
IAKH – Vår 2018– HIS1300Inter  

Humanitarianism as History - International Aid in 

the 20th century 

Instructor: Daniel Roger Maul  

Gruppe 1:  on 12-14; fr 12-16 

Boken Empire of Humanity. A History of Humanitarianism av Michael Barnett 

er tilgjengelig ved Akademika.  

Resten er tilgjengelige på nettet via UiOs nettverk eller på Fronter.  

 

07.02.   Introduction: Why care 

for distant sufferers? – 

The History of 

Humanitarian Aid  

 

1) Katherine Davies. "Continuity, change 

and contest. Meanings of "humanitarian" 

from the "Religion of Humanity" to the 

Kosovo War." In HPG Working Papers 

edited by HPG: HPG, August 2012. 

http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/

odi- assets/publications-opinion-

files/7769.pdf  

 

23.02.  The History of Modern 

Humanitarianism – 

From the 19
th

 Century 

to the Second World 

War   

 

. 1)  Michael Barnett, Empire of Humanity. A 

History of Humanitarianism. Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 2011, p 1-96   

. 2)  Eleanor Davey. "A History of the 

humanitarian system. Western Origins 

and Foundations." In HPG Working 

Papers edited by HPG: HPG, June 2013. 

http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/

odi- assets/publications-opinion-

files/8439.pdf 

. 3)   Brandon Little. "An explosion of new 

endeavours: global humanitarian 

http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-%20assets/publications-opinion-files/8439.pdf
http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-%20assets/publications-opinion-files/8439.pdf
http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-%20assets/publications-opinion-files/8439.pdf


responses to industrialized war fare in 

the First world war era." First World 

War Studies 5, no. 1 (2014): 1-16.   

.  

 

02.03.  The History of Modern 

Humanitarianism – 

From 1945 to the 

present  

 

1) Michael Barnett, Empire of Humanity. 

A History of Humanitarianism. Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 2011, p. 97-

220.  

2) Ben Shephard. "Becoming Planning 

Minded: The Theory and Practice of 

Relief 1940-1945 " Journal of 

Contemporary History 43, no. 3 (2008): 

405-419. 

3) Kevin O’Sullivan, “A Global Nervous 

System”: the rise and rise of European 

humanitarian NGOs, 1945-1985, in: 

Marc Frey/Sönke Kunkel/Corinna 

Unger (eds.), International 

Organisations and Development, 1945-

1990, Basingstoke 2013, 196-219.   

 

09.03. Humanitarianism as 

History – Historical 

Methods and 

Approaches applied to 

the history of 

humanitarian aid I: 

Humanitarianism and 

the Media   

 

1) Johannes Paulmann. "Conjunctures in 

the History of Humanitarian Aid during 

the Twentieth Century." Humanity 4, no. 

2 (2013): 215-238. 

2) Jonathan Benthall, Disasters, Relief and 

the Media (2nd ed.), London 2010, 

Introduction, chapter 2   

3) Suzanne Franks, “How Famine Captured 

the Headlines, Media History 12, 3 

(2006), 291-312.    

 

16.03. Humanitarianism as 1) Daniel Laqua, "Inside the Humanitarian 



History – Historical 

Methods and 

Approaches applied to 

the history of 

humanitarian aid II: A 

Modern Faith?  

Humanitarianism 

between Religion and 

Secularism  

 

   

Cloud: Causes and Motivations to Help 

Friends and Strangers." Journal of 

Modern European History 12, no. 2 

(2014): 175-186.  

 

2) Michael Barnett, and Janice Stein. "The 

Secularization and Sanctification of 

Humanitarianism " in: Sacred Aid: Faith 

and Humanitarianism, Michael Barnett 

and Janice Stein (ed.) Oxford 2012 

 

23.03. Student Presentations I   

06.04. Student Presentations II  

 


