban planning and regulation 
will link the Life Science Building and Nye Rikshos-
pitalet in Gaustad together into an even stronger 
environment for translational research. Many of the 
commercial successes within life sciences originate 
from the proximity between basic research and the 
clinical environments. At present it is this axis between 
the university and the hospital that creates the greatest 
value and is most attractive for the major industrial 
players that need to find their place in Oslo Science City.

CLOSE LINKS TO OTHER FIELDS OF EXPERTISE AND 
THE INSTITUTE SECTOR
Close links have been established with other faculties 
at the University of Oslo and the research institutes 
in Oslo. SINTEF, the National Institute of Public Health 
(NIPH) and the Institute for Energy Technology (IFE) 
are of crucial importance in this interdisciplinary col-
laboration. Experts in computational science, physics, 
biology, technological subjects and informatics work 
closely with medical personnel on the development of 
new technologies, medicines and medical services. 
The research institutes contribute greatly to connec- 
ting the scientific communities to the outside world 
through applied research. SINTEF is a particularly 
important player within health innovation in Oslo as 
well as the rest of the country, with a special focus 
on new technology and diagnostics, and with close 
connections to the health industry.

SOME WORLD-LEADING FIELDS OF RESEARCH
The academic environments within the life sciences 
in Oslo Science City are numerous and cover a wide 
range of topics. We have picked out some of them 
here to illustrate the strengths, but many more can be 
mentioned. Within basic medical disciplines and clinical 
research, there is interdisciplinary cooperation and 
large opportunities for innovation and close interaction 
with the business community. This is where we see 
the densest flora of research centres with focus on 
innovation:

• Centres of Excellence (CanCell, NORMENT, HTH)
• Centres for Research-Driven Innovation 
 (BigInsight, Visual Intelligence, ProCardio and C3)
• Medical centres funded by Stiftelsen K.G. 
 Jebsen, where UiO and OUS have 10 of 22 
 centres nationally.

In addition, we find strong teams on within research 
methodology such as Oslo Centre for Biostatistics 
and Epidemiology (OCBE), Centre for Bioinformatics, 
dScience, the Norwegian Consortium for Sequencing 
and Personalized Medicine (norseq.org) and EU-Open-
screen / NorOpenScreen. The full list is much longer. It 
shows that there is extensive activity in the interface 
between the University of Oslo, Oslo University Hospital 
and other environments. Here we find for instance the 
development of ultrasound technologies, and research 
within biomechanics, robotics, machine learning (AI) 
and digital twins, contrast agents and nanotechnology 
with development of microsensors (synthetic cells).

Within precision medicine, Oslo Science City has 
through Oslo University Hospital developed a leading 
ecosystem for research and innovation. The hospital 
has taken a leading role in the Nordic region by heading 
the Nordic Alliance for Clinical Genomics. Oslo Univer-
sity Hospital is now also establishing a new national 
Centre for Advanced Cell Therapy that will provide cell 
therapy products for clinical trials. There will also be 
established a new national proton centre with its own 
preclinical research unit. The teams at Oslo University 
Hospital and the University of Oslo within radiophar-
maceuticals and photomedicine hold globally leading 
competence and display an impressive will to innovate. 
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From here you find entrepreneurial companies such 
as Algeta, Nordic Nanovector, OncoInvent, Photocure 
and PCI Biotech.

At the University of Oslo and Oslo University Hospital, 
there are also strong research units within vaccine 
research, infectious diseases and cancer. Here we also 
find strong research groups in the field of autoimmune 
diseases and other diseases of the immune system. In 
addition, there are strong environments in the field of 
antibiotic resistance (such as SCARABEE), and leading 
researchers within neuroscience (CINPLAN, Human 
Brain Project) and mental health (NORMENT).

THE HEALTH INDUSTRY IS A DRIVER 
OF INNOVATION 
The Norwegian health industry is growing fast, but it is 
small compared with the industry in our neighbouring 
countries. More than 80% of value added from the 
Norwegian health industry comes from companies 
located in Oslo and Viken. Many of them build on rese-
arch at the University of Oslo and from other actors 
in the area, such as Thermo Fisher, GE Healthcare 
(Nycomed), Bayer (Algeta) and Photocure. Globally, 
60% of all research in health and life sciences is car-
ried out by private companies. In innovation districts 
in other countries such as Stockholm Science City 
(Hagastaden) and the innovation district in Basel, the 
pharmaceutical companies have taken a leading role in 
the development of the district. For Oslo and Norway, 
the future potential is large with respect to cooperation 
with larger private actors.

BOOM IN THE NUMBER OF START-UPS
The number of new young companies within medtech, 
pharma and diagnostics in Oslo has almost exploded in 
recent years, and the link to the knowledge institutions 
is strong. Incubators such as Oslo Cancer Cluster, 
Aleap, Spark Norway and Startup Lab aim to provide 
a favourable environment for this type of enterprises. 
So do the Technology Transfer Offices  by SINTEF and 
Inven2, which have specifically targeted their activity 
towards health and life sciences. Companies like Vac-
cibody, Ultimovax, Nordic Nanovector and Epiguard all 
grew stronger under the umbrella of such incubators. 
They have all received extensive international attention.

ACTIVE ROLE TO PROMOTE INNOVATION 
The University of Oslo is now establishing the inno-
vation unit Life Science Growth House, which aims to 
promote a stronger culture of innovation, stimulate 
ideas and provide students and researchers with tools, 
incentives and knowledge to further develop their 
innovative ideas. The unit is meant to be an open door 
for those who want help to further develop their ideas 
in an ”incubator” before applying for a patent through 
the TTOs. Oslo University Hospital has also established 
a new clinic for technology and innovation, TIK. The 
cluster organizations Oslo Cancer Cluster, Norway 
Health Tech and the Life Science Cluster are helping 
to build networks and facilitate innovation projects. 
These are strong and broad-based networks.

A FAST-GROWING INVESTOR ENVIRONMENT 
Seed and venture investors are playing an increasingly 
important role in this region. The investment compa-
nies Hadean, Investinor, Founders Fund, Radforsk and 
Sarsia together with private players have invested large 
sums into start-up companies in Oslo Science City in 
recent years with particular emphasis on life sciences. 
SINTEF has succeeded in establishing a new early-stage 
fund with an investment capital of NOK 500 million. The 
European Investment Fund and a number of private 
Norwegian investors participate in the fund. 

Health2B is a new arena for public-private health col-
laboration in Oslo Science Park. Norway Health Tech, 
Oslo Science Park and Oslo University Hospital are 
developing a completely new concept for public-pri-
vate partnership, to develop and test new forms of 
operation and solutions. Health2B is based on open 
innovation where Oslo University Hospital and Norway 
Health Tech invite to dialogue with industry, academia, 
patients, caregivers and other health services for dis-
cussion and innovation of tomorrow’s health solutions.

MORE INNOVATION THROUGH NEW
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL BUILDINGS
The new Life Science Building with appr. 100,000 m2 of 
state-of-the-art premises as well as the development 
of SINTEF’s properties in Oslo Science City and the 
expansion of Oslo Cancer Cluster create the basis 
for one of the most successful areas for biomedical 
activity in the Nordic countries. One example is the 
introduction of more shared laboratories, such as 

Climate and environmental challenges cur-
rently receive major attention in research 
and society in general. The links between 

businesses, public administration and the research 
communities are becoming ever closer in working on 
these challenges. A number of the knowledge insti-
tutions in Oslo Science City are members of CIENS, 
one of Europe’s largest research communities within 
environment, climate and society, which has esta-
blished a cooperation agreement with Oslo Science 
City. Norway is an energy nation and a country with 
great natural wealth. This has created long traditions 
for research and innovation in strong interaction 
with producers, in storing and using clean energy. 
We now have an internationally leading position on 
studies of handling carbon emissions. Over the last 
20 years, we have seen the emergence of strong 
research institutes that focus on the international 
management of and adaptation to climate problems. 
Many of these expert communities are located in or 
close to Oslo Science City. Now we also see clear 
patterns of technology communities emerging in the 
district. Oslo also hosts one of Europe’s strongest 
communities within sustainable finance.

2200 RESEARCHERS GATHERED IN ONE DISTRICT
No less than 2200 researchers in the communities 
in Oslo Science City are working on topics related to 
climate, energy and environment. The University of 
Oslo, SINTEF, NGI and its strategic alliance partners IFE, 
NIVA and NILU, in addition to CICERO, the Norwegian 
Meteorological Institute and the Institute of Transport 
Economics are the largest of these communities. The 
actors in the field have established a close dialogue 
and collaboration with some of the strongest expert 
communities in Europe. The knowledge institutions 
in the area have established large interdisciplinary 
centres such as the FMEs (Centres for Environment-fri-
endly Energy Research) and the SFIs (Centres for 
Research-based Innovation) where both public and 
private actors collaborate. This involves collaboration 
between research institutions, advisors, consultants 
and urban developers. Today’s active collaboration 
with the City of Oslo shows how innovation and new 
technologies within climate and energy can be taken 
into use in the public sector.

STRONG RESEARCH COMMUNITIES ON CLIMATE 
AND CLIMATE ADAPTATION
A key field of knowledge is climate adaptation. It is all 
about understanding the consequences of climate 
change and taking the right actions, either to prevent 
or reduce damage or to exploit the opportunities the 
changes may entail. Oslo Science City possesses lea-
ding expertise and hosts strong professional commu-
nities in fields such as climate and climate scenarios, 
climate adaptation of buildings and infrastructure in 
a cold climate, flood and surface water management, 

today’s Sharelab in Oslo Science Park, offering space 
for companies in biology and life sciences. The Life 
Science Building can become a powerhouse that will 
draw international expertise and investments to Oslo. 
New extensions of areas for the Oslo Cancer Cluster 
will further strengthen the potential for a community 
that is often referred to as an international leader in the 
commercialization of cancer research with a special 
focus on immunotherapy. The close connection to 
Radforsk has made this success possible.

Climate, 
energy and 
environment
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landslides and avalanches, nature-based solutions, 
warning systems, socio-economic analyses and deci-
sion processes. There is a large potential for innovation 
and business development related to the design of 
requirements, methods and practical solutions within 
climate adaptation. Good examples of such innovati-
ons and related establishment of enterprises are Kjeller 
Vindteknikk and Storm Geo.

ENERGY STORAGE AS A FOCUS AREA FOR NORWAY
Industrial players in Norway have a clear ambition 
to take a leading role in the development of a green, 
European battery industry. Two important trends are 
driving this market. One is electrification, especially 
in the transport sector, the other is the increasing 
need for energy storage. Both mobile and stationary 
applications have value chains that span all the way 
from raw material to system integration. An important 
strength of Oslo Science City is precisely the ability 
to bring different actors together, which makes it 
possible to cover and cooperate along large parts of 
these value chains. SINTEF and the University of Oslo 
are two key suppliers of expertise in these fields. There 
are strong links both between those that work with 
Energy Systems and the expertise of the environments 
that belong to the gravitational field of Digitalization 
and computational science. Oslo Science City has the 
advantage of hosting internationally leading research 
communities within materials science and electroche-
mistry. In addition, there is good access to world-class 
research infrastructure (laboratories and research 
instruments), although there will be a considerable 
need for new investments and capacity increases in 
the time ahead.

LARGE NUMBER OF COLLABORATORS
IN CCS-PROJECTS
CCS (carbon capture and storage) is expected to be a 
key element in achieving climate neutrality around the 
middle of this century. In Oslo Science City there are a 
number of players with cutting-edge expertise within 
the area. This includes everything from education to 
research and innovation activities. These communities 
are studying capture technologies (materials, new 
concepts, system solutions, test facilities), transport 
of CO2 (materials, thermodynamics, safety) as well as 
storage or use of CO2 (geology, geotechnology, che-

mistry). SINTEF plays a key role in this work together 
with the University of Oslo, Fortum, the City of Oslo’s 
Waste-to-Energy Agency, Aker, Equinor, NGI and many 
more. The City of Oslo has set ambitious climate goals 
for itself. The Klemetsrud plant will in principle contri-
bute to the net removal of CO2 from the atmosphere 
and pave the way for similar projects both nationally 
and internationally. Within CCS, IFE possesses national 
research infrastructure as part of the ECCSEL collabo-
ration with NTNU and SINTEF.

LEADING COMPETENCE ON HYDROGEN 
AS AN ENERGY CARRIER
Hydrogen is an energy carrier and thus suitable for 
both transporting and storing energy. Green hydrogen 
is produced with renewable energy (and falls under 
the field of Energy systems), while blue hydrogen 
originates from natural gas, where CO2 is separated 
and stored (and belongs to the field of CCS). Both 
variants will play a key role in the energy solutions of 
the decades ahead, and Norwegian industrial players 
are already developing production facilities. Just as for 
batteries, SINTEF and the University of Oslo are two key 
players within research on hydrogen technology. Within 
hydrogen, SINTEF, IFE, NTNU and the University of Oslo 
constitute the strongest expert cluster in Norway and 
have entered into a partnership with the intention to 
apply for an FME in this field.

ENERGY SYSTEMS FOR THE FUTURE
An energy system consists of a collection of compo-
nents that produce, distribute and consume energy. 
Electrification of society, for example the car fleet, 
places new demands on the energy systems, and the 
supply of energy from new renewable sources, such as 
solar, wind and geothermal, changes energy systems 
in several ways. Access to data from sensors and other 
measuring devices determines the efficiency of the 
systems and therefore also the competitiveness of 
the solutions. Changes in the energy systems are of 
great importance for societal development. There 
will be a significant need for new expertise, and great 
potential for new jobs in the future. It is a prerequisite 
for innovation that the technology environments 
cooperate closely with the social sciences and the 
legal profession to understand the demands this 
places on technology and users.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
Circular economy is about utilizing natural resources 
and producing efficiently, in a circular flow where as 
few resources as possible go to waste. This topic 
is now high on the social agenda. The transition to 
circular economy is a prerequisite for achieving the 
UN’s sustainability goals. The knowledge enterprises 
in Oslo Science City have complementary expertise 
in circular economics and this topic is therefore well 
suited for further development across disciplines and 
knowledge environments. This may apply in particular 
to knowledge and expertise on processes, materials 
and environmental impact, which will be crucial to 
achieving a circular economy. Recycling and further 
utilization of waste and masses (building and constru-
ction, plastics), circulation of environmental toxins, 
risk assessments, sustainability assessments, design 
and repair of products, and attitude changes in the 
population are key areas of competence in the district. 
We also see that the legal and the financial professional 
environments base themselves on leading expertise 
within the circular economy. 

BIODIVERSITY: THE WORLD 
IS LOOKING TO NORWAY
More than half of the world’s GDP is dependent on 
nature. According to the Dasgupta Review on Biodi-
versity published in 2021, natural capital per capita has 
been reduced globally by 40% since 1992. The conse-
quences of reduced biodiversity will be catastrophic 
if this development is not reversed. Fundamental 
changes are needed in food production, energy pro-
duction, transport systems, and consumption patterns. 
In Oslo Science City we have internationally leading 
expertise that provides important contributions to 
solving the great challenges we face. The University 
of Oslo, SINTEF, NGI and the research institutes in 
CIENS are centrally positioned here. Through closer 
cooperation between the institutions in the area, and 
targeted collaboration with businesses, the public 
sector and voluntary organizations, this knowledge 
can be mobilized, developing sustainable solutions.

GRAVITATIONAL FIELDS OF EXPERTISE IN OSLO SCIENCE CITY
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The Oslo Science City of the future will to a 
large degree be a product of digital solutions, 
machine learning, artificial intelligence and 

digital twins. The use of advanced digital tools 
and methods is increasingly influential in science, 
applied research and the design of new products 
and services. We call the associated expert commu-
nities a gravitational field in Oslo Science City, but 
in fact, expertise associated with digital solutions 
interacts with all thematic gravitational fields in the 
innovation district.

ONE OF EUROPE’S STRONGEST 
EXPERT COMMUNITIES
IIn Oslo Science City we find some of Europe’s stron-
gest expert communities within this field of expertise. 
At the centre is the Department of Informatics (IFI) at 
the University of Oslo. It is the oldest and largest insti-
tute for informatics in Norway. In 2017, the institute was 
ranked number 3 in Europe and number 12 in the world 
in computer science. More than 300 research staff 
published over 400 scientific articles in 2019. Nearly 
40 doctoral students and more than 200 master’s 

students completed their studies this year. IFI is one 
of the most entrepreneurial institutes in the country. 
Every year, a large number of innovation projects is ini-
tiated in close collaboration with businesses and other 
knowledge institutions. IFI works closely with important 
institutions such as SINTEF Digital and the Norwegian 
Computing Center. The department also collaborates 
extensively with Norwegian business and public sector 
entities. Amongst others, it hosts the renowned Center 
for Scalable Access to Big Data (SIRIUS) – a centre for 
research-based innovation – and HISP (Health Infor-
mation System Program), which develops the world’s 
most widespread health information system.

