
Globalization and a new World Order: 

Consequences for Security 

Professor Kjell A. Eliassen 

Centre for European and Asian Studies 

 



Definitions 

• New World Order 

• A concept used by US President Woodrow Wilson to describe a vision of 

world order after the World War I. Also used to refer to George H. W. Bush’s 

vision of a post-Cold War world and to the post-9/11 geopolitical landscape.  

• Bipolar World  

• A term describing the balance of power between USA and USSR during the 

Cold War. 



Definitions 

• Unipolar World  

• The post-Cold War international system is considered being unipolar with 

United States as a sole great power until the middle of 2000s. Also referred 

to as American hegemony.  

• Multipolar World 

• A term used to describe the world order with three or more, both competing 

and cooperating, powers. Historical examples of such are the Eastern 

Mediterranean Hellenistic kingdoms of the 3rd century BCE and the “Concert 

of Europe” in 19th century.  

 



The New Global Order 

• New Powers and Old Conflicts 

• From G8 to G20 

• The Rise of China and India 

• Weakened Role of US and EU 

• Environmental Challenges and Global Warming on the top of the 

agenda 

• China in Africa – the New Colonialism? 

• Shifts in the Location of Production 

• Clash between civilizations 



The New Global Order 

•  Two salient theories of the 1990s 

• The history of conflict of ideologies has ended with the end of the Cold 

War; Western liberal democracy is the final and universal form of human 

government (Fukuyama 1989). 

• Culture and religion will be the primary source of conflict in the post-Cold 

War world; the clash of ideologies will transform into the clash of 

civilizations (Huntington 1993). 



The New Global Order 

• Is there a fitting theory that can explain the world as we see 

it today? 

• Contemporary views on Huntington and Fukuyama 

• The theories do not stand, but they were important contributions to 

understanding conflicts we see today 

• Huntington was closer to predicting correct political development than 

Fukuyama, but he was only partly right: 

• There is a conflict within civilizations, rather than between them. 

 

 



The New Global Order 

• The elements of contemporary order: 

 

• Identity and nation-state 

• Polarity and the collectivization of security 

• The organization of production and exchange 

• Multilateral management and governance 

• Regionalism 

• The liberal rights order 

• North-South and the two world orders 



Global Drivers 

• Digital Revolution 

• The Failure of the Doha Round 

 The Main Reason – US vz China and India on farming 

• Inter Regional FTAs 

• The Financial Crises 

• The Climate Action Failure 

• The Drive for Raw Materials and Energy 



G 8 and G 20 

 G 7 and G 8 

 BRICS 

 Attempts to Create a G13 

 After Financial Crises the 

new role of G 20 

 The role of BRICS in Global 

Politics 

 

 



US 

 From two super powers to one 

 From Global Hegemonic Power to What 

 National and foreign policy – a global strategy much 

more difficult  

 Experiences from Iraq and Afghanistan 

 A radical shift in influence both economically and 

military  



EU’s Foreign and Security Policy 

 EU’s ambition to be a global actor  

 The “new” threats: terrorism, 

weapons of mass destruction, 

regional conflicts, “failed states” and 

organised crime 

 EU wants to meet the threats with 

the whole spectrum of tools 

 EU wants to cooperate closer with 

the UN and a new role of NATO 



Russia 

• After the cold war   

• The new tsarist Russia  

• Strenght and weeknesses  

• Russia and EU 

• Russia and China 

 



China and India 

 

 China: The New Super Power? 

 How China sees the world and their place 

 India 

 Global trade in a multi polar system 

 The role of developing countries 

 From US – EU to 5 to 10 key actors 

 



New World Order 

• Reduced role of the US 

• Reduced role of Europe 

• Russia strugling for power on the global scene 

• China as an emerging super power 

• A new role of developing countries 

• Difficult to reach global agreements  

• Religion and civilizations 

• Failing states 

• Increased fight for ressources 

 

 


