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Kvalifiseringsoppgave | Compulsory assignment Participants shall write an obligatory exposé (ca. 1 

page) on a topic of their own choice within the general framework of the course. All exposé (and thus 

term paper) subjects need to be cleared with the course leader before being submitted by the 

penultimate week of the course. If accepted – subject to possible revision – this will qualify for the final 

examination, i.e. the term papers.  

Eksamensoppgave | Term paper Based on the exposé students will write a research paper on a topic of 

their own choosing and develop this subject with the help of the course leader. The term paper’s subject 

must fall within the scope of the seminar, i.e. relate either to the Holocaust and/or to other genocidal 

policies and contexts. The range of potential subjects is wide and covers the local dynamics of the 

Holocaust as well as analysis of genocidal techniques, individual perpetrator biographies as much as 

victims’ perspectives. Historiographical debates such as intentionalism/functionalism, hunger plan v. 

hunger politics, or the question just how ordinary génocidaires were (or are) may be investigated, and 

so can analyses of Holocaust and genocide representation in museums, film, art, etc. Case studies which 

we have not explicitly discussed but which students feel competent to tackle are of course also 

welcome. Historiographical and theoretical awareness and reflection should be documented. Students 

will have to undertake research and identify pertinent literature beyond the syllabus. All papers are 

expected to work with both primary and secondary sources. In formal terms, terms papers are expected 

to be clearly and sensibly structured (reflecting what was said about term papers in the course’s 

methodology class) as well as to have been proofread and word-processed. The total length of the BA 

papers is 4,000 to 5,000 words (approx. 8-10 pages); MA students are expected to reach the upper limit 

of this number and should base their paper on a broader empirical basis and/or give their papers a 

slightly more theoretical edge. 

  

 