SINTEF DIGITAL: THE LINK BETWEEN 
SCIENCE AND APPLICATION
SINTEF is strongly represented in the middle of Oslo 
Science City. It works closely with other institutions in 
the area. The most specialized community within applied 
generic research on digitalization and computational 
science is found in SINTEF Digital. Here attention is 
devoted to smart sensor systems, micro electrome-
chanical systems (MEMS), nanomaterials, artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and methodology for software development. 
The department MiNaLab in SINTEF Digital produces 
miniaturized sensors and microsystems for internati-
onal industry. A large number of start-up companies 
originate from this community. At AI@SINTEF, they 
produce algorithms that interpret sensor data, images, 
sound and texts that shape our common future. SINTEF 
Industri works closely with industrial companies across 
the country on green digitalization. One example is the 
process industry. SINTEF Community works specializes 
on green digitalization of the construction and real 
estate industries, applied both to infrastructure and 
mobility systems.

The Norwegian Computing Center (NR) is located in the 
middle of Oslo Science City. It is closely connected to 
the University of Oslo, with around 100 employees who 
bring their expertise to the business sector and public 
administration in the form of assignments for applied 
research. NGI (Norwegian Geotechnical Institute) now 
employs over 50 researchers focusing on digitalization. 
They apply digital services in a geoscientific context and 
other specialized applications.

NEW CENTRES TARGETED AT DIGITAL INNOVATION
NORA – Norwegian Artificial Intelligence Research 
Consortium – is a national collaboration intended to 
strengthen research, education and innovation in 
artificial intelligence, machine learning and robotics. 
NORA builds on an efficient innovation ecology that 
connects researchers more closely with the business 
and industry sector and the rest of society. NORA has 
given a national responsibility and will tie students, 
researchers and the innovation communities in Oslo 
Science City closely to similar communities in other 
Norwegian cities.

The Centre for Scalable Data Access (Sirius) at the 
University of Oslo develops new digital solutions in the 
oil and gas industry based on interdisciplinary insight. 
The centre cooperates closely with world-leading 
technology environments in the business sector. At 

the Department of Technology Systems located at 
Kjeller, the newly established Center for Space Sensors 
and Systems (CENSSS) made great success with its 
sensor technology as the Perseverance rover with 
the georadar Rimfax landed safely on Mars in 2021. 
In collaboration with the University of Tromsø and 
other external partners, IFI has recently established 
Visual Intelligence – a new centre for innovation that 
focuses on deep learning and artificial intelligence 
to extract knowledge from complex image data. In a 
collaboration between the Faculty of Medicine, the 
Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences and the 
Norwegian Computing Center we find BigInsight. This 
is an innovation-oriented research centre working 
to develop new statistical methods for handling and 
compiling large and complex data sets for the private 
and public sector, including the health sector.

A STRONG VITALIZATION OF DIGITAL START-UPS
The number of new establishments in Oslo Science 
City has almost exploded in recent years. Most of these 
are based on digital and IT-based innovations. Many 
of the start-ups have started out in StartupLab, and a 
new initiative “Data Science Lab” is now established as 
part of StartupLab in Oslo Science Park. Companies 
that are often mentioned in this context are Kahoot!, 
Ardoq, Spacemaker and Elliptic Labs. All of them focus 
on global markets based on technologies developed 
in the innovation district.

DIGITAL NORWAY AND LARGE COMPANIES
Digital Norway organizes the large Norwegian compa-
nies which are inextricably linked to digital production 
models and Industry 4.0. Companies like Kongsberg, 
Telenor, Yara, Equinor and DNB have a large portfolio 
of projects in collaboration with actors in Oslo Sci-
ence City. Through Datafabrikken, Digital Norway has 
established close collaboration with dScience where 
they develop a number of innovative continuing and 
further education offers adapted to a dynamic working 
life and business community. It is not just the business 
and industry sector that locates projects in the district. 
The same goes for large public actors such as the 
Norwegian Labour and Welfare Administration (NAV), 
the Norwegian Tax Administration, Ruter, Bane Nor and 
Posten.

dSCIENCE – CENTRE FOR 
COMPUTATIONAL AND DATA SCIENCE

dScience is a newly established research center at the 
University of Oslo established with contributions from 
expert communities spanning the whole specter of the 
activities. The purpose of the centre is to coordinate 
the University of Oslo’s extensive activities within data 
and computational science and establish an internatio-
nally leading university in the field. Two important focus 
areas are machine learning/artificial intelligence and 
knowledge representation/digital twins, but dScience 
also has access to other important areas of knowledge 
at the University of Oslo. dScience is represented by 
40-45 research groups across the University of Oslo 
with more than 300 active PhD/postdoc students. 
There are close links to SINTEF Digital and the centre 
has established separate groups for sectoral initiati-
ves. One important task for dScience is to facilitate 
collaboration and meeting places across research 
communities, businesses and public sector entities in 
Oslo, Norway and internationally.

GRAVITATIONAL FIELDS OF EXPERTISE IN OSLO SCIENCE CITY
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Democracy 
and inclusion
An innovation district that focuses heavily on 

societal innovation, democratic development 
and inclusion will appear as somewhat unique and 

distinctive in today’s flora of innovation districts around 
the world. Oslo Science City has unique prerequisites for 
taking such an initiative.

MAJOR SOCIETAL CHALLENGES
UNDER THE MAGNIFYING GLASS
Facing the great societal challenges of our time, demo-
cracy is put to the test. In this gravitational field, new 
knowledge is developed on the threats we face and the 
solutions that strengthen democracy and the democratic 
institutions in a time of technological change, increased 
economic inequality and growing anti-democratic for-
ces. Much of this knowledge is developed through our 
understanding of what is often referred to as the «Nordic 
model». The goal of knowledge development in this field is, 
amongst other objectives, to increase our understanding 
of digitalization  and its social and human significance, to 
identify the prerequisites for a fair green transition and to 
illuminate how medical breakthroughs can contribute to 
better health for everyone. Democratic development is 
consequently also intertwined with the areas of expertise 
that form the basis for the three other gravitational fields 
in Oslo Science City.

MORE THAN 2000 RESEARCHERS 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OSLO
Oslo Science City can draw on exceptionally strong and 
broad academic communities in the humanities, law and 
social sciences,and a number of research communities 
have particular expertise on democracy and inclusion. 
At the University of Oslo alone, there are over 2000 
researchers in the humanities, social sciences, education 
and law. In addition to the University of Oslo, SINTEF has 
leading expertise within the social sciences in several 
areas, while NGI, the Institute of Transport Economics, 
the Norwegian Meteorological Institute and the Norwe-
gian Computing Center have built expertise within the 
social sciences where this is relevant to their core areas. 
The  expert communities in Oslo Science City naturally 
interact with a large number of research institutes in the 
Oslo region, which have a leading position within topics 
related to democracy and integration. These include the 
Norwegian Institute of Social Research, the Institute of 

International Affairs, the Peace Research Institute Oslo 
(PRIO), the Fridtjof Nansen Institute (FNI), the Norwegian 
Defence Research Establishment (FFI), the research 
department of Statistics Norway, the Frisch Centre, Fafo 
and the Nobel Institute. There are also extensive research 
activities within the social sciences at the Faculty of Medi-
cine, at the Norwegian Institute of Public Health and at the 
institutes working on climate and environment-related 
topics (such as CICERO and the Norwegian Institute for 
Water Research). 

The social sciences, law and the humanities are drivers 
for societal innovation that gradually transforms policy, 
administration and legislation in the direction of a better 
and fairer society. They contribute to democratic compe-
tence, not least through the school system. In addition to 
an extensive network of partner schools, the University of 
Oslo, through the Department of Teacher Education and 
School Research, holds collaboration agreements with 18 
science schools in Oslo and Viken. The University of Oslo 
has decided to start a large, interdisciplinary initiative, 
UiO:Democracy, from 2023. The goal of the initiative is 
to draw on the full specter of democracy research by the 
university, and thus unite and display an internationally 
leading community in this field.

INTERNATIONAL ORDER AND
DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT
Research on international order and democratic develop-
ment from a global perspective has long been one of the 
strongest areas of expertise in Oslo. In recent years, the 
spotlight has particularly focused on issues related to the 
role of the UN, EU/EEA research and global climate policy. 
Actors such as the Department of Political Science, the 
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs and ARENA 
Centre for European Studies are central to this work. 
Cicero and the Oslo School of Environmental Humanities 
have a prominent position as research centers on interna-
tional climate issues from a governance and democracy 
perspective. International order is also about international 
law. At the research centre PluriCourts at the Faculty of 
Law at the University of Oslo, the legitimacy of internati-
onal courts is being studied from a judicial, political and 
philosophical perspective. The research communities 
at the Faculty of Law also have internationally leading 
expertise on the law of the sea and maritime law.

THE NORDIC MODEL
Research on the Nordic model turns the attention towards 
the organization of working life, distribution of wealth, 
rights, social insurance and a wide range of other cha-
racteristics of the societies in the Nordic countries that 
differ from other developed countries. The University 
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of Oslo has established strong research centres and 
interdisciplinary initiatives focusing on the Nordic model. 
UiO:Nordic is an interdisciplinary initiative at the Univer-
sity of Oslo anchored in the humanities and the social 
sciences with the aim of bringing researchers together 
who seek to acquire new knowledge about the Nordic 
region and Nordic issues in an international context. Here, 
collaboration with external stakeholders and users has 
been strengthened. Close to 300 researchers have been 
associated with the initiative over time and over 1000 
articles in scientific journals have been published. At the 
Department of Economics, ESOP has functioned as a 
Centre of Excellence within research on the Nordic model 
from an economic perspective with particular emphasis 
on the institutional, on issues related to negotiation 
models and distribution, but also historical and cultural 
perspectives. Within UiO:Nordic, major projects have been 
established, such as «Living the Nordic Model», «NordED» 
and «Nordic Branding». At the ARENA Centre for European 
studies, in recent years the focus has been on how expert 
insight has affected policy-making in the Nordic model.

HUMAN RIGHTS AND RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH
Norway has taken a key role in global initiatives for peace 
and reconciliation work, human rights and freedom of 
expression. Conflict resolution has a central position in 
both academia and the work of the Norwegian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The research institutes, with Peace 
Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), the Norwegian Institute 
of International Affairs, the Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
(FNI), the Fafo Research Foundation and now also the 
Norwegian Centre for Conflict Resolution (NOREF) in the 
lead, have played a key role in this development work 
together with the Department of Political Science and 
the Centre for Development and the Environment, as well 
as other units at the University of Oslo. At present, much 
attention is being paid to extremism research, with the 
C-REX research centre at the University of Oslo leading 
the initiative. The Norwegian Centre for Human Rights is 
a leading European research centre where indigenous 
law  and the rights of indigenous peoples in particular has 
received much attention.

DEMOCRACY AND ORGANIZATIONAL LIFE
The research communities in Oslo Science City have 
leading academic expertise on the topics of democratic 
development and organizational life. At the Department 
of Sociology, various forms of democracies are studied. 
New theories of democracy are being developed, and the 
research group on Comparative Institutions and Regimes 
(CIR) and others at the Department of Political Science 
are conducting research on the causes and effects of 
variation in political institutions and regimes. In addition, 

the TiNDe-project is carrying out an extensive analysis 
of the state of democracy in Norway, where informative 
measurements for various aspects of democracy are 
being developed. Research within education sciences at 
the University of Oslo includes research on democracy 
education in schools and ethical and moral dimensions 
of democracy and citizenship. Science and democracy 
is a central research topic at the university. Among other 
places, this research is conducted through the Centre 
for Philosophy and the Sciences (CPS) and through the 
well-established Forum for Theory of Science.

INTEGRATION AND IMMIGRATION
Immigration and integration have always been a key topic 
for researchers in sociology and social anthropology at 
the University of Oslo. Here, the emphasis is on how both 
immigrants and others are a part of – and experience 
from their own perspective – integration processes. At 
the Faculty of Humanities, MultiLing was established as a 
Centre of Excellence (CoE) in research. The centre’s vision 
is to contribute with knowledge about the opportunities 
and challenges of multilingualism so that society can 
effectively manage linguistic diversity and individuals can 
expand their communicative room for maneuver. The Nor-
wegian Institute for Social Research, the Fafo Foundation 
and the institutes under Oslo Met conduct internationally 
leading research on integration and collaborate closely 
with the Norwegian state at the Norwegian Directorate 
of Integration and Diversity (IMDi), the Norwegian Labour 
and Welfare Administration (NAV) and other directorates 
on policy formulation and integration measures. On these 
topics, there are strong research communities at the 
Faculty of Social Sciences and the Faculty of Education 
at the University of Oslo.

GRAVITATIONAL FIELDS OF EXPERTISE IN OSLO SCIENCE CITY
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A strong innovation district cannot 
be built from scratch. It must be built 
on the shoulders of strong and leading 
expert communities that already have 
strong presence in the district. Oslo 
Science City also builds on a number 
of projects in the area that are already 
well underway. 

Sketches, 
concepts and 
solutions
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It is with open arms that you are invited to Oslo 
Science City, as we in Team A-lab envision this 
future innovation district.

The next 25 years will offer an explosion of new 
solutions, technologies, treatments and services. 
Innovation districts around the world will drive this 
development. In Oslo Science City, innovation will 
be strengthened through a close collaboration 
between scientists at our universities, hospitals 
and R&D-institutes, large and small businesses 
and communities that promote social and urban 
development.

Oslo Science City will contribute to active knowledge 
sharing locally, nationally and globally. This inno-
vation district will operate as a living knowledge 
network that connects more than 150,000  
researchers, business developers, entrepreneurs 
and social developers from the north, west and 
south of the country. It is through Oslo Science City 
that foreign companies and research communities 
will become aware of the benefits of locating right 
in the center of a such a network.

Oslo Science City will be a vibrant district where 
people meet to solve the challenges of the future, 
create value and explore what we do not yet know. 
Oslo Science City will be a platform that will stimulate 
cooperation, strengthen innovative capacity and 
contribute to value creation and new sustainable jobs.

From an urban planning perspective, Oslo Science 
City is an example of how a holistic planning approach 
for an entire district can provide large benefits. A 
green and densely vegetated corridor provides 

inhabitants in the centre of Oslo with direct access 
to marka, the forested areas surrounding the city, 
in summer as well as winter. The corridor brings 
the population close to buildings, restaurants and 
cultural activities that are at street level in the inno-
vation district. They work as a tool for openness and 
inclusion.

Oslo Science City also offers a unique opportunity 
for closer proximity between place of work and 
residence. Housing is provided for more than 7,000 
residents in Oslo Science City, stretching all the way 
from Majorstuen in the city center, over Marienlyst 
and Blindern, through Gaustadbekkdalen and up to 
Oslo University Hospital. Here, we are right on the 
edge of the forest at Øvre Gaustad. The innovation 
district is spreading like a tree with branches towards 
the world-leading cancer research community at 
Radiumhospitalet in the west and the conference 
and knowledge arenas at Ullevål Stadium in the 
northeast. Multifunctional buildings play a crucial 
role, building a link between science, entrepreneurial 
ecosystems and business.

The objective of Oslo Science City is to significantly 
strengthen the innovative capacity in Oslo and 
Norway, through close and efficient interaction be- 
tween motivated students and excellent scientists, 
dynamic start-up communities, knowledge-based 
business, a future-oriented public sector and 
competent investors. This provides the foundation 
for knowledge-based workplaces and sustainable 
value creation.

