HIS2371/4371 examiner's guidelines spring 2019
This is a hjemmeeksam based on the contents of the lecture but with free access to any
resources students might require in writing their paper. The only major challenge is the
timeframe but with three days that would also seem generous, provided of course, students
have indeed been attending the lecture.
All exam papers will be expected to show that the respective student followed the lectures and
read the pensum in its entirety.
Students are expected to appropriate the question, i.e. to render it operational by identifying
what argumentative thrust they want to give it, which examples and sets of facts and
processes they require to do so, and how to conceptualise their paper. They will know which
parts of the literature they must draw on but will also show awareness of its limitations and
show their ability to reflect critically on their sources.
The exam is not only about empirical detail (which can be obtained anywhere in a home exam
anyway) but also about conceptual abilities such as selecting and structuring information,
crafting a coherent narrative, producing a periodisation, formulating a clear and consistent
argument, and generally showing the intellectual prowess we expect from our students.
The most important parameters for evaluation will therefore be (1) the clarity and the quality
of the argument (but not necessarily whether or not the reader agrees with it as long as it is
sound); (2) the structure of the paper; (3) its formal presentation (language, prose style,
references, readibility); and (4) the degree of critical thinking shown in the paper.
Expectations to Master students taking the HIS4371 exam will be higher on each of the four
counts.
An A-graded paper will be perfect on all of the above counts. F will be awarded to
assignments that fail to meet minimum requirements on all counts: no discernible structure,
no grasp of the literature, factual mistakes, and formal disaster.
1. Is the concept of the "Cold War" still viable, and what are the pros and cons of applying it
to the latter half of the twentieth century?
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2. The East-West divide has long been a staple in twentieth-century historiography. Is the
'global-south/north' pattern an alternative or rather a supplement?
Entire pensum
3. The Age of what? Which epithet would you apply to the twentieth century and for what
reasons?
Entire pensum

