HIS 2170/4170 Climate & History. From the Little Ice Age to Global Warming

The pensum contains pertinent case studies on relevant topics such as the Norse Greenland
settlements, the global crises of the 171" century, ecological imperialism, the discovery of
climate change or the debate on climate determinism. These themes were contextualized and
situated with further literature through introductory lectures, student presentations and group
work. All students had to provide a one-page expose with relevant literature to identify a
relevant, more tightly defined term paper topic as well as a research question and got feedback
were necessary.

An excellent term paper formulates a relevant research question that is developed and
motivated by a critical engagement with a substantial body of pertinent research literature.
Compiling this body of literature requires the candidate to systematically search and read
beyond the list of obligatory course literature (“pensum’). An excellent paper will engage
critically both the natural and the societal aspects of climate history. It pursues its research
question in a way that is thoroughly reflected in both methodological and theoretical terms and
focuses on a relevant, well-defined empirical case. It develops a discernible argument in a
logical fashion and presents it lucidly, formulating an independent opinion informed by
research debates and literature. An excellent paper focuses on the research question throughout
and shows the ability to move confidently between generalisations and detailed analysis. It
shows a good command of relevant historical facts. An excellent paper is written in clear prose.
It respects the allowed page count and is structured, formatted, and referenced in accordance
with the discipline’s standards, as exemplified by historiographical articles published in leading
peer-reviewed journals.

Drawing on primary historical or paleo-climatological evidence is not a requirement for a top
mark, though identifying, collecting and analysing relevant primary evidence will add to the
positive impression of a very good paper and may to a limited degree compensate for
shortcomings in other respects. Shortcomings in the engagement with relevant scholarly
arguments, in the focus on a motivated research question, in theoretical and methodological
reflection, in the coherence and focus of the argument, the presentation of the paper, the
formulation of an independent, informed standpoint and the treatment of historical facts are
reasons to grade a paper lower than “excellent”. A paper that fails in all these respects is graded
as a “fail”.