The objective of 
Oslo Science City

Internationally leading 
innovation district

A power centre for the 
whole country where 
knowledge-based 
workplaces ensure
sustainable social 
development in 
urban and rural areas

A vibrant innovation district
where it is also inspiring to study, 
good to work and pleasant to live

Globally

Nationally

Oslo 
Science 
City
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A vibrant community 
where people meet 
to solve the 
challenges of the 
future, create value 
and explore what 
we do not yet know
Oslo Science City is a platform that will 
stimulate collaboration, strengthen innovative 
capacity and contribute to value creation and 
new sustainable jobs

VISION
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A PLATFORM WHERE 
SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS MEET

MORE KNOWLEDGE-BASED ENTERPRISES
Make room for knowledge-intensive business 
and build international attractiveness, through 
planned programming and development of 
multifunctional buildings and areas

INNOVATION AND MEETING PLACES
Promote innovation through flexible 
meeting places, shared testing facilities 
and laboratories, and a close collaboration 
between science, the business sector 
and society

SCALING AND INTERNATIONALIZATION
Focus on the establishment of start-up 
enterprises that originate from research,
in close collaboration with mature 
companies in the district
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION
Facilitate collaboration between researchers 
from different academic disciplines, through 
co-location and closer proximity between 
different disciplines and institutions 

ACCESS TO RESEARCHERS 
AND STUDENTS
Further strengthen academic communities with 
excellent researchers and motivated students 
that develop new knowledge and disseminate 
this knowledge into society

INTERNATIONAL ATTRACTIVENESS
Build internationally attractive professional 
and social communities and enable resear-
chers and students from abroad to work and 
study in Oslo Science City with few obstacles

WORLD-LEADING 
EXPERTISE

51

PROMOTING HEALTH THROUGH RECREATION
Utilize the location of the innovation district 
and its nature qualities to develop facilities for 
exercise, activity and recreation

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ZERO 
EMISSION SOLUTIONS
The innovation district aims to be a net zero 
emission area, building on renewable energy, 
energy efficiency, circular economic principles 
and zero emission solutions, both during 
development and operation 

SUSTAINABILITY AND 
THE ENVIRONMENT

EMISSION FREE MOBILITY
Create a fine-meshed network of emission free 
mobility solutions, optimize transport of people 
and goods, and develop attractive walking and 
biking connections
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AN OPEN AND ACCESSIBLE 
CITY AT STREET LEVEL
Attractive ground floors with open facades, 
social meeting places, cultural activities and 
synergies between the buildings’ interior and 
exterior.

OPEN 24/7
Establish housing, urban life, mobility 
and digital functions that make the area 
open and alive also outside ordinary 
working hours

THE PUBLIC SPACE
Program areas in the district and develop 
transport solutions that are inviting and 
easily accessible for the actors in the area 
and the population of the city as a whole

OPEN AND 
INCLUSIVE

53

SOCIAL INNOVATION
Knowledge-based solutions for major 
societal challenges in close collaboration 
with leading knowledge communities

DESTINATION AND 
LOCATION DEVELOPMENT
Attractive, inviting and innovative public 
spaces with a clear identity, making 
innovation visible and accessible

A GREEN INNOVATION DISTRICT
Knowledge-based and sustainable urban develop-
ment on nature’s terms, linking the city, the fjord 
and marka 

UNIQUE 
IDENTITY

TEXT here could be the one on p 48
ET GRØNT INNOVATIONSDISTRIKT

The diagram that is linked to this headiline oculd 
move to p 47 where the one with the small house 
in forest.  This one misses a headline. could be
NÆRHET OG SAMMARBEJD
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A t present, the area has large open spaces 
and there is a potential to create a vibrant 
and diverse city on a more intimate scale. 

The area appears as monoprogrammatic, with 
scattered buildings. The scale makes many of the 
urban spaces seem undefined and cold.

The area has a potential to connect the city and 
the surrounding nature areas through a continuous 
green belt. But barrier effects from Ring 3 and the 
Oslo Metro place interruptions in its course. There 
are well-functioning connections to public transport 
through transport hubs at the metro stations. But 
at the same time, the metro fragments the area and 
destroys its centre. 

Key challenges and 
opportunities

Most of the buildings in the area have closed facades 
towards the public space, which makes the interaction 
between inside and outside difficult.

CLOSED FACADES

A3 1:10,000

The valley at Gaustadbekken creates a barrier 
together with the metro due to the topography 
of the area. 

TOPOGRAPHY

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

POSSIBILITY FOR A GREEN BELT DIVISION DUE TO INFRASTRUCTURE CENTRAL METRO STATIONS BARRIER THROUGH THE AREA

Street spaces that face the residential areas lack 
outward-oriented program and appear inactive. 

UNDEFINED AND INACTIVE STREETS

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

The metro creates barriers in the area. 
BARRIER EFFECTS

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

SKETCHES, CONCEPTS AND SOLUTIONS IN OSLO SCIENCE CITY
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A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

The area consists mainly of large-scale institutions 
and commercial buildings and does not contribute 
to creating a vibrant, around-the-clock, city.

MONOPROGRAM AND LARGE SCALE

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

Many buildings and urban spaces in the area are 
protected or preservation-worthy.

PROTECTED BUILDINGS AND SPACES

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

A3 1:10,000
A3 1:10,000

The metro stations are important transport hubs 
and ensure easy access to the central area.

In the area, there are multiple buildings with inhe-
rent potential for knowledge dissemination and 
innovation through outward-oriented program. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT HUBS ATTRACTIVE PROGRAMS

forskningsparken

frederikke

villa eika

humsam bibliotek

forskningsparken

blindern

L / XL

S

A3 1:10,000

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000A3 1:10,000

The three cross-connections over the metro can 
be strengthened and improved to tie the area more 
closely together across the barriers created by the 
metro tracks.

There is great variation in the public space in the 
area, from natural landscapes to landscaped 
parks and urban squares.

Hiking trails that connect the nature areas around 
Oslo with the inner city converge in this area, which 
allows the area to enhance this connection.

The area has a large concentration of sites for 
development that have not yet been regulated. This 
creates potential for holistic and ambitious planning 
of the area. 

CROSS-CONNECTIONS

URBAN AND NATURAL SPACE CONNECTIONS AND WALKING PATHS

AREAS FOR DEVELOPMENT

livsvitenskapbygget
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Key actions
TO TAKE THE DISTRICT INTO A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

UNDEFINED AND 
UNIFORM SPACES

LUSH AND ATTRACTIVE 
GREEN SPACES

MONOPROGRAMMATIC 
AND UNATTRACTIVE

SEPARATED

DIVERSE AND 
VIBRANT LIFE

NETWORKS AND 
CONNECTIONS

HEAVILY TRAFFICKED 
ROADS

PRIORITIZE PEDESTRIANS 
AND CYCLISTS
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Feedback

Knowledge and 
gravitational fields

Enterprises, entrepreneurs, students, 
residents, visitors

Digital and physical 
meeting places

Insight and 
experiences

M
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The overall concept for Oslo Science City is 
based on six guiding principles. At the center 
is the development of dynamic meeting 

places that facilitate interaction between different 
actors, raising the innovative capacity. The concept 
is largely focused on developing multifunctionality 
in the area. Buildings, squares and infrastruc- 
ture must provide space for academia, start-up 
ecosystems, business and industry, and the public 
sector. In a well-functioning innovation district there 
is sufficient room to achieve the critical mass that 
ensures attractiveness. There is strong emphasis 

on developing the innovation district on nature’s 
terms, contributing to a sustainable city. A green 
corridor will be established from the city centre to 
the nature areas surrounding Oslo. Efficient mobility 
solutions will make it easier to move emission-free 
in Oslo Science City. By focusing systematically on 
inclusion, the innovation district will interact with the 
rest of the city and open up meeting places for the 
city’s population. Open, multifunctional buildings, 
good architecture and attractive outdoor areas will 
bring the population into the area as active users.

Overall concept



PRINCIPLE 1: 

SPACES THAT UNITE 
AND CONNECT
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Six principles 
for a unique and dynamic
innovation district

PRINCIPLE 3: 

SUSTAINABLE DEVE-
LOPMENT AND NATURE-
BASED SOLUTIONS

PRINCIPLE 2:

CRITICAL MASS AND 
MULTIFUNCTIONALITY

 • Physical and digital 
meeting places must actively 
stimulate innovation and 
interaction.

 • Attractive meeting places 
must tie Oslo Science City 
more closely together 
with leading business and 
knowledge communities, 
nationally and internationally.

 • Meeting places outside and 
inside will create new links 
between the players in the 
area, increase the well-being 
of locals and provide inspiring 
experiences for visitors.

 • Formal and informal meeting 
places should strengthen 
public debate, provide the 
area with a distinct identity 
and bring the different 
neighbourhoods together.

 • Biological diversity must be 
strengthened and nature-ba-
sed solutions integrated as 
part of the urban fabric in the 
area.

 • Zero emission solutions and 
circular economy principles 
should constitute the basis 
for sustainable urban 
development, land use, 
development and operation of 
the innovation district.

 • Efficient use of the existing 
building mass is a prerequ-
isite for optimal resource 
utilization.

 • The innovation district 
must seek to minimize the 
consumption of new materials 
and natural resources through 
recycling and reuse.

 • Building up a critical mass 
of businesses and entrepre-
neurs in close proximity to 
the university and research 
institutes

 • Development areas and 
public transport hubs 
must be developed to 
create sustainable urban 
development, urban diversity 
and high density.

 •  Mixed-use buildings and 
areas will bring different 
actors and institutions 
together and stimulate 
creativity and innovation.

 • A varied selection of housing 
and everyday activities will 
bring life to the area after 
working hours.

 • Employees, users and 
residents must be offered a 
broad, attractive and multi-
functional range of services 
in a vibrant and attractive 
urban environment.

PRINCIPLE 6:

MOBILITY SOLUTIONS FOR 
IMPROVED CONNECTIVITY

 • Public spaces should 
stimulate spontaneous 
meetings, dialogue and 
participation.

 • An active urban life with a 
variety of restaurants, cafes 
and a diverse selection of 
activities and experiences will 
make the innovation district 
vibrant and attractive.

 • Urban qualities must give 
the innovation district a clear 
profile locally, nationally and 
globally.

 • The area should be a testing 
arena for new solutions 
and new industries and a 
learning arena for pupils, 
students, researchers, the 
business community and local 
residents.

PRINCIPLE 4: 

AN INNOVATIVE, ACCESSIBLE 
AND VIBRANT URBAN AREA

 • The area should be 
inviting and actively stimulate 
diversity based on innovative 
social and environmental 
sustainability.

 •  Collaboration with schools 
and arenas for inclusive 
working life and lifelong 
learning will create a diverse 
and vibrant innovation district 
for all inhabitants of the city 
as well as the whole country.

 • Kindergartens, schools and 
social meeting places, to-

 • gether with an active cultural, 
sports and organizational 
environment will create an 
inclusive and  dynamic urban 
district.

PRINCIPLE 5: 

AN INCLUSIVE INNOVATION 
DISTRICT

 • Mobility solutions should tie 
the different neighbourhoods 
in the innovation district 
together and link Oslo Sci-
ence City closely to the rest 
of the city and the region.

 • The urban structure must be 
rooted in long-term transport 
planning and the sustainable 
mobility of the future.

 • Green mobility solutions 
must be strengthened and 
further developed and allow 
room for new environmen-
tally friendly transport and 
mobility solutions.
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Good meeting places are physical and digital spaces 
where thoughts, ideas and concepts are presented, 
discussed, criticized and further developed. It is in 

these meeting places that people most easily learn from 
each other, connect with each other and find ways to share 
resources with each other. In a dynamic innovation district 
there are multifunctional buildings where different actors 
work under the same roof. There are also multifunctional 
areas where knowledge development and start-up ecosys-
tems are present together with commercial businesses and 
urban functions.

Innovation requires open and flexible spaces where different 
disciplines and professions can work together. Premises, 
concepts and technological solutions are being developed 
to support such collaboration. Incubators, co-working areas, 
accelerators, innovation centers and makerspaces are just a 
few examples for the growing selection of specially adapted 
concepts intended to stimulate innovation. Universities, 
schools, knowledge enterprises and cultural institutions 
have experienced great benefits from opening up premises 
and areas for scheduled meetings, workshops, conferences 
and dining, as well as the random encounters that occur 
spontaneously.

 PRINCIPLE 1:

Spaces that unite 
and connect 
 MEETING PLACES AS A SOURCE OF MORE INNOVATION AND GROWTH

MINGLE SPACE

TRADE FAIR/SHOWROOM

LIBRARY

CAFETERIA

FABLAB

TESTING FACILITY

CO-WORKING

MUSIC

MEETING ROOM

RETAIL

CAFÉ

SCHOOL/
KINDERGARTEN

LABORATORY

LECTURE HALL

SPORTS
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INVOLVE, ENGAGE AND SEE OPPORTUNITIES

The meeting places require physical and digital 
openness at street level, inside the buildings, in the 
digital meeting forums and in the conference cen-
tres. During the last decades, societry has gradually 
become more closed, partly in response to a rising
fear of threats, violence, harassment and other viola-
tions. Barriers, locked buildings and floors, security 
guards and walls increasingly characterize our urban 
spaces. A dynamic innovation district for the future 
must show a different and new way.

INTERDISCIPLINARITY AND INTERACTION

A dynamic innovation district is based on closer 
interaction between actors that rarely meet but 
have a lot to learn from each other. Students, 
researchers, authorities, businesses, investors 
and entrepreneurs must be located close to each 
other in multifunctional buildings where the actors 
are co-located on a daily basis. Spatial proximity 
is important. It is important that small and large 
companies are offered easy access and proximity 
to students. This can be achieved through schools 
for researchers or student associations, through 
internship schemes and a closer collaboration on 
specific subjects, master’s theses and doctoral 
dissertations. By establishing open and dynamic 
public arenas that bring business, academia, 
entrepreneurs, government and the financial sector 
together, innovation and value-creating interaction 
are stimulated.

SERENDIPITY AND INNOVATION

Innovation is often driven forward by spontaneous 
and unplanned meetings with professional rele-
vance. This is often referred to as ”serendipity” and 

such meetings occur more often where meeting 
places are physical and open. Serendipity is defi-
ned as an unintentional discovery in the search for 
something else. In an article in the journal Nature 
Communications, Fink et al. (2017) show that when 
innovation in one field has its origin in another, 
this happens primarily through serendipity. When 
meetings between different disciplines, different 
business actors and entrepreneurs are facilitated, 
this can provide fertile ground for innovations to 
migrate between different disciplines and actors. 
Within innovation research, serendipity is receiving
increasing attention. A dynamic innovation district 
must develop a sufficiently large number of diffe-
rent meeting places so that serendipity can play a 
role in the knowledge communities, ideally across 
disciplines. 

MEETING ARENAS FOR PLANNED TESTING AND 
EXPERIMENTATION

Meeting spaces are also places for well-planned 
collaboration on innovation, testing and piloting. 
This often happens in spaces and arenas for expe-
rimentation and testing of new solutions and techn-
ologies. Those who own laboratories and equipment 
– both private owners, foundations and actors from 
the public sector – must open their testing facilities 
to others. An innovation district must develop suita-
ble payment solutions and provide access to sites 
and equipment for testing and piloting, also to small 
businesses in the early stages of development. This 
increases innovation power and creates an inclusive 
innovation environment.

SOCIAL MEETING PLACES

A vibrant innovation district has attractive meeting 
places that are available to those located in the inno-

vation district and the population of the city, both 
during the day, in the afternoon and evening. Such 
meetings often take place in connection with meals, 
professional and social events, cultural happenings 
and other activities on offer. A varied and rich sele-
ction of restaurants, cafes, coffee shops and other 
hospitality venues contribute to an innovative, open 
and inclusive culture.

CONFERENCES, EVENTS AND FESTIVALS

Innovation – and not least societal innovation – requ-
ires open and inviting spaces for discussion where 
the expert communities meet representatives from 
the business sector and civil society, and where the 
population can participate actively. Such spaces are 
created in the form of open arenas for debate and 
free stages for expression, both inside buildings 
and in the outdoor spaces where one can establish 
atria, amphitheaters and larger groups of seating. 
To ensure good interaction with interest groups, the 
business community, organizations and the popu-
lation in general, open space for public discussion 
will play a key role in an inclusive innovation district. 

Internationally leading innovation districts also often 
establish identity-creating signature events, which 
can take place in both a physical and digital form. 
The events provide the participants with a concrete 
experience of how the innovation district works in 
practice, by bringing together different disciplines 
from several institutions that meet businesses and 
civil society with innovation as a recurring theme. 
The formula for success lies in being able to exploit 
the advantages of both in-person events and effe-
ctive digital participation so as to be as inclusive as 
possible.

