THE RISE AND FALL OF THE GREAT POWERS 203

the third began to emerge fromits self-imposed isolation after the Meiji
Restoration of 1868. In all three societies there were impulses io emu-
late the established powers. By the 1880s and 1890s each was acquiring
overseas territories; each, too, beganto build a modern fleet to comple-

ment its standing army. Each was'a significant element in the diplo-
matic calculus of the age and, at the latest by 1902, had become an
alliance-partner to an older power. Yet all these similarities can hardly
‘putweigh the fundamental differences in real strength which each pos-

sessed..

Italy

At first sight, the coming of a united Italian nation represented a
major shift in the European balances. Instead of being a cluster of
rivaling small states, partly under foreign sovereignty and always
under the threat of foreign intervention, there was now 2 solid block
of thirty million people growing so swiftly that it was coming close to
‘France's tot;al_populatidn by 1914, Its army and its navy in this period
were not especially large, butas Tables 19 and 20 show, they were still

very respectable.

Table 19. Military and Naval Personnel of the Powers, 1880-1914%

1880 1850 1900 1910 1914

Russia 791000 | 677,000° 1,162,000 ~ 1285000 1,352,000
France 543,000 542,000 715000 769,000 910,000
Germiany 426,000 504,000 524,000, - 694,000 891,000
Britain 367000 420,000 624,000 571,000 532,000
Austria- 246,000 346,000 385,000 425,000 444,000
Hungary : .

Italy 216,000 284,000 255,000 322,000 345,000
Japan 71,000 84,000 234,000 271,000 306,000
United States 34,000 39,000 96,000 127,000 164,000

Table 20. Warship Tonnage of the Powers, 1880-191427

1880 18907 1900 1910 1914
Britain 650,000 679,000 1,065,000 2,174,000 2,714,000
France 271,000 319,000 499,000 725000 900,000
Russia 200,000 180,000 383,000 401,000 679,000
United States 169,000 7240000 - 333,000 524,000 985000
fraly 100,000 242,000 245000 327,000 498,000
Germariy 83.000 190,000 285000 964,000 1,305,600
Austria- 60,000 66,000 - 87000 210,000 372,000

- Hungary y
~ Japan 15000 41,000 187,000 496,000 700,000

In diplomatic terms, as was noted above, 2 the rise of Italy certainly o

impinged upon its two Great Power neighbors, France and Austria-
Hung_ary’: and while its entry into the Triple Alliance in 1882 ostensibly
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