DIGITAL PROXIMITY

Digital meeting places will increasingly contribute 
to the establishment of innovative networks regi-
onally, nationally and internationally. Over the next 
decades, VR, digital twins, simulators and digital 
conferences will affect how we experience digital 
encounters. To build effective professional networks 
and secure good interaction with relevant actors – 
regardless of where they are located – is important. 
Dynamic innovation districts will be at the forefront 
in developing seamless concepts for digital and 
hybrid meeting places.

References for this chapter: 
Kamprath and Henike (2019) Serendipity and innovation 
– Beyond planning and experimental-driven exploration, in The 
Routledge Companion to Innovation Management (pp.343-360): 
Routledge.

Fink, Reeves, Palma and Farr (2017): Serendipity and strategy in 
rapid innovation, Nature Communications volume 8
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dScience

Oslo Sustainability Centre

Frederikkeplassen

House of Democracy

Life Science Building

Library

EXISTING AXESDEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL CONNECT VIA THE HUBS THE LOOP

Presently, the areas are built up around two 
existing independent axes, Gaustadalléen 
and the University of Oslo/Blindern axis. By 

connecting the axes through the metro stations at 
Blindern and Oslo Science Park, the two axes will be 
linked and form a continuous hub and meeting space.    
 
THE LOOPOopen

In this area, a loop will be introduced, connecting the 
four power centres, meeting places and neighbour-
hoods in Oslo Science City. The loop ties potential 
development sites together, via a plan programming 
that allows for a large variety of meeting points 
and experiences. The loop will ensure interaction 
between the four centres and support the forces 
of knowledge gravitation. It will function as a means 
of transport and social infrastructure between the 
power centres. It will facilitate both urban connec- 
tions and knowledge sharing. The loop resolves 
physical barriers, connects green structures, and 
is chosen for mobility between centres, neigh-
bourhoods and in and out of Oslo Science City. 
 

Connecting the 
meeting places

FOUR THEMATIC POWER CENTRES

To highlight and reinforce the significance of the 
strong academic communities in Oslo Science 
City, we recommend that the thematic gravitational 
fields are given a physical manifestation and a clear 
location in the urban space. These four thematic 

power centres will function as key meeting places 
that tie academia, the business community and the 
public administration together in a far more active 
interaction than we see today. Entrepreneurs and 
innovators must be given a central role at these 
cen tres, with social innovators being especially 
important. The ability of the power centres to attract 
expertise and connect different communities is 
strongly affected by the architectural quality and 
attractiveness of the district as a holistic urban 
area. A key premise for succeeding as an innovation 
district is the ability to achieve a critical mass of 
enterprises in combination with an attractive and 
active urban life in multifunctional buildings and 
urban environments.
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Livsvitenskapsbygget

Rikshospitalet
NGI

Ullevål stadion

Oslo Science City Center
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Blindern station, the Loop 
and dScience
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from other innovation districts show that this is the 
strategy that provides the most promising poten-
tial. In the epicentre, the Loop will be established, 
developing sustainable connections to the other 
neighbourhoods and outwards to the rest of the city. 
The Loop is a route that will connect new and old 
public spaces, existing and new signature buildings 
and public attractions like a string of pearls through 
a strong urban design.

The Loop will provide a visible identity for the innova-
tion district. The Loop, supplemented by internal and 
external cross connections, creates the network 
where distinct neighbourhoods can emerge. The 
Loop is a city planning vision that displays Oslo 
Science City’s role and function and builds upon 
the six guiding principles of the concept.

To reach the goal of creating a dynamic and 
world-leading innovation district, we propose 
a number of strategic urban planning measu-

res. We need to achieve a critical mass in develop-
ment, create urban life and a local mix of programs 
to ensure that daily needs can be met within walking 
distance. We need to create a multifunctional area 
with meeting places for knowledge sharing, busi-
ness and industry, housing, retail and events that 
create a vibrant city 24/7. In the central area of Oslo 
Science City, all prerequisites are in place to create 
a combination of all these ingredients.

From a city planning perspective, we are keen to 
start development as quickly as possible and 
build on the many projects that are already under 
development. We start from the hubs that already 
exist in the district.

We focus in particular on an epicentre from where 
the innovation can evolve and grow. Experiences 

START FROM THE HUBS

Public transport hubs have an inherent potential as portals to Oslo 
Science City. The Loop provides an opportunity to connect Oslo 
Science City directly to these portals while also emphasizing the goal 
of promoting public transport.

START FROM DAY 1

To achieve the future goals, we must create a catalyst and put 
Oslo Science City on the map now. If we wait until 2030, we risk 
losing momentum. 

Urban planning 
measures and 
a powerful start

CREATE AN EPICENTRE THAT GROWS

The Loop is an opportunity to strengthen the links between the four 
gravitational fields and the different neighbourhoods, by letting the 
epicentre grow.

THE VISION FOR OSLO SCIENCE CITY

The Loop is a physical manifestation of all Oslo Science City has 
to offer. A concept that supports all the principles that our concept 
is founded on. 

Squares Open/public 
buildings

Art and 
landmarks

Wayfinding

Connections/bridges

Elevated public spaces/roof landscapes

Play and movement

Urban furniture
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THE LOOP

The central area

Existing development potential

Development with formation of a square in the middle 

Active ground floors at street level

Urban structure with loop into the street network

Meeting point

An urban, vibrant city centre

 

Near Oslo Science Park station, up towards 
the campus at Blindern, we propose a lar-
ger development area with space for new 

businesses, corporate headquarters, research and 
university facilities and a sustainable residential 
housing quarter. The Loop in this central area leads 
straight through the station building and down 
towards Frederikkeplassen. In the middle of this new 
development area, we define a square for everybody. 
A new democracy square that connects the new 
development to the old campus and to the shortcut 
towards Oslo Science Park and SINTEF. The demo-
cracy square is partly elevated  to create an open 
and inclusive area. It houses the new innovation hub: 
House of Democracy.

In the central area, we strengthen the two existing 
transport hubs with a larger hub at today’s Oslo 
Science Park station and officially rename this Oslo 
Science City Station. We also strengthen Blindern 
station with a new strong station area including a 
new connecting bridge for pedestrians, cyclists 
and other visitors. Around both transport hubs, 
significant new developments with signature value 
and mixed functions are planned. 

By connecting Gaustadalléen and the Blindern axis 
via new station areas, the Loop is created, linking the 
existing campus area at Blindern to new develop-
ments, right across the earlier barriers created by 
the metro, over towards the areas at Nedre Gaustad. 

The route choice for the Loop is adjusted to follow 
the course of the most active streets and the areas 
with the largest development potential. The Loop 
connects to and flows through urban and natural 
landscapes of different character. 
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The neighbourhoods of the innovation district 
will have a distinct local identity. They should 
also contain urban spaces and a multi-

functional urban range of services that facilitates 
well-functioning and characteristic local communi-
ties where functions, activities and other services 
offered are available within a 15-minute radius. The 
concept is based on ideas about the city being open, 
public and accessible to all. By analyzing, discussing, 
co-creating and defining, it is possible to identify the 
strengths of each neighbourhood. Through targeted 
and site-specific solutions and quality architecture, 
identity is built, with squares and buildings acting as 
generators so each neighbourhood can grow on its 
own terms and as an integrated part of the urban 
fabric. This can best be described as architectural 
acupuncture.

In addition to attractive urban spaces and neigh-
bourhoods that are seamlessly interconnected by 
green mobility solutions, our recommendations 
support the Oslo campus strategy’s objective of 
further developing Oslo into a leading and attractive 
knowledge city and economic region in Europe.

Hence, the city plan is not solely an ambitious stra-

tegy that helps achieve the desired concentration/
critical mass of business activities and other impor-
tant functions. It also coincides to a large extent 
with the municipality’s strategy for strengthening 
green mobility and densification around public 
transport hubs. In addition, the city plan provides 
a holistic development approach across sectors 
and enterprises in an overall framework for physi-
cal development, where the different parts of the 
innovation district can function as innovative urban 
areas and testing arenas for new solutions to society 
as well as for businesses.

The emphasis on strong neighbourhoods is an 
important component in the development of an 
interconnected innovation district. This feasibility 
study functions both as a detailed and compre-
hensive knowledge base for strategic urban 
development, including municipal, regional and 
state planning processes.

Programming of strong 
neighbourhoods that 
are linked together

DEFINING FUNCTIONS
Through analysis, discussion and studies, a program with the right 
mix of functions (housing, business, knowledge, urban life, culture, 
nature, etc.) is defined for each neighbourhood

PROGRAM, FUNCTION 
AND IDENTITY
Each neighbourhood contains a mix of program 
and function, providing a clear identity. Oslo 
Science City will be a collection of dynamic 
neighbourhoods with their own distinct strengths. 
Together, they form a whole. 

CALIBRATION OF NEEDS
Each neighbourhood will consist of a mix of areas with different 
uses, but will also have a specification. By calibrating the 
balance, each neighbourhood is given a different character. 
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The neighbourhoods of Oslo Science City have 
both historic roots and are geographically 
defined. By trying to see past existing limits, 

we find neighbourhoods that are in natural walking 
distance from each other, have similar topography, 
an identity of their own and distinctive architectural 
characteristics. A dynamic Oslo Science City needs 
strong and attractive neighbourhoods where you 
can build a basis of own functions, activities and 
programs. 

The neighbourhoods

RADIUMHOSPITALET 
AND OSLO CANCER CLUSTER

Today, there is a strong innovation park being 
developed with close links to Radiumhospitalet 
promoting seamless collaboration. With time, the 
existing concept will result in a strong presence 
of Big Pharma, more research activity, space for 
companies that outgrow the incubator, more 
teaching, science hotels, etc. Currently, Campus 
Radiumhospitalet lacks proper “urban life” and 
needs more meeting places. Another challenge is its 
location a few kilometres from the core axis of Oslo 
Science City. In our concept, this is solved through 
efficient mobility solutions. 

NEDRE GAUSTAD

At Nedre Gaustad, there is a unique and attractive 
community with dense features, located in the green 
belt that connects the district and the centre with 
Øvre Gaustad and marka, the forested nature areas 
around the city. Important innovation and research 
facilities are already located in the neighbourhood, 
and we suggest strengthening its identity through 
innovation hubs, incubators, urban commercial 
streets and green elements pulled into buildings 
and onto roofs.

ØVRE GAUSTAD

The new National Hospital at Gaustad will dominate 
this neighbourhood. Combined with the proximity 
to Nordmarka and the park-like surroundings, this 
district will further develop its particular qualities of 
well-being, biological diversity and rich, lush nature. 
We suggest constructing a square, a meeting point 
between different hospital units at the end of Gau-
stadalléen. The connection leading down to Blindern 
metro station will be elevated across the ring road. 
The development of active building facades will 
strengthen the area and provide an environment 
that is both urban and green. 
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We suggest to significantly strengthen the innova-
tion ecosystem through multifunctional solutions, by 
facilitating the establishment of enterprises, offering 
scaling opportunities for start-up companies, more 
housing and vibrant squares that are activated by 
open facades facing the street and roof spaces. This 
is described in more detail in our descriptions of the 
central area, the four power centres and the Loop.

Marienlyst will be a collaboration partner of Oslo 
Science City, but the area will be developed on its 
own terms with its own vision and goals. Here, there 
will be meeting places for students, children, youth, 
sports, culture and the innovation ecosystems. It will 
also provide premises and communication arenas 
for start-up enterprises and organizations in the 
area. Marienlyst is planned as an area for recrea-
tion and social gatherings for students, research 
communities, academia and businesses. Varied 
high-quality housing and commercial premises will 
be developed here. 

BLINDERN MARIENLYST

Campus Ullevål will be a centre for research, inno- 
vation and start-up enterprises within climate, 
energy and the environment. With large hotel and 
conference facilities at Ullevål Stadium as its closest 
neighbour, it will be possible to facilitate and organize 
conferences, trade fairs and festivals, and create a 
valuable meeting place both locally, nationally and 
internationally. The research institutes NGI, IFE, NIVA 
and NILU are planning to be physically present at 
the new Campus Ullevål from 2024 and cooperate 
to establish this as a campus and a power centre for 
research and innovation within climate, energy and 
the environment. 

Majorstuen is a transport hub. The planned train 
line to Fornebu and the development of Majorstuen 
station provide space for the commercial activities 
of the future and will help transform this important 
hub into a natural gateway to Oslo Science City. This 
improves the connection to Frognerparken, and the 
green belt will lead through Oslo Science City and 
strengthen the location of Chateau Neuf with its 
public square. We also suggest a new connection 
road for public transport, autonomous buses and 
pedestrians, cyclists etc. that will be linked to the 
Loop. 

CAMPUS ULLEVÅL MAJORSTUEN
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PRINCIPLE 2: 

Oslo Science City is already being developed. A 
number of important projects that add capacity, 
expertise and research infrastructure to the area are 
now being completed or are in an advanced stage 
of planning. There is significant potential for adding 
necessary functions to the area, such as commer-
cial activity, housing, possibilities for recreation and 
urban life, by viewing the area as an urban district 
planned with a holistic perspective. 

A dynamic innovation district requires that there 
is sufficient breadth and depth in the scientific 
communities, that the start-up ecosystems have 
enough power, that different types of knowledge 
enterprises from multiple sectors are well repre-
sented in the area, that there is a sufficient amount 
of housing to establish good and varied residential 
environments – in short, that there is a critical mass 
of these key functions to reach sufficient diversity, 
power, depth and dynamics in the innovation eco-
system. It is therefore required to facilitate spatial 
and physical frameworks to strengthen the four 
power centres within a larger urban context where 
strong, multifunctional and distinctive neighbour-
hoods together create the unique innovation district.

A vibrant urban area with a critical mass of available 
services and cultural activities, experiences and 
restaurants will help to make the area attractive also 
outside normal working hours. Oslo Science City 
with 7,500 researchers and 30,000 students already 
has critical mass in most scientific disciplines. In 
recent years, the start-up ecosystems have grown, 
but there is still a potential for further growth and 

Critical mass and 
multifunctionality

There are plans for a far stronger presence of 
multifunctionality: mixed-use areas where work, 
leisure, housing, industry, start-ups and urban life 
are represented, and multifunctional buildings where 
scientists, entrepreneurs, knowledge enterprises 
and public institutions can be co-located and share 
common functions. The four physical power centres 
are all based on such multifunctional concepts. 
Through size and design, they also contribute to cri-
tical mass for the expert communities and business 
and industry. Proposed solutions for the central area 
with a high degree of space utilization will also help 
to provide the critical mass that is needed for Oslo 
Science City in the years ahead.

NEW TYPOLOGIES AND MODELS FOR USE
By mixing applications and developing new models for use, new 
typologies can arise – which then again promote new activity 
and new uses

MULTIFUNCTIONALITY 
Both new and existing buildings must offer multifunctionality 
and a wide range of activities. This implies the inclusion 
of culture, catering/hospitality and services in offices and 
commercial buildings

scaling. Oslo Science City lacks critical mass with 
respect to new establishment of businesses, hou-
sing and functions of urban life. At present, the area 
is characterized by single purpose buildings and a 
lack of urban qualities.

Added mass in 2045
1.4 millioner m2

Existing
Planned/under construction
New proposals
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dScience Centre
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Location close to a hub

The Loop is led through the building and creates 
a meeting place in the middle

Open ground floors and views into premises 
below ground level

Efficient connection between business and industry 
and the knowledge communities

Green structures are pulled close to, up and into the building

A lively, engaging, open and idea-promoting house

The dScience Centre for Computational and Data 
Sciences, illustrated on the previous page, will bring 
together and display one of Europe’s strongest 
communities within machine learning and artificial 
intelligence. Localized at Blindern station, there 
will be a multifunctional building where specialized 
expert environments such as dScience, SINTEF 
Digital and the Norwegian Computing Center can 
be co-located, and where knowledge-intensive 
companies are invited to establish themselves 
next to some of Europe’s strongest digitalisation 
communities. Together with excellent research, lea-
ding companies and dynamic start-up ecosystems 
provide an ideal framework for the development 
and scaling of new ideas, business models and 
enterprises.

Digital solutions and computational science are 
used everywhere in Oslo Science City. The centre is 
therefore a natural gravitational field for a wide range 
of companies and expert groups.

By leading the Loop through the building, the centre 
is opened up. Bringing the green belt in from both 
sides and up onto the building we actively tie together 
the green belt. Otherwise, it would be interrupted at 
this point. Direct connections will be established to 
Oslo Science Park which is close to the new centre, 
providing direct access through covered walkways. 
Only a few minutes further east we find the Depart-
ment for informatics and the business zone in the 

dScience

central area where large companies will have room 
to grow. Also these buildings can be reached through 
open and bright walkways, mostly glass roofed, yet 
underground.

The many computer centres and hardware labs in the 
building are located next to the large amphitheater on 
the ground floor. In the future, a centre for the Nordic 
virtual register database (NORVIREG) may be located 
here. Permanent collaboration partners in the Nordic 
region and across the country ensure regional insight 
and application. 

The dScience Centre may have  «recruitment for digi-
tal knowledge» as its motto. It will raise the knowledge 
level of the entire population, recruit the best young 
talents, forge close bonds between generations and 
ensure lifelong learning.

To realize the centre, national and local authorities 
must allow for multiple use within the framework of 
the university’s operations and in the regulation of 
the area. With a strong increase in the need for digital 
knowledge, the dScience Centre will fill obvious 
societal, academic and commercial needs. A mul-
tifunctional building allows for alternative financing 
solutions, and there will be significant investor inte-
rest to participate in realizing such a development. 
We envision that dScience Centre will be one of the 
first new elements along the Loop.
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Oslo Sustainability Centre



OSLO SCIENCE CITY  92 93

With an attractive and central location between 
Blindern, Marienlyst and Majorstuen, today’s 
buildings for chemistry, physics and mathematics 
have an enormous potential as driving elements and 
connecting links in Oslo Science City. 

Here, it is possible to gather institutes, enterprises 
and start-up ecosystems that focus on climate, 
climate adaptation, renewable energy, ecological 
diversity and protection of the environment. The 
goal must be for the centre to house some of the 
world’s leading research communities within CCS, 
CCU, blue and green hydrogen and ammonia, smart 
power grids, battery technology and electrification. 
Oslo Sustainability Centre may become a Nordic 
power centre within nature protection and biological 
diversity, and develop leading solutions for climate 
monitoring and adaptation. The centre should 
also provide space for the inclusion of key expert 
communities from disciplines within the humanities 
and social sciences, which inspire discussions 
about a socially fair transition to a low-emission 
society and inclusive green growth. The centre 
should be able to accommodate everything from 
large interdisciplinary units, intra-faculty initiatives, 
large scientific projects, to research groups and 
individual researchers who want to collaborate. 

A key inspiration is Stockholm Resilience Center, 
and it is especially important that the knowledge 

Oslo Sustainability Centre

communities work for closer interaction with 
businesses and the public sector inside the cen-
tre. Again, multifunctionality is at the heart of our 
concept.

The park forms a green belt that runs right through 
the centre of the building and continues via Blin-
dern station, up to Gaustad, across Ring 3 and into 
Nordmarka. This is how Oslo Sustainability Centre 
becomes part of a green connecting link that makes 
Oslo Science City the greenest innovation district 
in the world.

By revitalizing and activating Tørtebergsparken and 
bringing it into the courtyard and the patios of the 
existing buildings, we also link the green belt to the 
central loop and activate the buildings as a central 
point in the area. By transforming the underground 
parking lot into a space for exhibitions and public 
use, the synergy between the green surroundings 
and urban life at street level creates a perfect stage 
for exhibitions, restaurants, educational pavilions, 
urban agriculture and an annual festival with a focus 
on innovation, nature and science.

We propose to expand the top of the buildings to 
ensure that the buildings are multifunctional with 
both academic activities, commercial elements and 
housing. 

Existing buildings

Pull the park through the building and connect 
with the Blindern-axis

Activate outside spaces

Open axes

Build on existing buildings

A green, active and engaging urban space
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House of Democracy 
and the open square
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The centre is designed to attract the leading re- 
searchers and the clearest contemporary voices to 
illuminate the most central and up to date questions: 
inequality and fairness, democracy, the importance 
of technology for social trust, the Nordic model, 
international development within law, inclusion, 
polarization, fake news and trust in science. The 
square will be built over a democracy centre that 
becomes a house for social innovation, research 
on democracy and studies of inclusion, freedom of 
speech and co-determination.

The centre will raise important topics for a broad 
audience, placing democratic development and 
climate challenges high on the agenda. The centre 
will bring together researchers from the humanities, 
social sciences, law, education, theology and techn-
ology subjects. The principle of openness is meant 
to help attract guest researchers and research 
communities from Norway and abroad.

Through University of Oslo and several strong 
research institutes in Oslo, Oslo Science City has 
internationally leading research communities 
within a number of relevant disciplines in the field, 
which will provide a clear identity to Norway’s first 
innovation district. The House of Democracy will 
be an important meeting place and destination for 
outstanding researchers, committed students and 

House of Democracy and the open square

other relevant expert communities from the whole 
world.

The House of Democracy will be an open and 
inclusive space for innovation in close collaboration 
with business, interest groups and public autho-
rities involved in shaping the field. In the buildings 
surrounding the square, space is dedicated to 
media companies, interest organizations, suppli-
ers of communication platforms, political actors, 
artists and influencers who wish to interact with the 
professional expertise in Oslo Science City, as well 
as being part of a vibrant and dynamic innovation 
environment in this field.

The Democracy Square is planned as a square for 
everyone, founded on the principles of openness, 
accessibility and inclusion. The square must also 
be suitable for debate and public discussion during 
winter through the use of flexible architectural 
solutions.

The House of Democracy will function as a gathering 
place and an engine of identity for an academic field 
and an area of innovation few other innovation dis-
tricts in the world devote attention to. Oslo Science 
City will thus establish a highly distinct identity by 
actively investing into societal innovation.

Existing development potential

Development with space for a square in the middle 

Active ground floors at street level

Urban structure with loop into the street network

The square as a meeting point

An urban, vibrant urban centre
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Oslo University Hospital and the University of 
Oslo have joined forces to realize the Life Sci-
ence Building. It will be Norway’s largest and 
probably most advanced building for rese-
arch and teaching. The building is planned 
as a joint facility for life sciences, pharmacy 
and chemistry, designed for interdisciplinary 
collaboration in line with the ambitions and 
objectives of the institutions.

The project constitutes a joint solution for 
the University of Oslo and Oslo University 
Hospital, where the Division of Laboratory 
Medicine (KLM) moves in with significant 
research and operational activities in an 
expanded building (estimated to almost 
100,000 m2).

The Life Science Building is being developed 
for future users, mainly employees and 
students at the University of Oslo and Oslo 
University Hospital, but is also meant to 
facilitate extensive collaboration with the 
business sector, including the healthcare 
industry, entrepreneurial ecosystems and 
technology suppliers, implying high acces-
sibility for external actors and partners. The 
solutions of the building facilitate this form 
of interaction. The strongest expert commu-
nities within medicine in Norway are joining 
forces to establish a professional power 
centre with world-class laboratories and 

research infrastructure, an infrastructure that 
can be shared, also with the business sector.

The Life Science Building represents a massive 
national effort within health and life sciences, 
placing Norway on the map internationally in 
earnest. It demonstrates a strong will to facili-
tate growth in the health industries in Norway. 
This will generate strong positive ripple effects 
for students, the research communities and 
start-up ecosystems and will attract the phar-
maceutical industry to locate in the immediate 
vicinity, including the central area.

Many of the commercial successes within the 
life sciences are based on proximity between 
basic research and the clinical research 
communities. As of today, it is this axis between 
Oslo University Hospital and the University 
of Oslo that creates the most value and con-
stitutes the biggest attraction for the major 
industrial players that want to find their place 
in Oslo Science City. 

The Life Science Building offers a large number 
of meeting places and will be viewed as an 
open arena for those who are not located in the 
building themselves. The interaction with enter-
prises located in the neighbouring buildings is 
at the centre of the principles of openness and 
multifunctionality. 

The Life Science Building



U rban development on nature’s terms covers 
increased biodiversity, better climate adap-
tation, more well-being, better residential 

quality, psychological and physical health. The 
Oslo Science City concept recommends solutions 
that help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
capture and bind more CO2 than today. It increases 
biomass and repairs ecosystems. The solution 
provides urban development with new, larger and 
innovative green structures. Oslo Science City 
brings the city closer to marka by establishing a 
unique green corridor. 10,000 trees can be planted, 
and green roofs, gardens and other eco-spaces 
with a much higher biodiversity will be established. 
Green mobility is developed in close interaction 
with the ecosystem. We plan for green operational 
solutions where surface water management, circular 
economy, recycling and other sustainable practices. 
are considered explicitly. 
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BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
Improve the existing nature

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Support and build local communities

PRINCIPLE 3: 

CLIMATE ADAPTATION
Resilient and adaptive landscape

THE GREEN BELT AND 
GREEN DISTRICT

MICROCLIMATE AND REGULATION
Improve urban microclimates

Sustainable development 
and nature-based 
solutions



Oslo Science City needs a shift from large undefined 
and homogeneous areas to lush green and active 
areas. Through the vision for Oslo Science City, we 
outline a system with streets, parks, squares and 
open spaces that encourage people to spend more 
time outdoors together and promote a healthier life. 

Oslo Science City has a unique position for 
strengthening ecology as a key of quality for life 
in the district. The location near Nordmarka, the 
green belt that stretches all the way down to the 
fjord, combined with the strong roots in Norwegian 
traditions make outdoor recreation an obvious part 
of a healthy community. It also helps to strengthen 
biodiversity through green urban planning. 

The green belt represents a cornerstone of the con-
cept. It stretches from the fjord through the formal 
sculpture landscape of Frognerparken in the south 
up through Oslo Science City and towards Nord-
marka in the north. The green belt is strengthened 
through active green parks with sports and activities 
in the south. The belt continues through lush green 
corridors up towards green recreation areas around 
the hospital in the north. 

The green belt is being gradually developed, step by 
step, connecting the wilder nature of marka to the 
north with the green areas in Oslo Science City and 
down towards the more formal green structures in 
Vigeland Sculpture Park before reaching the fjord. 
This way, nature’s flora and fauna can help to improve 
biological diversity in Oslo Science City. A series of 
secondary corridors and hiking trails connect to 
the belt throughout the innovation district, linking 
the surroundings and existing green areas. A green 
network is formed. 
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Green structures and biodiversity

ECOLOGICAL CORRIDORS
Growing structure Nature gradient – from wild to formal

FORMAL PARK

Marka

Vigeland

THE GREEN BELT THE GREEN DISTRICT

WILD NATURE
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Hydroponics

Rain gardens

Healing 
gardens

Local 
vegetation

Carbon neutral wood 
construction

Water reservoir

CONNECTING PEOPLE AND RESOURCES
By harvesting and connecting needs: Cultivation on roofs 
+ social meeting places + solar/green roofs

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
Sustainable and locally sourced, local production 
and renewable energy

Climate, energy and environment is one of four the-
matic gravitational fields in Oslo Science City, based 
on knowledge institutions in the innovation district 
that host internationally leading researchers in the 
area. This should be reflected in the development 
and operations of the area. Sustainable solutions 
can become a defining characteristic for Oslo Sci-
ence City as an innovation district. 

Oslo Science City can be developed into a vibrant 
district in Oslo. In this process, climate and environ-
mental considerations should be prioritized. Nature- 
based solutions for surface water management and 
climate resiliency should by applied. Circular prin-
ciples should guide when choosing materials and 
solutions. Local energy production and high energy 
efficiency, smart infrastructure and emission-free 
mobility can contribute to a significant reduction 
of the climate footprint. Conscious conservation of 
biomass, planting of new vegetation and targeted 
preservation of species diversity contributes to a 
green and sustainable innovation district. Oslo Sci-
ence City should actively seek to become a testing 
area for new and future-oriented climate solutions.

NEW INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
AND NETWORKS
To make the district more efficient and renewable

DATA-DRIVEN SERVICES
Create a networked city for safe, sustainable and efficient 
transport

Green technology and innovation
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Oslo Sustainability Centre



Co-use of 
laboratories

culture
scene

interactive exhibitions and 
test products

Democracy square

Co-working 
and start-up

Co-location 
and co-creation

A physical and digital framework is created for 
democracy, meetings and participation

Easy access and promotion of interaction 
based on multifunctionality

Openness and flow of people between public spaces and buildings, 
between knowledge communities and the public sector. With 
emphasis on shared testing facilities, laboratories and arenas
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SMART
BMS

SERVER

Temperature

Water usages

NOX

Humidity

LIVE DATA

T  

Tilgjengelighet og enkelhet i sambruk, orientering og �erfunksjonalitet. 

Oslo Science City should be an open and accessible 
innovation district. Knowledge must be openly 
shared between scientists, businesses, the public 
sector and civil society. Openness contributes to 
innovation and is enhanced in well-functioning 
meeting places. Transparency should be a guiding 
principle for Oslo Science City, being an inviting and 
urban district.

Openness is promoted by allowing knowledge- 
intensive companies to access and use laboratories, 
test facilities and interaction arenas in multifuncti-
onal buildings. This way, the innovation capacity is 
strengthened, contributing to value creation and 
new sustainable jobs.

We envisage a pulsating urban district designed 
for people of different backgrounds, cultures and 
professions to meet and interact. An activity and 
accessible street level, with open buildings and 
urban spaces will stimulate such meetings, through 
spontaneous human interaction and everyday 
encounters as well as planned events, activities and 
gatherings. Oslo Science City should be a district 
that is open long after ordinary working hours. 
Cultural events, debates, seminars, lectures and 
festivals will give the district a unique, open and 
inviting character.

Public spaces in the innovation district will provide a 
physical and digital framework for public discussion, 
democratic processes, spontaneous meetings, 
participation and inclusion. 

PRINCIPLE 4:

Co-use of meeting premises 
and office space

An innovative, 
accessible and 
vibrant urban area
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Marienlyst

Blindern

Nedre Gaustad

Campus Ullevål

Øvre Gaustad

Majorstuen

Radiumhospitalet and Oslo 
Cancer Cluster

15 minute neighbourhood to all key functions Strengthen the existing identity and creating 
a sense of place

An inclusive 
innovation district

PRINCIPLE 5:

Oslo Science City should team up with the rest of the 
city, being open, accessible, generous and inclusive 
to all. A successful innovation district provides ser-
vices involving children, young people, the elderly 
and people with a background from other cultures. 
Strong links between the various neighbourhoods 
in the innovation district make it pleasant, easy and 
intuitive to move around. Regardless of where you 
live and stay in Oslo Science City, there will be a clear 
experience of being part of an open and inviting 
innovation district with opportunities for all.

SCHOOLS AND LIFE-LONG LEARNING

Through close cooperation with schools in Oslo, 
pupils are inspired to learn, raising the interest for 
innovation-oriented work. Collaboration with upper 
secondary schools will motivate and increase inte-
rest for higher education and science. Oslo Science 
City should also play a key role when it comes to 
further education, providing specialist qualifica-
tions. Life-long learning is becoming ever more 
important for the Norwegian workforce. Universities, 
R&D-institutes and enterprises will gradually obtain 
a more important role in this learning effort. The 
urban fabric must promote innovative social and 
environmental sustainability. 

Testing arenas for social development 
and knowledge building

Inclusive urban district for people of all ages and 
from all walks of life

the Norwegian Environment Agency and a number 
of others can test out new solutions. In other words, 
the innovation district is to be a real-time learning 
arena for researchers, the public sector, the busi-
nesses, education and the local population. 

The major changes we are facing as a society should 
be knowledge-driven. It is crucial that the population 
trusts the knowledge communities, setting the pre-
mises for the development of society. This concerns 

us all. Therefore, Oslo Science City should develop 
an open, inclusive and inviting innovation district. 
Here, you can meet school classes that participate 
in research projects, employees on their way to get 
further qualifications, elderly who join important 
debates on social issues. Also, you find residents, 
students, entrepreneurs and researchers using one 
of the many social meeting places in the area. 

TESTING ARENA FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The district functions as a living and experimental 
arena for innovation. Here, it is possible to test 
different ways of organizing and designing social 
functions and public services. Oslo Science City 
should be a living lab for societal innovation where 
public sector agencies like the Norwegian Labour 
and Welfare Administration, the primary healthcare 
service, the education sector, Innovation Norway, 

A district that embraces the whole population
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Vibrant neighbourhoods

By strengthening neighbourhoods and connecting 
them across barriers, Oslo Science City becomes 
one integrated social system. Each neighbourhood 
has its own key identity and is by itself a mixed neigh-
bourhood with strong mobility networks and unique 
meeting places. 

Offering outdoor meeting places, squares and 
parks, each neighbourhood contains attractive 
destinations that function as sources for further 
development. The community of neighbourhoods 
support each other. In the middle of Oslo Science 
City, attractions are more concentrated. The whole 
of Oslo Science City is represented by a strong 
central area at Blindern. 

STRENGTHENING NEIGHBOURHOODS
Facilitate the development of neighbourhoods with 
varied identity and functions

UNIQUE MEETING PLACES
Create good meeting places in a nature-
based city with different identities

SOFT MOBILITY ATTRACTIVE DESTINATION
Create a fine-meshed network of 
connections and prioritize pedestrians, 
cyclists etc. 

Tie the areas together across barriers and 
create a multifunctional centre

MEET

PHYSICAL DESTINATIONS

DENSIFICATION

COLLABORATIONS

URB

AN ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL ENVIRO
N

M
EN

T

NETWORKING
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Identity through scale

Oslo Science City consists of several neighbour-
hoods. Each neighbourhood has its own network of 
local communities, which in turn consist of several 
clusters of personal relationships. To build a strong 
feeling of identity and trust through meetings and 
collaboration, we need to establish community infra-
structure on all levels, from the local micro network 
of physical neighbours and work colleagues to the 
local network of formal and informal activities and 
gatherings. The goal is to create a sense of pride 
and a feeling of ownership in organizations and 
businesses.

OSLO SCIENCE CITY NEIGHBOURHOODS LOCAL COMMUNITIES LOCAL CLUSTERS
20 minutes walking 

distance

OSLO SCIENCE CITY

0
N

100 250 500

Marienlyst

Øvre Gaustad

Blidern

Majorstuen

Nedre Gaustad

Blindern videregaende skoleGaustad sykehus

Rikshospitalet

Ring 3

Sintef

Livsvitenskapbygget

UiO main campus

Meteorologisk /
Blindern studenterhjme

Fysisk south

Marienlyst

Majorstuen
football fields

Gydas vei
residential

Majorstuen institutional

Trudvangveien residential
Majorstuen

Blindern residential

UiO east

Ulleval

Vinderen psykiatrisk

Gaustadbekkdalen

NEIGBOURHOODS WALKING DISTANCE

Maximum 2 minutes 
to walk

Radius: Less than 
5 minutes to walk

Radius: Less than 
10 minutes to walk

Neighbourhoods with their 
own identity
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Oslo Science City has a clear ambition to become 
a car-free district. By designing streets for people 
we transition from a street network based on vehicle 
traffic to prioritizing pedestrians, cyclists and shared 
mobility. 

A new transport system should reduce the need for 
owning a car by offering safe, practical transport 
networks and affordable alternatives for each trip. 
This will encourage new forms of mobility based 
on bicycles, e-bikes, electric vehicles, autonomous 
buses and shared mobility. 

In Oslo Science City, this strategy should be initiated 
already in phase 1, by transforming an inner core 
of the area for the future vision of climate friendly 
mobility and by creating a fine-meshed network that 
prioritizes pedestrians and cyclists. In Oslo Science 
City, this network will grow over time and finally be 
fully scaled to also include logistics hubs for goods 
delivery, waste, storage and shared services. 

Mobility solutions

By strengthening mobility hubs and creating 
shared logistics hubs for the area 

By improving public transport and transforming 
parking areas into new uses

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT 
AND EFFICIENT LOGISTICS

REDUCING CAR TRAFFIC 
AND PARKING

Encourage new forms of mobility, bicycle sharing, e-bikes 
and other lower-speed alternatives

By prioritizing pedestrians, cyclists etc. 

IMPROVING PUBLIC 
AND ELECTRIC TRANSPORT

DESIGN STREETS 
FOR PEOPLE

PRINCIPLE 6:
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3 km
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Walk and Talk City

Through stronger physical and social ties between 
neighbourhoods, people located in different parts 
of the district will more frequently take advantage of 
the services and attractions of all neighbourhoods. 
In Oslo Science City, a key idea is to strengthen the 
links between the neighbourhoods, so that they 
work both together and separately. Creating walking 
routes and networks of hiking trails that connect 
different parts of the innovation district, we can 
provide the basis for ”Walk and Talk” meetings that 
create room for new thinking and innovation.

It is possible to look at the urban structure 
from a 30 minute walking time perspective 
and improve potential paths and walkways

5 – 15 min 
0.5 – 1.5km

3 km
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The routes are planned in the shape of 
interconnecting loops, so it is possible 
to adapt route length on the way

Different routes of various length adapted to 
meeting needs. Information about walking times 
can be found on Oslo Science City’s app

Routes for strolls through wind and rain

Skiing in winter time
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Emission-free and efficient mobility

The vision for mobility in Oslo Science City is an 
emission-free transport system that places people at 
the center. It should be easy to move around in Oslo 
Science City without using your own car. 

More than 30 percent of the land area of today’s cities 
is dedicated to infrastructure. Roads and parking 
reduce public spaces and impose a negative impact 
on society and nature. A future where cars take up 
less space will free up significant amounts of space 
for urban life. 

To succeed, it is necessary to strengthen the mobility 
hubs that consist of the metro stations Blindern and 
Oslo Science Park. It has been proposed to change 
the name of Oslo Science Park station to Oslo Science 
City station, strengthening and emphasizing the area’s 
identity. These stations will be the most important 
gateways to Oslo Science City. Fast and seamless 
connections will be established between these sta-
tions and the rest of Oslo Science City. In addition, 
one should establish a coordinating urban logistics 
hub that applies new climate-friendly technology for 
internal distribution of goods. The new ecosystem 
in Oslo Science City can show the way towards a 
sustainable and connected future city. 

Frees up space for nature and improves air quality
DOWNSCALING OF CAR TRAFFIC

In a future where Oslo Science City turns 
into a car-free neighbourhood, we can free 
up a lot of space and offer more intensive 
and better public use

At present, more than 30 percent of the land area 
of modern cities is dedicated to infrastructure. Roads 
and parking reduce public spaces and can have 
a negative impact on local communities and nature. 

CAR-FREE AREATRADITIONAL STREETS

Create safer environments for residents and 
offer safe access for necessary transport

Makes it possible to create car-free zones in the 
area and prioritize pedestrians, cyclists etc. 

COMMUNAL AREAS CREATE 
SAFER ENVIRONMENTS

BETTER CONNECTION 
TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT
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Stepwise introduction

We start by making the inner area of Oslo Science 
City car-free and fossile-free. Here, parking areas will 
be re-prioritized for other purposes that create more 
urban life. However, emergency vehicles, vehicles of 
people with a mobility handicap and autonomous 
buses/taxis will still be allowed in this area. In the 
next phase, there will be a gradual expansion of the 
car-free and fossile-free area and a transformation 
of parking areas into development sites or parking 
for shared electric mobility. Parking facilities will 
primarily be situated on the edge of the area, so that 
those who need a car still may use it. 

Urban logistics hubs will be introduced to deliver 
goods to the area in a climate-friendly way. Here, deli-
veries from different suppliers will be coordinated 
and forwarded for internal distribution by e-cargo 
bikes, e-delivery vans and autonomous vehicles/
robots to the different parts of Oslo Science City. 
There will also be an infrastructure for package deli-
veries by drone. By placing landing spots for drones 
on the roofs of high buildings, noise will be minimized 
for those who walk or engage in other activities at 
street level. Such solutions will provide efficient 
transport for time-critical goods, for example blood 
samples between health institutions.

Already in 2025, the vision is to establish a car-free central 
area through simple measures

CAR-FREE LOOP

shared streets

covered streets

streets

autonomous bus

logistic / delivery

fast lane for bikes

tram line

metro line

bus line

turvei

bridge / corridor

shared streets

covered streets

streets

autonomous bus

logistic / delivery

fast lane for bikes

tram line

metro line

bus line

turvei

bridge / corridor

shared streets

covered streets

streets

autonomous bus

logistic / delivery

fast lane for bikes

tram line

metro line

bus line

turvei

bridge / corridor

Today

Blindern

Gaustad

Forskningsparken

Focus on connecting the central area in phase 1 through 
a strong network of different mobility types. The Loop 
can be used as a testing arena for new mobility solutions

TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

Goods delivery zone

Life Science Building parking

dScience parking

Existing parking areas will be moved to the basement 
under the new buildings and thus free up space at 
street level for new construction. Existing parking areas 
are transformed into new development sites and 
green spaces

PARKING POTENTIAL

2025 2035/2045
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vehicular road

70

shared mobility

30

The streets of 
Oslo Science City

Through a set of streets that focus on the mobility 
solutions of the future, Oslo Science City will be 
transformed into the most efficient, safe and 
sustainable area in Norway. Streets will be trans-
formed from facilitating car traffic to new ways of 
moving that require less space. 

Slow car traffic

Emergency vehicles
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vehicular road
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pede�rian network

Parking

Autonomous 
buses

Hiking trail and 
express lane

Pedestrians, cyclists 
etc. – the Octopus 

Higher speed Logistics
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10.03.0 7.4 3.0PARKING
ROADTRAM TRACKSSIDEWALK SIDEWALK

3.05.6 3.06.43.0 8.0
SOFT

MOBILITY
PLAZA

FABLAB / COWORKING SPACE

CHARGING STATION
ROAD SIDEWALKTRAM TRACKSSIDEWALK

Transformation over time

By starting the transformation in the inner parts of 
Oslo Science City, a functional mobility system is 
established from day one. The system may function 
as a pilot project before other areas are transformed 
in Oslo Science City. This will also have transfer 
value for other urban areas. Over time, streets are 
transformed into places that are designed from the 
perspective of pedestrians and cyclists, and for a 
future where there is less car traffic that requires 
less space. 

2025Today

3.0 3.0 3.3 3.08.03.05.6
DENSIFICATION & PLAZASIDEWALKAUTONOMOUS

CAR LANE
SOFT MOBILITY BIKE SHARING

 STATION

PARKING FOR AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES

FABLAB / COWORKING SPACE

PLAZA SIDEWALK TRAM TRACKS
3.08.03.0 3.0 3.0 3.35.6

F&B/RETAIL

PLAZA
DATA CENTER

FABLAB / COWORKING SPACE

SIDEWALK TRAM TRACKSPLAZA CAR LANE SOFT MOBILITY BIKE SHARING
 STATION

2035 2035/2045
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A Strategy for Ring 3

Through a gradual transformation, Ring 3 is moved 
underground and the areas north and south of the 
ring are connected through urban structures and 
green corridors. In phase 1, a series of smaller green 
bridges is established that connect the two sides. 
Ring 3 is lowered by a few metres and Gaustadalléen 
is raised to allow pedestrians, cyclists and the tram 
to cross over. This strengthens Gaustadalléen as 
an urban street and brings Øvre Gaustad closer to 
Nedre Gaustad and the rest of Oslo Science City. 

By Phase 3 in 2045, a larger part of Ring 3 is placed 
underground to free up land for new urban develop-
ment, remove physical barriers and strengthen the 
green corridors through the area. 

By lowering the road at Ring 3, allowing  pedes-
trians, cyclists and the tram to cross over safely 
separately from car traffic, the connections in the 
area are strengthened, both in terms of buildings, 
traffic solutions and green areas. This allows the 
on-and-off ramps of Ring 3 to be reduced to simple 
and compact roundabouts. 

PHASE 1

PROPOSAL FOR STEPWISE 
TRANSFORMATION OF RING 3

The transformation is introduced gradually by first 
establishing multiple broad crossings over Ring 3. By 
2045, a larger part of Ring 3 is placed underground 
to free up land for new urban development, remove 
physical barriers and strengthen the green corridors 
through the area. 

+ 110.0

+ 98.0

+ 107.0 (Existing ring 3)

+ 95.0 (Lowered ring 3)

Klaus Torgaards vei

Existing landscape

Existing ring 3 (Bridge)

5 m fri height

PHASE 2 PHASE 3
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New solutions
Øvre Gaustad is located close to Nordmarka with a rich nature. This 
neighbourhood is centered around the hospital and health services, 
with an emphasis on patients, health and well-being. The nature in 
this neighbourhood is meditative, healing, lush and green. At the 
end of Gaustadalléen, which was revitalized a short time ago, an 
entry square will be established, connecting the different institutions 
and highlighting the neighbourhood’s identity in Oslo Science City. 
The neighbourhood is the end point of the new tram line, and for the 
autonomous bus that goes to Majorstuen. The square provides public 
functions, entrance areas, programs and open ground floors in the 
surrounding buildings. 

Gaustadalléen is transformed into a lively urban street that spans 
from the dScience Centre, past the Life Science Building and further 
up to the new, inviting square at Rikshospitalet. At Ring 3, the road 
will be elevated to cross the ring road. Existing and new buildings 
are opened at street level. The facades of buildings will improve the 
quality of the streets and create an urban road that connects the route 
down to Blindern station. 

In Oslo Science City, we strengthen the continuous green corridor 
that connects the surrounding nature areas with the city. Here, areas 
for activity and recreation will be introduced, transforming the green 
belt into an important attraction for all of Oslo. 

Blindern station will become an important hub where we propose the 
development of the dScience Centre. The building is multifunctional 
and gives the impression of two separate buildings with the Loop 
leading right through the centre. In the middle, an outdoor space will 
be established that may facilitate gatherings and larger events. By 
integrating the green element as a part of roof spaces and terraces, 
the building connects the green corridors from north to south. There 
will be views from the outside that make it possible to follow the 
activities of research and innovation actors inside the building. 

The present buildings for chemistry and mathematics have a key 
position in the Loop and the central area in Oslo Science City. The 
buildings are also located right on the Blindern axis that connects the 
campus to the green belt that stretches to Majorstua and further on 
to Frognerparken. We propose transforming these iconic buildings 
into a strong and multifunctional research and exhibition area for 
climate, energy and the environment. With their key position to the 
park in the south and the Loop in the north, we suggest opening the 
central intersection to the public, bringing the green elements into the 
centre. Buildings and outside spaces are transformed into exhibition 
areas and restaurants. Educational pavilions reach out into the park. 
Here, it will also be possible to arrange activities that promote future 
sustainability and innovation. 

We propose a pulsating and actively programmed park that connects 
the university and the new Marienlyst-development with Majorstua-lok-
ket, the area that will be freed up for development once Majorstuen 
station is placed underground. The park may exploit connections with 
Chateau Neuf and will provide areas for music and events. 

Øvre Gaustad

Gaustadalléen

The green belt

dScience

Oslo Sustainability Centre

Active park

By lowering the road at parts of Ring 3 so that pedestrians, cyclists 
and the tram can cross over, the overall coherence of the area will be 
improved, both with regards to buildings, traffic solutions and green 
corridors. This presupposes that it is possible to reduce the on-and-off 
ramp to Ring 3 to a simple, compact roundabout. The transformation 
happens gradually by first building multiple broad crossings over Ring 
3. Within 2045, we propose that a larger part of Ring 3 is put under-
ground to free up land for new urban development, remove physical 
barriers and strengthen the green corridors through the area. 

By connecting and downscaling Sognsveien, across Ring 3, we can create 
a green urban space that connects the neighbourhoods on each side. The 
urban space between the new NGI development and Ullevaal stadium is 
developed with urban space functions, unifying urban space design and 
a reduction in traffic passing through the area. At the same time, a new 
tram loop is established around Ullevål and Sognsveien 80, ending at the 
hospital. This expands public transport options in the area and connects 
it more closely with the rest of Oslo and Oslo Science City. 

At Oslo Science City station, a strong traffic hub will be established, 
connecting metro and tram lines, autonomous public transport options 
and a knowledge-based commercial district with high density and an 
urban character. Oslo Science City station will be developed with high 
towers on each side of the tracks, with a joint floor and ground level.

At the intersection of the connecting street towards Oslo Science Park, 
we find the House of Democracy and the open square. It is located in 
the middle of the central area. Here, a new multifunctional innovation 
hub with research on societal innovation, democratic development 
and inclusion is being planned. At the same time, a new square will be 
established to gather people for open debates, political events, cultural 
events, professional gatherings and more.

Frederikke square will be turned into a playful and lively urban area. By the 
activities will be drawn outside and become more visible. By working with 
the square’s topography, we can open up premises that have earlier been 
at basement level into open facades with daylight and accessibility for 
all. The height difference will result in a more intimate experience of the 
space, while the open space will also be preserved for larger gatherings 
of people and bigger events. 

Today, there is a strong innovation park being developed with close links 
to Radiumhospitalet. In time, the existing concept will generate a strong 
presence of Big Pharma, more research activity, space for companies 
that outgrow the incubator, more teaching, science hotels, etc. Currently, 
Campus Radiumhospitalet lacks proper “urban life” and needs more 
meeting places. In our concept, this is solved through efficient mobility 
solutions. 

Each trip can be tailor-made with seamlessly integrated, shared, safe and 
practical mobility solutions. This can be achieved by developing mobility 
solutions such as bicycle sharing, micro mobility, electric car sharing in 
addition to public transport options. With public transport becoming 
increasingly autonomous, the range of services can be improved and new 
services for transport on demand taken into use. There will be more fre-
quent departures and more routes, which will provide better connections 
both within the area and the rest of the city. An autonomous bus route will 
be established that acts as a horizontal “elevator” to connect different 
areas in Oslo Science City and makes it easy to change between different 
modes of transport. The public transport system with the metro, tram and 
heavily used bus routes will continue to be important in servicing large 
travel flows in a way that does not take up unnecessary space.

Ring 3

Ullevål campus

Oslo Science City station

House of Democracy and open square

Frederikkeplassen

Mobility

Campus Radiumhospitalet
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A lready today, there are several development plans 
in Oslo Science City. Key projects such as the Life 
Science Building have already started up. Through 

a mapping of available sites in Oslo Science City, it has 
been defined where the largest potential for development 
is located, and how quickly this development may evolve. 

Phases in the 
development 
of the area

A3 1:10,000

2045

2025
2035

ONGOING PROJECTS 
AND PLANS

Estimated completion 
of projects in Oslo 
Science City by 2025, 
2035 and 2045

A3 1:10,000

There is a large development 
potential in open plots, 
on sites around existing 
buildings (infill) and on 
existing buildings (onfill)

ONFILL
INFILL
OPEN PLOT

OPEN AND PROPOSED 
PLOTS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT

Estimated completion 
of projects in Oslo 
Science City by 2025, 
2035 and 2045

PHASE 1
PHASE 2
PHASE 3

PHASE PLANNING

A3 1:10,000
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O slo Science City has a unique location 
in walking distance from the city centre 
of Oslo, and in direct access to 430 km2 

of nature areas in Nordmarka. The district is large 
and can accommodate major development pro-
jects. There are land areas that can be developed 
with both urban and green qualities. 

The University of Oslo, Oslo University Hospital, 
SINTEF, NGI, Oslo Science Park, Oslo Cancer 
Cluster, the enterprises in the district, start-ups, 
a number of research institutes and knowled-
ge-based organizations create critical mass as 
a basis for further development. The innovation 
district represents a unique opportunity to weave 
the business community and various functions 
of urban life together with strong knowledge 
communities in a compact district. 

Transformation 
into a new and 
vibrant district
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Sustainability:
10 ambitions
O slo Science City must build on sustainability 

principles along all paths and dimensions. 
We have established 10 ambitions for 

sustainable development in Oslo Science City. 
These ambitions have been defined through a 
comprehensive co-creation process with those 
who work in Oslo Science City on matters of sustai-
nability. The ambitions must be further developed, 
to provide a common ambition and something to 
aspire to. The recommendations may function as a 
basis for the development of sustainability criteria 
for those located in the area. 

01 Contribute to the development of an innovation 
district adapted to a changing climate. The area must 
withstand future climate change, and the impact of 
climate must be handled in a way that makes Oslo 
Science City an area that is safe to work and move 
around in. Solutions should be developed on natu-
re’s terms, buildings must be resilient, and surface 
water will be treated as a resource in our green and 
recreation areas. 

02 Work to reach the goal of becoming a 
zero-emission area. Our objective is to reduce direct 
and indirect greenhouse gas emissions in line with 
the Paris Agreement. To create a zero-emission area, 
we must invest in energy efficiency and local energy 
production. We need to see the buildings in a holistic 
perspective and have good zero-emission solutions 
in all development phases of the area. It should for 
example be easy to choose zero-emission solutions 

in the construction process, the operational phase 
and when selecting materials. It must also be easy 
to make emission-free choices with regards to 
transport and mobility solutions both to and from 
and within the area. It should be attractive to walk 
or cycle. 

03 Take circular economy principles into use in all 
activities. We must think and act according to these 
principles when developing the innovation district 
into an integrated part of the City of Oslo’s climate 
strategy. By collaborating, we will establish circular 
processes at all stages in the innovation district 
with regards to both physical and consumption-re-
lated solutions. Upcycling, re-use, reparations, local 
production, reduced use of disposable items and 
less food waste will contribute to developing new 
services, a good selection of locally and regionally 
sourced products and inclusive meeting places in 
the urban environment. 

04 Share resources, on an individual and collective 
level. Both knowledge, data, assets, spaces, costs 
and services must be included in the development 
of new sharing solutions in the district. We want to 
improve access to shared solutions within mobility, 
technical installations, digital solutions, office and 
laboratory facilities, auditoriums, cafeterias, lobbies 
and other common areas. 

05  Preserve nature, existing buildings and resour-
ces. We want to preserve as much as possible, and 

it should always be considered whether it is possible 
to achieve better utilization of existing buildings and 
infrastructure, as well as preservation of nature, 
before development on open plots is started or 
buildings are demolished. Active transformation of 
existing structures, onfill and infill, as well as re-use 
of masses, materials, constructions and organic 
resources must be part of the solution. New mea-
sures must be adaptable, environmentally friendly 
and re-usable. 

06 Provide good access to green areas and public 
spaces that promote recreation, public health and 
biological diversity. The development must be in 
line with Oslo’s principles on Blue Green Factor 
(BGF) and promote the establishment of contiguous 
blue green areas that function as inclusive public 
spaces and do not result in exclusion. The green 
areas will preserve and strengthen habitats that are 
meaningful and functional for all that lives. Nature 
and park areas should promote public health by 
facilitating physical activity, mental hygiene, learning 
and meeting between people. 

07 Invest in a social infrastructure that creates a 
good urban life for all. There must be a continuous 
infrastructure of walkways, public spaces, meeting 
places and common services that are accessible 
to all. All actors must provide people with a reason 
to come, travel in or through the area. By facilitating 
different activities at different parts of the day, we 
will create an inclusive area that is experienced as 
safe for everyone. Common ownership to land areas 
must be secured, allowing the innovation district 
to offer accessible and free spaces in the city. A 
participation plan should be developed and the 

users of the area should be involved in development 
of solutions. 

08 Develop solutions on nature’s terms. Nature- 
based solutions will be applied, inspired and suppor-
ted by nature. They represent natural solutions to 
environmental and climate-related challenges in the 
area. Ecosystem services that protect or restore 
nature need to be developed. User support must be 
established that helps reduce barriers related to the 
use of nature-based solutions. 

09 Always highlight good initiatives and carry out 
measures that support each other. We must motivate 
each other to innovate and collaborate to reduce 
consumption and emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The five main actors in the innovation ecosystem 
must be actively involved in all initiatives: capital, the 
public sector, the business community, expertise and 
entrepreneurs. It is important to carry out initiatives 
that are supportive. 

09 Allocate sufficient resources to develop an experi-
mental and creative “sandbox” for the development of 
collaboration projects to reach the UN’s sustainability 
goals. There should always be small and large innova-
tion projects running across institutions, enterprises 
and property boundaries in Oslo Science City, with 
the goal of creating innovative and co-financed con-
crete sustainability solutions in the innovation district. 
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T

Main street

Main street – upgraded connections

City streets

City streets – upgraded connections

Other urban connections

Upgraded connections

Network of hiking trails

Network of hiking trails – upgraded connections

Other green connections

River/stream

River/stream – re-opening

Green – regulated/secured

Green - other

Green – development as a park

Existing urban space

New urban spaces

New urban spaces – development of urban spaces

Mobility hub

Metro

Metro station

Tram

Future mobility system

Programmatic centre of gravity

T

3

The general recommendations in the feasibility 
study suggests a network of streets, hiking 
trails, urban spaces, mobility systems and 

blue-green structures. Streets and urban spaces are 
given a hierarchical classification based on function, 
role and local characteristics. The purpose of this 
approach is twofold: 

• To divide the innovation district into attractive  
 neighbourhoods, quarters and sub-areas
•  To connect the individual areas to each other  
 and the rest of the city with special emphasis  
 on green mobility

Together, this will generate an innovation district 
with distinctive sub-areas, being a part of a bigger 
urban context. The recommendation map shows 
how these structuring efforts are distributed in the 
innovation district. 
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1.  NGI Campus Ullevål
2. Life Science Building
3. dScience
4. House of Democracy
5. Library
6. Oslo Sustainability Centre
7. Marienlyst
8. Chateau Neuf

Recommendation 
map



OSLO SCIENCE CITY  144 145

20
21

20
25

20
35

20
45

To
da

y
20

30
20

40

Ph
as

e 
1

Ph
as

e 
2

Ph
as

e 
3

Ph
as

e 
1

46
2 

25
9 

m
2

Ph
as

e 
2

1 
30

9 
52

9 
m

2

Ph
as

e 
3 

14
17

32
9 

m
2

Ar
ea

 m
2

A
R

EA
P

lo
t

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n

P
ub

lic
H

ou
si

ng
O

ffi
ce

S
S

C
*

P
ub

lic
H

ou
si

ng
O

ffi
ce

S
S

C
*

P
ub

lic
H

ou
si

ng
O

ffi
ce

S
S

C
*

S
um

 n
ew

027841
telatipsohski

R
1

A
14

87
20

00033
su

mo
D

5
A/4

A/3
A

33
00

0
00473

ssalpsgnirekra
P

6
A

37
40

0
A

9
B

en
si

ns
ta

sj
on

00083
00083

00551
ssalpsgnirekra

P
01

A
15

50
0

A
11

In
du

st
rib

yg
g

40
50

0
40

50
0 00415

00411
0008

00023
08

neievsngo
S

21
A

00242
suhekys

datsua
G

31
A

24
20

0
A

14
 (n

ew
)

A
dd

ed
 v

ol
um

e 
00082

00081
00001

D
SE

C
TI

O
N

 B
 –

 N
ED

R
E 

G
A

U
ST

A
D

10
00

00
Li

fe
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

B
ld

.
2

B
10

00
00

00063
.ts

nekrapsgninksroF
3

B
36

00
0

B
5/

B
6

M
in

aL
ab

/R
ad

on
la

b
00001

00001
00132

nekrapsgninksroF
8

B
23

10
0

00542
ecneics

D
9

B
24

50
0

B
10

O
do

nt
ol

og
y

00044
00044

B
11

K
in

de
rg

ar
de

n
00001

00001
B

12
O

U
S

 F
or

sk
ni

ng
sv

ei
en

0003
0003

00341
fetni

S
51

B/41
B

14
30

0
B

16
In

st
 fo

r P
sy

ch
ol

og
y

00021
00021

00023
sup

ma
C I

G
N

02
B

32
00

0
B

21
Ta

ng
en

te
n

0
0007

00013
U

lle
va

al
 s

ta
di

um
22

B
38

00
0

00441
O

ut
er

 ri
ng

32
B

14
40

0 0033
0081

0051
A

dd
ed

 v
ol

um
e

B
23

 (n
ew

)

D
EL

O
M

R
Å

D
E 

C
 - 

B
LI

N
D

ER
N

0022
00013

gnirekrap
go

nel
P

1
C

33
20

0
C

2
B

ar
ne

ha
ge

 v
ed

 S
V

0008
0008

C
3

S
tu

de
nt

er
pa

rk
er

in
ge

n
25

00
0

68
00

20
00

33
80

0
C

4
Fo

rs
ke

rb
ol

ig
er

80
00

80
00

C
5

K
ra

tt 
ve

d 
K

B
H

00091
00091

0055
0054

gilob/gninsivredn
U

6
C

10
00

0
C

7
Te

ol
og

is
k 

fa
ku

lte
t

00081
00081

C
8

P
ar

ke
rin

g 
og

 v
ar

em
ot

ta
k

65
00

65
00

0002
00085

ttutitsni
ksigolroete

M
9

C
60

00
0

0006
suh

stdnu
Streli

E
01

C
60

00
C

11
K

ris
tin

e 
B

on
ne

vi
es

 h
us

00021
00021

C
12

K
je

m
ib

yg
ni

ng
en

10
00

0
00071

0007
0049

051
052

053
0568

netropnrednil
B

31
C

00011
regilobreksroF

41
C

11
00

0
0056

0021
mulo

VtrøfliT
)

Y
N(

51
C

77
00

D
EL

O
M

R
Å

D
E 

D
 - 

M
A

R
IE

N
LY

ST

006171
00583

00572
00650 1

tsylneira
M

K
R

N
1

D
0052

mulo
VtrøfliT

)
Y

N(
2

D
25

00

D
EL

O
M

R
Å

D
E 

E 
- M

A
JO

R
ST

U
EN

050611
02761

05016
08173

0011
neutsroja

M
1

E E
2

C
ha

te
au

 N
eu

f
0002

0002
E

3
M

en
ig

he
ts

fa
ku

lte
te

t
0

E
4

M
us

ik
kh

øy
sk

ol
en

0
E

5
P

ol
iti

hø
ys

ko
le

n
0

E
6

K
irk

ev
. B

en
si

ns
t.

0

D
EL

O
M

R
Å

D
E 

F 
- O

sl
o 

C
an

ce
r C

lu
st

er

F1
R

ad
iu

m
ho

sp
ita

le
t

44
25

9
44

25
9

00004
25

nessuahcnrell
U

2F
40

00
0

TO
TA

L 
PR

. F
A

SE
O

ffe
nt

lig
B

ol
ig

K
on

to
r

FB
K

O
ffe

nt
lig

B
ol

ig
K

on
to

r
FB

K
O

ffe
nt

lig
B

ol
ig

K
on

to
r

FB
K

S
um

 n
yt

t
54

25
9

44
65

0
37

76
00

18
75

0
32

69
20

21
90

30
23

25
50

68
77

0
0

18
80

0
56

00
0

0

9237141
00847

3
esaF

072748
2

esaF
49

52
59

1
esaF

TO
TA

L 
A

LL
E 

FA
SE

R
* 

A
re

al
er

 e
r b

as
se

rt 
på

 g
ro

ve
 B

TA
 a

re
al

er
 o

ve
r b

ak
ke

ni
vå

O
ffe

nt
lig

38
11

79
* 

A
re

al
er

 i 
ta

be
ll 

er
 b

as
er

t p
å 

til
fø

rt/
ny

tt 
vo

lu
m

. P
å 

to
m

te
r h

vo
r d

et
 e

r e
ks

is
te

re
nd

e 
vo

lu
m

, f
or

ut
se

tte
s 

de
 e

nt
en

 re
ve

t e
lle

r i
nn

gå
r i

kk
e 

i t
ab

el
l.

B
ol

ig
28

24
80

* 
D

et
 e

r l
ag

t e
n 

om
re

gn
in

gs
fa

kt
or

 fr
a 

B
R

A
 ti

l B
TA

 p
å 

1.
1 

til
 g

ru
nn

 p
å 

to
m

te
r h

vo
r v

i k
un

 h
ar

 h
at

t t
ilg

an
g 

på
 B

R
A

 a
re

al
er

K
on

to
r

63
31

50
* 

H
vo

r d
et

 ik
ke

 h
ar

 fr
em

gå
tt 

en
 ty

de
lig

 p
ro

gr
am

sp
es

ifi
se

rin
g 

ha
r v

i b
er

eg
ne

t F
B

K
 a

re
al

 u
t f

ra
 5

0 
%

 a
v 

by
gg

et
s 

fo
ta

vt
ry

kk
 p

å 
no

en
 to

m
te

r.
FB

K
87

52
0

* 
I o

ffe
nt

lig
 fo

rm
ål

 in
ng

år
 p

ro
gr

am
m

er
 s

om
 h

os
pi

ta
l, 

un
de

rv
is

ni
ng

, b
ar

ne
ha

ge
r o

sv
.

PH
A

SE
 3

PH
A

SE
 2

PH
A

SE
 1

SE
C

TI
O

N
 A

 –
 Ø

VR
E 

G
A

U
ST

A
D

SI
ZE

 D
IS

TR
IB

U
TI

O
N

 

Report 0411.indd   142Report 0411.indd   142 04/11/2021   21:5604/11/2021   21:56

A
R

EA
L

To
m

t
B

es
kr

iv
el

se
O

ffe
nt

lig
B

ol
ig

K
on

to
r

FB
K

O
ffe

nt
lig

B
ol

ig
K

on
to

r
FB

K
O

ffe
nt

lig
B

ol
ig

K
on

to
r

FB
K

S
um

 n
yt

t

027841
telatipsohski

R
1

A
14

87
20

00033
su

mo
D

5
A/4

A/3
A

33
00

0
00473

ssalpsgnirekra
P

6
A

37
40

0
A

9
B

en
si

ns
ta

sj
on

00083
00083

00551
ssalpsgnirekra

P
01

A
15

50
0

A
11

In
du

st
rib

yg
g

40
50

0
40

50
0 00415

00411
0008

00023
08

neievsngo
S

21
A

00242
suhekys

datsua
G

31
A

24
20

0
A

14
(N

y)
Ti

lfø
rt 

vo
lu

m
 

00082
00081

00001

D
EL

O
M

R
Å

D
E 

B
 - 

N
ED

R
E 

G
A

U
ST

A
D

10
00

00
teggybspaksnetivsviL

2
B

10
00

00
00063

.ts
nekrapsgninksroF

3
B

36
00

0
B

5/
B

6
M

in
aL

ab
/R

ad
on

la
b

00001
00001

00132
nekrapsgninksroF

8
B

23
10

0
00542

ecneics
D

9
B

24
50

0
B

10
O

do
nt

ol
og

i
00044

00044
B

11
B

ar
ne

ha
ge

00001
00001

B
12

O
U

S
 F

or
sk

ni
ng

sv
ei

en
0003

0003
00341

fetni
S

51
B/41

B
14

30
0

B
16

P
sy

ko
lo

gi
sk

 in
st

itu
t

00021
00021

00023
sup

ma
C I

G
N

02
B

32
00

0
B

21
Ta

ng
en

te
n

0
0007

00013
noidatslaavell

U
22

B
38

00
0

00441
ggyb

ert
Y

32
B

14
40

0 0033
0081

0051
mulovtrøfliT

)
Y

N(32
B SE

C
TI

O
N

 C
 –

 B
LI

N
D

ER
N

0022
00013

La
w

n 
an

d 
pa

rk
in

g
1

C
33

20
0

C
2

K
in

de
rg

ar
de

n
0008

0008
C

3
S

tu
de

nt
 p

ar
ki

ng
25

00
0

68
00

20
00

33
80

0
C

4
S

ci
en

tis
t h

ou
si

ng
80

00
80

00
C

5
B

us
h 

at
 K

B
H

00091
00091

0055
0054

E
du

ca
tio

n/
H

ou
si

ng
6

C
10

00
0

C
7

Fa
c.

 o
f T

he
ol

og
y

00081
00081

C
8

P
ar

ki
ng

 a
nd

 lo
gi

st
ic

s
65

00
65

00
0002

00085
M

et
eo

rlo
gi

ca
l I

ns
t.

9
C

60
00

0
0006

E
ile

rt 
S

un
dt

 h
ou

se
01

C
60

00
C

11
K

ris
tin

e 
B

on
ne

vi
e 

ho
us

e
00021

00021
C

12
C

he
m

is
try

 H
.

10
00

0
00071

0007
0049

051
052

053
0568

B
lin

de
rn

 g
at

e
31

C
00011

S
ci

en
tis

t h
ou

si
ng

41
C

11
00

0
0056

0021
A

dd
ed

 v
ol

um
e

)
Y

N(
51

C
77

00

SE
C

TI
O

N
 D

 –
 M

A
R

IE
N

LY
ST

006171
00583

00572
00650 1

tsylneira
M

K
R

N
1

D
0052

A
dd

ed
 v

ol
um

e
D

2 
(n

ew
)

25
00

SE
C

TO
IN

 E
 –

 M
A

JO
R

ST
U

EN

050611
02761

05016
08173

0011
neutsroja

M
1

E E
2

C
ha

te
au

 N
eu

f
0002

0002
E

3
M

F 
fa

cu
lty

0
E

4
S

ch
oo

l o
f M

us
ic

0
E

5
P

ol
ic

e 
ac

ad
em

y
0

E
6

G
as

 s
ta

tio
n

0

SE
C

TI
O

N
 F

 –
 O

sl
o 

C
an

ce
r C

lu
st

er

F1
R

ad
iu

m
ho

sp
ita

le
t

44
25

9
44

25
9

00004
25

nessuahcnrell
U

2F
40

00
0

TO
TA

L 
PR

. P
H

A
SE

P
ub

lic
H

ou
si

ng
O

ffi
ce

S
S

C
*

P
ub

lic
H

ou
si

ng
O

ffi
ce

S
S

C
*

P
ub

lic
H

ou
si

ng
O

ffi
ce

S
S

C
*

To
ta

l n
ew

54
25

9
44

65
0

37
76

00
18

75
0

32
69

20
21

90
30

23
25

50
68

77
0

0
18

80
0

56
00

0
0

9237141
00847

3
esaF

072748
2

esaF
49

52
59

1
esaF

TO
TA

L 
A

LL
 P

H
A

SE
S

P
ub

lic
38

11
79

H
ou

si
ng

28
24

80
O

ffi
ce

63
31

50
FB

K
87

52
0

• F
ig

ur
es

 a
re

 b
as

ed
 o

m
 g

ro
os

e 
es

tim
at

es
 o

f g
ro

ss
 s

qu
ar

e 
m

et
er

s 
ab

ov
e 

gr
ou

nd
• F

ig
ur

es
 a

re
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

ad
de

d 
vo

lu
m

es
. W

he
re

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 s

ta
nd

 to
da

y,
 v

ol
um

es
 a

re
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

xi
si

tn
g 

bu
ild

in
g.

 
 

 
 

• W
e 

em
pl

y 
a 

re
ca

lc
ul

at
io

n 
fo

rm
ul

a 
of

 1
.1

 o
m

 s
ite

s 
w

he
re

 w
e 

on
ly

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 u

sa
bl

e 
flo

or
 s

pa
ce

 (B
R

A
)  

 
• F

B
K

 is
 c

al
cu

la
te

d 
ar

ea
l b

as
ed

 o
n 

50
%

 o
f t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 fo
ot

pr
in

t w
he

re
ve

r w
e 

la
ck

 e
xp

lic
it 

es
tim

at
es

 
 

 
 

• P
ub

lic
 p

ur
po

se
s 

in
cl

ud
e 

ho
sp

ita
ls

, e
du

ca
tio

n,
 k

in
de

rg
ar

de
ns

 e
tc

. 
 

3
ES

AF
2

ES
AF

1
ES

AF

D
EL

O
M

R
Å

D
E 

A
 - 

Ø
VR

E 
G

A
U

ST
A

D

A
R

EA
LO

VE
R

SI
K

T 

Report 0411.indd   143Report 0411.indd   143 04/11/2021   21:5604/11/2021   21:56

An
 es

tim
at

io
n 

of
 si

te
s 

an
d 

bu
ild

in
g



Experiences from innovation districts in other 
countries show that investor communities 
are developing strong interest in this type of 

environments. Both seed and venture capital funds, 
private investors and corporate ventures like to esta-
blish themselves in close proximity to knowledge 
districts to forge bonds with the best entrepreneurs 
and the most promising growth companies. Here, 
they find innovations in incubators, accelerators, 
TTOs and various entrepreneurial ecosystems. 
When it comes to real estate, the development of 
buildings and premises for innovation actors creates 
exciting and solid environments that result in rising 
rental prices over time. 

INCREASED ACCESS TO RISK CAPITAL
In our future vision for Oslo Science City, we have 
made room for a unique interaction between an ever 
growing number of research-intensive enterprises, 
strong expert communities at the university and 
dynamic start-up ecosystems. Arenas and meeting 
places are being established where investors are 
active and close to the knowledge communities. 
Some of the most attractive areas and premises 
are dedicated to start-up ecosystems and growth 
companies. In this way, we highlight the opportu-
nities in the district, and investors get access to a 
potentially large and valuable deal-flow. We envi-
sage a cluster of investment firms in the central area. 

A dynamic innovation district is built on 
growth companies, entrepreneurs and 
knowledge communities that all need 
good access to capital. Without capital, 
the development of ideas, technologies 
and business concepts will stagnate. 

More specialized players may find it more expedient 
to establish themselves in the centres that originate 
from the four gravitational fields in the district. 

Norwegian investors will be strongly represented 
in Oslo Science City. Also, it is a clear ambition to 
attract competent seed and venture investors from 
the Nordic countries and the rest of Europe. They 
may cooperate extensively with Norwegian authori-
ties with the objective of benefiting to a much larger 
extent from the European schemes for innovation 
support and early phase investments. Investors, 
startups and scale ups should also work closely 
with Norwegian banks, to ensure that Norway effi-
ciently utilizes European schemes for risk loans to 
early-stage companies. When a knowledge pool 
reaches this size, close links should be established 
with relevant public policy agencies like Investinor, 
Innovation Norway, Nysnø and Argentum. They 
should be strongly represented in Oslo Science City. 
The investment teams of the research institutions 
will also contribute with competent capital for inno-
vation and growth. 

We now see a clear tendency for where larger 
private equity funds and corporate investors show 
interest in investing in venture cases around larger 
research communities. An growing share of the 
growth in large enterprises can be ascribed to their 
ability to obtain technologies and solutions that 
are developed outside the company. The larger 
enterprises must therefore cooperate closely with 
the research communities and innovators in the 
early-stage companies. Within Medtech, IT and 
Cleantech, this pattern is already clearly visible. 
Those who invest in larger enterprises – for example 
expansion funds and buy-out funds – must join this 
investment model. The easiest way is to be localized 
in Oslo Science City. 

ATTRACTIVE FOR REAL ESTATE INVESTORS
In real estate, we also see growing interest for invest-
ment in knowledge buildings and properties utilized 
for innovation districts and industry clusters. Such 
properties attract tenants with a high ability to pay, 
especially when the properties have a central loca-
tion in major cities. The buildings in Oslo Science 
City are prominent examples for such objects. In 

recent years, we have seen that large Nordic and 
international real estate players have increased their 
exposure to such buildings and associated infra-
structure. Real estate players such as Technopolis, 
SBB Norden and Balder are good examples for this 
type of investor. Siva Eiendom has played a key role 
in the development of such infrastructure in Norway, 
including the establishment of Oslo Cancer Cluster. 

In the near future, we are sure that Oslo Science City 
will have a rich flora of property developers, property 
managers and investors. Both national, municipal 
and private actors will contribute to a profitable and 
liquid market for property transactions. 
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FULL SPEED AHEAD 
FOR INVESTORS IN OSLO 
SCIENCE CITY

Compared to the situation ten years ago, we 
now see a much higher pace in investment 
activity around innovation communities at the 
University of Oslo, Oslo University Hospital 
and the research institutes in the district. We 
now see the evolution of a totally different 
culture with regards to commercialization 
and collaboration with the business and 
industry sector. The start-up companies in 
Oslo Cancer Cluster, on the premises of Oslo 
Tech, at the incubator Aleap, Startuplab and 
the TTOs Inven2 and SINTEF TTO are now 
getting high attention in the capital markets. 
So far, it is mainly the early-stage companies 
within life sciences that have sky-rocketed in 
Oslo Science City. Companies such as Nordic 
Nanovector, Algeta, Vaccibody, Epiguard and 
Ultimovax have all received intense internati-
onal attention and display a fantastic growth 
curve in recent years. Yet, other entrepreneurs 
within IT, sensor technology and cleantech 
are now demonstrating that there is a wide 
range of potential for commercialization. 
Companies such as Spacemaker, Ardoq, 
Kahoot, Elliptic Labs, Airthings, Remarkable 
and Zwipe have either been listed on the 
stock exchange,  sold to larger companies or 
received substantial amounts of fresh capital. 



This feasibility study shows that Oslo Science 
City can be developed into a unique and 
internationally leading innovation district. 
Based on the City of Oslo’s campus strategy, 
the board of Oslo Science City has developed 
an ambitious strategy where the interaction 
between knowledge development, business 
development and urban development will 
provide the basis for innovation, value 
creation and new jobs. The feasibility study 
facilitates precisely this kind of interaction 
and cooperation. It describes a mobilization 
of knowledge with significant positive ripple 
effects for the whole country. 

THE FEASIBLITY STUDY SERVES 
THREE IMPORTANT PURPOSES

The feasibility study contributes to: 
• Highlighting the potential that lies in the   
 development of a dynamic innovation   
district, and to position Oslo Science City both   
nationally and internationally 
•  Establishing a knowledge base for the   
 development of Oslo as a knowledge capital
•  Developing a basis for strategic choice of   
 direction for actors, owners and stakeholders 
 in Oslo Science City

The purpose of the feasibility study is to inspire as 
many people as possible to discuss how this part 
of the city can become a national power centre for 
knowledge, innovation and the development of new 
sustainable solutions. 

The solutions, concepts and the concrete plans are 
ambitious. Oslo Science City is meant to offer an 
opportunity space that will put Oslo, Norway and 
the Nordic region on the world’s innovation map. The 
new innovation district will raise the attractiveness 
of Oslo and Norway for international students and 
research communities, large and small enterprises, 
investors and actors in the public sector. Achieving 
a critical mass of key functions is not a goal in itself, 
but a crucial tool to create the dynamics that are 
needed to make innovation districts function as 
engines for creativity and innovation. 

ESTABLISHING STRONG TIES TO BUSINESSES 
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

A well-functioning Oslo Science City requires that 
knowledge-intensive enterprises locate in the area. 
Property developers, investor and lenders should 
wish to finance necessary development. Innovation 
districts are often established through a series of 
profitable construction and development projects 
that are tied together in a larger and multifunctional 
concept. This way, project financing allows the par-
ticipation of both public and private, international, 
national and local actors. 

A systematic effort must be made to raise the 
awareness of how attractive the area is. A series of 
workshops with different actors in the district has 
shown strong willingness to help realize the high 
ambitions for the area. 

FURTHER DEVELOP THE WORK WITH THE 
THEMATIC GRAVITATIONAL FIELDS

A dynamic innovation district must build on strong 
expert communities. In the future, one should 
invite to thematic collaboration between research 
communities, students, businesses and the public 
sector. The study of the four gravitational fields has 
revealed that there are numerous ways to streng-
then interdisciplinary work, collaboration between 
the institutions in the area, as well as between the 
knowledge communities, the private and the public 
sector.

It should be communicated clearly that Oslo Science 
City is meant to be a platform for such collaboration, 
through targeted programs and signature events 
that bring actors and interested parties together. 

A NATIONAL PROJECT WITH POSITIVE RIPPLE 
EFFECTS FOR THE WHOLE COUNTRY

Oslo Science City must become an open and invi-
ting innovation district and establish strong links 
to expert communities and enterprises all over the 
country. It is important to create lasting relations 
with the knowledge and innovation communities in 
the rest of the country, and ties should be developed 
to small and medium-sized knowledge-intensive 
enterprises in all regions. 

ESTABLISH A CLEAR STEPWISE STRATEGY 
THAT UNITES OWNERS FOR A SHARED GOAL

The feasibility study employs a holistic perspective 
on the development of the area that is comprised 
by Oslo Science City. It highlights the potential 
through a stepwise development of the area, where 
existing projects fit well together with new plans. 
Oslo Science City should establish a stepwise 
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development strategy where the members of Oslo 
Science City are in agreement on key operational 
goals and frameworks. 

OSLO SCIENCE CITY MUST BE AN INCLUSIVE 
INNOVATION DISTRICT

Oslo Science City is meant to be a learning arena and 
platform for education and knowledge development 
for the population of the whole city. The cooperation 
with schools and the primary healthcare service of 
Oslo, and an active collaboration with key actors in 
the culture sector will contribute to the innovation 
district. One should establish close cooperation 
with the city and its residents. Openness must be a 
key characteristic of the developments in the future. 
Debates and a variety of suggestions should be 
inspired and stimulated. 

A GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE 
INNOVATION DISTRICT

Oslo is a green city.  This should also be a trade-
mark of Oslo Science City, through large and small 
solutions that together show the way towards a 
sustainable future. The feasibility study has emp-
hasized the green corridor that can be developed to 
connect the centre of the city with the green nature 
areas that surround the city. Biomass in the area will 
be increased, nature is pulled into and between the 
buildings, and nature-based solutions for climate 
adaptation will be established as a general feature. 
Oslo Science City must be a testing arena for new, 
innovative, sustainable solutions and models. It 
should demonstrate urban development on nature’s 
terms in practice. 

Simen Kjellin, UiO
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